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WELSH  BIRD  REPORT  NO.  21:  2007 
Introduction 

The  map  opposite  shows  the  arrangement  of  bird  recording  areas  for  Wales  used  in  Welsh 
Birds.  Following  the  creation  of  Unitary  Authorities  as  the  basis  of  local  Government,  the 
Welsh  Ornithological  Society  decided  to  switch  to  the  Watsonian  Vice-county  system  (see  the 
Ray  Society,  publication  No.  146)  as  the  basis  of  bird  recording  in  Wales.  This  system  largely 
matches  the  pre-1974  administrative  Counties  used  by  the  Society  until  1996.  The  recording 
areas  and  Recorders  names  and  addresses  are  listed  below.  Those  with  a  *  publish  a  county  bird 
report. 


COUNTY 

Vice-county 

Recorder 

No. 

ANGLESEY 

52 

S.  Culley,  22  Cae  Dedwydd,  Cemaes  Bay, 
Anglesey  LL67  OLP. 

BRECON  * 

42 

A.  King,  Heddfan,  Pennorth,  Brecon.  Powys. 

CAERNARFON 

49 

J.  Barnes,  Fach  Goch,  Waunfawr,  Caernarfon. 
Gwynedd  LL55  4YS. 

CARMARTHEN 

44 

D.  Moore,  Rowan  Howe,  Gors  Road,  Salem, 
Carmarthenshire.  SA19  7LY. 

CEREDIGION  * 

46 

R.  Jones,  Bron  y  Gan,  Talybont.  Ceredigion. 
SY24  5ER. 

DENBIGH  &  FLINT  * 

50  &  5 1 

1.  Spence,  43  Blackbrook,  Sychdyn,  Mold. 
CH7  6LT 

GLAMORGAN  * 

41 

G.  Thomas,  9  Julian’s  Close,  Gelligaer, 

(Bridgend,  Rhondda  / 

Cynon  / 

Taff, 

Hengoed,  Glamorgan.  CF82  8DT. 

Vale  of  Glamorgan, 
Caerphilly 

Cardiff 

and 

Report  Editor  -  J.  Wilson,  122  Westboum 
Road,  Penarth,  Glamorgan.  CF64  3HH 

GOWER  * 

41 

R.H.A.  Taylor,  285  Llangwfelach  Road, 

(Swansea  &  Neath  /  Port  Talbot) 

Brynhyfryd,  Swansea  SA5  9LB 

GWENT  * 

35 

C.  Jones,  22  Walnut  Drive,  Caerleon, 

Newport,  NP6  ISP. 


Report  Editor  -  V.  Picken,  Little  Ton  Bach, 
Llangybi,  Usk.  Monmouthshire.  NP15  1PB. 


MEIRIONNYDD 

48 

J.  Dustow,  Afallon,  7  Gian  y  Don, 
Rhiwbryfdir,  Blaenau  Ffestiniog.  Gwynedd. 
LL41  3LW. 

MONTGOMERY 

47 

Brayton  Holt,  Scops  Cottage,  Pentre  Beirdd, 
Welshpool  Powys  SY21  9DL. 

PEMBROKE  * 

45 

J.  Green  &  S.  Berry,  c/o  Crud  yr  Awel,  Bowls 
Road,  Blaenporth,  Cardigan.  SA43  2AR. 

RADNOR 

43 

P.  Jennings,  Penbont  House,  Elan  Valley, 

Rhayader,  Powys  LD6  5HS. 

Other  Bird  Reports  and  Publications 

Report  County  /  Region  Editor 

Cambrian  Anglesey,  Caernarfon  Rhion  Pritchard,  Pant  Afonig,  Hafod  Lane, 

and  Meirionnydd  Bangor,  Gwynedd  LL57  4BU. 

Bardsey  Bardsey  SD  Stansfield 

The  Wildlife  Trust  South  &  West  Wales  publishes  The  Island  Naturalist,  which  is  the  Journal 
of  the  Friends  of  Skokholm  and  Skomer. 
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The  Bird  Recording  Areas 
in  Wales 


Recent  county  avifaunas,  years  of publication  shown  in  brackets,  are  also  available  for: 

GWENT:  The  Birds  of  Gwent  (2008)  by  Venables  et  al.  Available  from  bookshops. 
GLAMORGAN:  Birds  of  Glamorgan  (1995),  obtainable  from  Dr.  S.  Howe,  National  Museum 
of  Wales,  Cathays  Park,  Cardiff  or  leading  booksellers. 

GOWER:  An  Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds  in  West  Glamorgan  (1992)  obtainable  from  Dr.  D.K. 
Thomas,  Laburnum  Cottage,  12  Manselfield  Road,  Murton,  Swansea  SA3  3AR. 

PEMBROKE:  Birding  in  Pembrokeshire  (2004),  available  from  J.  Green  (WBR  Editor). 
MONTGOMERY:  The  Birds  of  Montgomery  (2008),  by  B.  Holt  &  G.  Williams,  obtainable 
from  B.  Holt  (county  recorder  for  Montgomery). 

CAERNARFON:  The  Birds  of  Caernarfonshire  (1998),  obtainable  from  J.  Barnes  (county 
recorder). 

ANGLESEY:  The  Birds  of  Anglesey  (2004)  by  P.  Whalley  &  P.  Hope  Jones.  Available  from 
bookshops. 

Birds  in  Wales  was  published  by  T.  &  A.D.  Poyser  in  1994  and  was  the  first  avifauna  for  the 
whole  country.  This  was  updated  in  2002  with  the  WOS  publication  Birds  in  Wales  1992- 
2000.  Both  are  now  out  of  print. 
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TREA  TMENT  OF  RECORDS  IN  THE  WELSH  BIRD  REPORT 

The  Systematic  List  covers  the  calendar  year  2007  unless  otherwise  indicated.  Additions  and 
corrections  for  previous  years  are  recorded  in  the  main  List,  with  the  relevant  year  shown. 

For  wildfowl  and  waders  monthly  maximum  counts  for  the  main  Welsh  sites  are  tabulated  as 
available.  It  should  be  noted  that  these  figures  do  not  represent  coordinated  counts  covering  all 
Welsh  sites  on  a  single  day  or  short  period  of  days.  They  are  simply  the  peak  count  noted  for 
each  species  in  each  site  in  each  month  counts  were  available.  Some  overlap  may  therefore 
occur  in  the  figures  within  large  sites,  because  birds  may  shift  between  count  areas  during  the 
month,  and  over  the  winter,  with  movement  between  sites.  For  some  wildfowl,  the  numbers  of 
breeding  pairs  are  assessed  by  the  number  of  males  present  during  the  breeding  season. 
Whereever  possible  records  from  GLAMORGAN  have  been  split  into  EASTERN 
GLAMORGAN  or  GOWER,  similarly  those  from  CLWYD  have  been  split  into  DENBIGH 
and  FLINT.  The  area  along  the  Wye,  around  Glasbury  is  entered  as  RADNOR  /  BRECON 
unless  the  county  was  specifically  identified  by  the  respective  county  recorders.  RSPB  Conwy 
appears  to  lie  within  the  counties  of  CAERNARFON  and  DENBIGH,  yet  most  observers  seem 
to  still  identify  it  as  being  within  the  former.  To  reduce  undue  repetition,  birds  have  been 
allocated  to  that  county  unless  specifically  noted  as  the  latter. 

The  records  for  many  scarcer  migrants  have  been  summarised  to  show  the  total  recorded  in 
spring  and/or  autumn,  the  spread  of  dates  on  which  recorded,  the  monthly  totals  to  show  the 
pattern  of  occurrence  and  the  total  number  seen  in  each  county.  Where  a  bird  stays  into  2  or 
more  months  it  is  recorded  for  each  in  the  monthly  totals. 

The  species  comments  are  those  to  be  found  in  Birds  in  Wales  or  Birds  in  Wales  1992-2000. 

The  species  codes  are  as  follows: 

(A)  A  rare  species  where  all  records  are  quoted. 

(B)  Unusual  species,  where  a  summary  of  records  is  given. 

(C)  Commoner  species,  where  a  summary  of  breeding  records,  large  counts  or 
unusual  records  is  given. 

(D)  A  common  species,  where  there  is  nothing  of  note  to  report. 

For  species  under  threat,  the  relevant  Red  /  Amber  codes  are  also  given. 

SUBMISSION  OF  RECORDS 

It  is  the  policy  of  the  Society  NOT  TO  PUBLISH  in  this  Report  any  records  of  species 
regarded  as  British  rarities  on  the  list  of  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee  (BBRC)  unless 
that  record  has  been  considered  and  accepted  by  BBRC.  All  such  records  should,  therefore,  be 
submitted  to  BBRC,  preferably  through  County  Recorders  or  in  an  electronic  form  ONLY  to 
secret ary@bbrc  .org.uk.  If  it  is  a  written  description  or  typed  and  could  not  be  sent  this 
way  then  please  send  to  the  WRP  Secretary,  Jon  Green,  and  he  will  scan  and  send  it  on  to 
BBRC. 
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WELSH  RECORDS  PANEL 

The  Welsh  Records  Panel  considers  records  of  all  scarce  species  in  Wales,  defined  as  those 
occurring  5  times  or  fewer  per  year  on  average.  The  current  list  is  shown  below.  Only  records 
of  these  species  adjudicated  and  accepted  by  the  Panel  are  published  in  the  Welsh  Bird  Report. 
As  not  all  records  of  species  on  this  list  always  reach  the  Panel,  the  non-appearance  of  such 
records  must  not  automatically  be  assumed  to  mean  that  the  Panel  has  rejected  them;  the  Panel 
may  not  have  seen  them. 

It  is  helpful  if  descriptions  of  WRP  species  are  submitted  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  sighting, 
either  via  County  Recorders  or  direct  to  the  Panel's  Secretary  and  description  forms  are 
available  from  County  Recorders  or  the  Secretary.  Any  observer  submitting  a  description  to  the 
Panel  can  see  their  deliberations  on  the  record  on  request.  The  Panel  consists  of  5  voting 
members  and  a  non-voting  Secretary  and  membership  in  2007  comprised: 

R.I.  Thorpe  (Chairman)  -  Caernarfon,  P.  Bristow  -  Glamorgan,  S.  Culley  -  Anglesey,  C.  Jones 
-  Gwent,  S.  Hugheston-Roberts  -  Caernarfon  and  S.D.  Stansfield  -  Bardsey. 

J.  Green  (non-voting  Secretary)  -  Ceredigion;  address:  Crud-yr-Awel,  Bowls  Road,  Blaenporth, 
Cardigan  SA43  2AR.  E-mail:  welshrarebirds@tiscali  .co.uk 

Scarce  species  (assessed  by  WRP)  are  defined  as  those  occurring  on  average  5  times  or  fewer 
annually  in  Wales.  As  of  Jan.  1st  2007  the  full  list  of  species  which  the  Panel  considers  is  as 
follows: 

Bean  Goose,  American  Wigeon,  Green-winged  Teal,  Ring-necked  Duck,  Ferruginous  Duck, 
Surf  Scoter,  Cory’s  Shearwater,  Great  Shearwater,  Wilson’s  Petrel,  Night  Heron,  Great  White 
Egret,  Purple  Heron,  White  Stork,  Black  Kite,  Montagu's  Harrier,  Rough-legged  Buzzard, 
White-tailed  Eagle,  Golden  Eagle,  Red-footed  Falcon,  Corncrake,  Spotted  Crake,  Crane,  Stone- 
Curlew,  American  Golden  Plover,  Kentish  Plover,  Temminck’s  Stint,  White-rumped 
Sandpiper,  Pectoral  Sandpiper,  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper,  Red-necked  Phalarope,  White-winged 
Black  Tern,  Alpine  Swift,  Short-toed  Lark,  Wood  Lark,  Shore  Lark,  Bee-eater,  Red-rumped 
Swallow,  Red-throated  Pipit,  Tawny  Pipit,  Nightingale,  Bluethroat,  Aquatic  Warbler,  Marsh 
Warbler,  Icterine  Warbler,  Melodious  Warbler,  Subalpine  Warbler,  Barred  Warbler,  Greenish 
Warbler,  Dusky  Warbler,  Radde’s  Warbler,  Pallas’s  Warbler,  Red-breasted  Flycatcher,  Rose- 
coloured  Starling,  Red-backed  Shrike,  Woodchat  Shrike,  Golden  Oriole,  Bearded  Tit,  Serin, 
Common  Redpoll,  Arctic  Redpoll,  Common  Rosefmch,  Com  Bunting,  Cirl  Bunting,  Ortolan 
Bunting,  Rustic  Bunting  and  Little  Bunting. 

And  races:  Black  Brant  Goose  -  nigricans ,  Iceland  Gull  -  kumlieni,  “Caspian  Gull" 
cachinnans.  Common  Guillemot  -  hyperborean ,  Razorbill  —  torda ,  Little  Auk  -  polaris.  Great 
Spotted  Woodpecker  -  major ,  Grey-headed  Wagtail  -  thunbergi ,  Siberian  Chiffchaff  -  tristis, 
Treecreeper  -  familaris,  Coal  Tit  -  a  ter.  Jay  -  glandarius,  Jackdaw  -  monedula,  Redpolls  - 
islandia  / rostrata,  and  Bullfinch  —pyrrhula. 
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A  CKNO  WLEDGEMENTS 


This  report  was  put  together  by  Rhion  Pritchard  (Waders)  and  Jon  Green  (the  rest).  The  final 
texts  were  edited  by  Graham  Williams.  Extra  information  was  also  supplied  by  Tony  Cross 
(Red  Kites,  The  Welsh  Kite  Trust),  Andy  Young  [RSPB]  (Black  Grouse,  breeding  Terns  and 
other  general  information).  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  them  all  for  their 
hard  work. 

The  Ringing  Report  was  produced  by  Peter  Howlett,  from  ringing  returns  sent  to  him  from  the 
various  ringing  groups  in  Wales.  We  would  like  to  thank  them  for  all  their  hard  work  and  for 
sending  in  details  of  their  catches. 

This  report  cannot  appear  without  the  ready  co-operation  of  County  Recorders  and  of  the  many 
observers  who  supply  them  with  records.  Thanks  are  due  to  all  Recorders  and  observers  for  the 
data  upon  which  the  Systematic  List  is  based  and  to  Recorders  also  for  their  help  with  all  the 
Editors'  additional  queries.  Particular  thanks  are  due  also  to  R.J.  Elowells  for  his  comprehensive 
tables  detailing  the  monthly  maxima  of  wildfowl,  waders  and  gulls  in  the  Burry  Inlet.  John 
Lawton  Roberts  sent  in  his  personal  records  for  Denbigh  &  Flint.  Unfortunately  the  WEBS 
counts  for  the  Dee  were  not  submitted. 

Colin  Richards  has  supplied  some  excellent  sketches  to  embellish  the  text.  Paul  Parsons  has 
allowed  WOS  to  use  two  (Pechora  Pipit  and  Blue  Tits)  from  his  web  site 
http :  //aartsid .  weebly .  com  and  Chris  Grayed  has  supplied  a  sketch  of  a  Great 
Spotted  Woodpecker. 

Photographs  were  provided  by  Lyndon  Lomax  and  Paul  Leafe.  I  would  welcome  work  of  other 
photographers  and  illustrators  in  future  issues,  please  send  directly  to  me,  as  soon  as  possible 
for  inclusion  in  next  year’s  report.  My  thanks  to  all  for  their  help. 

Over  the  last  few  years  the  job  as  senior  complier  has  become  more  and  more  onerous  and  time 
consuming,  resulting  in  a  later  and  later  publication  date.  Several  sub-editors  have  fallen  by  the 
wayside  and  I  would  welcome  anyone  who  would  be  prepared  to  lend  a  hand,  no  matter  how 
large  or  small  an  input. 


Jon  Green,  Senior  Compiler. 


364 


CLASSIFIED  RECORDS  FOR  2007 

The  following  abbreviations  are  used  in  this  List:  county  names  are  used  as  shown  on  the  map 
on  page,  printed  in  capitals  to  distinguish  them  from  towns  of  the  same  name;  months  are 
abbreviated  to  the  first  3  letters,  except  June  and  July  (in  full)  and  September  (Sept.);  S,N,E,W 
etc,  cardinal  points  of  the  compass,  max.  and  min.,  maximum/maxima  and  minimum/minima; 
Est.  estuary;  Res.  reservoir;  R.  river;  NNR,  LNR,  NR,  nature  reserves  of  various  designations; 
GC  golfcourse;  A/F  airfield;  CP  Country  Park;  GP  gravel  pits;  S/F  sewage  works;  s/'p  summer 
plumage;  w/p  winter  plumage;  pr/prs  pair/pairs;  c/s  clutch  size,  b/s  brood  size.  In  wader  and 
wildfowl  tables  the  following  abbreviations  of  place  names  are  used:  PW/SF,  part  of  the  coastal 
area  of  the  Wentloog  Levels  in  Gwent,  NWR,  the  Gwent  Levels  Wetland  Reserve  Goldcliff, 
Burry  (S),  the  south  side  of  the  Burry  Inlet,  Burry  (N),  the  north  side  of  the  Burry  Inlet;  T/T/G, 
the  Taf/Tywi/Gwendraeth  complex  in  Carmarthen;  D'Glas.,  the  Dwyryd/Glaslyn  estuary  in 
Meirionnydd;  PoA,  Point  of  Ayr  at  the  seaward  end  of  the  Dee  Est.;  IMF,  the  part  of  Inner 
Marsh  Farm  RSPB  reserve  that  is  in  Flint.  Full  details  can  be  found  in  County  Reports. 

MUTE  SWAN  Cygnus  olor  ALARCH  DOF 

(C)  Resident  breeding  species,  now  increasing  in  most  counties. 

Breeding  counts  (not  full  surveys)  were  received  as  follows:  GWENT:  13  prs.  at  12  sites;  E. 
GLAMORGAN:  at  14  sites;  GOWER:  71  cygnets  from  14  pairs;  CARMARTHEN:  at  2  sites; 
BRECON:  a  total  of  18  pairs  reared  23  young;  MONTGOMERY:  11  pairs  bred  on  the 
Montgomery  Canal;  RADNOR:  14  prs.;  CAERNARFON:  bred  at  2  sites;  ANGLESEY:  at  3 
sites.  Systematic  counts  at  sites  with  over  25  recorded  at  least  once,  are  tabulated  as  follows: 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

NWR 

17 

20 

19 

28 

18 

15 

14 

19 

23 

24 

40 

49 

Peterstone 

GLAM. 

10 

22 

28 

7 

3 

3 

2 

2 

5 

12 

16 

1 1 

Roath  Park  L 

76 

60 

67 

47 

85 

116 

122 

131 

105 

120 

114 

144 

Cosmeston 

100 

64 

42 

76 

64 

66 

51 

62 

68 

65 

56 

64 

The  Knap 

74 

66 

68 

70 

70 

65 

72 

36 

26 

26 

Ogmore  Est 
GOWER 

8 

9 

13 

14 

22 

9 

1 

2 

28 

17 

14 

21 

Frendrod  L. 

23 

26 

30 

32 

26 

23 

21 

22 

30 

27 

31 

37 

Swansea  M. 
PEMB. 

35 

21 

4 

10 

Cleddau 

34 

30 

24 

16 

31 

46 

45 

72 

81 

Pemb.  MP 

77 

115 

96 

87 

92 

76 

66 

Bosherston 

19 

12 

12 

32 

29 

21 

17 

Teifi 

4 

9 

16 

60 

54 

54 

16 

17 

6 

CAERN. 

Foryd  Bay 

17 

9 

16 

25 

32 

74 

68 

75 

53 

53 

20 

17 

Tr.  Lafan 

137 

105 

51 

16 

33 

Max.  elsewhere  were:  in  BRECON:  the  Llangorse  Lake  herd  size  again  exceeded  100, 
between  mid-August  and  mid-November,  peak  107  adults  on  3,d  Sept  and  Dderw  Pool  held  51 
birds  on  8th  June;  1 15  at  Llowes,  RADNOR  on  17th  Jan.;  FLINT:  49  at  Rhuddlan  birds  on  20th 
May,  50  in  the  Shotwick  area  on  30lh  Dec.  and  50+  south  of  Rhyl  on  21st  June. 
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BEWICK'S  SWAN  Cygnus  bewickii  ALARCH  BEWICK 

(C)  Irregular  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

All  records  were:  GWENT:  13  at  Llangybi  on  1st  Jan.,  3  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  on  28th  Jan.,  18 
at  Llanllowell  &  Llangybi  on  18th  -19th  Feb.  4  at  Newport  Wetlands  on  15th  Nov.  (3  still  there 
on  the  17th),  one  at  Goldcliff  on  22nd  Dec.  with  2  on  the  26th  and  one  on  the  27th ,  3  at  Nedem 
on  23ld,  1 1  at  Llangybi  on  the  24th  with  9  there  on  27th;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  4  at  Kenfig  on 
24th  Oct.  (flew  off  presumably  to  Eglwys  Nunydd)  and  2  flew  over  Lamby  Tip  on  4th  Nov.  ;4 
at  Eglyws  Nunydd  Res.,  GOWER  on  24th  Oct.;  CARMARTHEN:  2  at  Cilsan  Bridge  4th  Nov. 

-  26th  Dec.;  4  on  the  Dyfi,  CEREDIGION  on  25th  Feb.;  one  at  Llangorse,  BRECON  on  19th 
Nov.;  in  FLINT:  15  at  Shotwick  /  Inner  Marsh  Farm  in  January,  with  2  remaining  until  18th 
Feb.  25  over  the  Shotwick  boating  lake  on  24th  Oct.,  4-9  in  the  area  until  the  end  of  the  year, 
with  a  larger  count  of  1 8  on  26  Dec. 

WHOOPER  SWAN  Cygnus  cygnus  ALARCH  Y  GOGLEDD 

(C)  Regular  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers  to  several  Welsh  counties,  notably  Anglesey, 


Caernarfon,  Montgomery  and  Meirionnydd. 
Counts  from  the  regular  wintering  sites  included: 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

5 

O 

N 

D 

CARM.  Tywi  Valley 

16 

1 

5 

27 

25 

CERE.  Cors  Caon 

8-13 

3-5 

1 

1 

3-5 

14-20 

9-11 

MONT.  Aberhafesp 

25  max. 

27  max. 

MEIR1.  Dwyryd/Glaslyn 

61 

33 

1 

1 

8 

64 

65 

Mawddach 

4 

6 

ANGLE  Llanerchymedd 

33 

52 

54 

41 

FLINT  Shotwick  /  Dee 

30 

30 

25 

3 

3-30 

30 

Elsewhere,  County  totals  in  each  month: 

J 

F 

M 

A 

O 

N 

D 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

1 

CARMARTHEN 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

2 

PEMBROKE 

2 

2 

2 

2 

RADNOR 

1 

1 

MONTGOMERY 

6 

MEIRIONNYDD 

4 

18 

CAERNARFON 

2 

9 

28 

ANGLESEY 

8 

1 

2 

5 

5 

DENBIGH 

2 

FLINT 

3 

3 

3 

25 

Larger  groups  recorded  on  passage  included:  25  at  Prestatyn,  FLINT  on  16th  Dec. 

PINK-FOOTED  GOOSE  Anser  brachyrhynchus  GWYDD  DROED-BINC 

(A)  A  scarce  and  irregular  winter  visitor,  chiefly  to  north  Wales.  Subject  to  hard  weather 
influxes.  Spring  and  summer  records  relate  to  feral  birds,  as  may  several  winter  and  autumn 
records. 

All  records  were:  GWENT:  one  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  30th  Aug.  until  the  end  of  the  year;  an 
adult  and  4  juvs.  opposite  Dan-y-lan,  GOWER  on  21st  Jan.,  6  there  on  19th  Feb.  and  presumably 
the  same  birds  at  Penclawdd  on  14th  Mar.;  CARMARTHEN:  8  at  Kidweli  Marsh  1st  Jan.,  with  5 
there  on  the  5th,  which  then  moved  to  Penclacwydd  until  15th  Apr.;  one  on  Skomer, 
PEMBROKE  on  4th  &  5th  Oct.;  one  with  the  Greenland  Whitefronts  on  the  Dyfi, 
CEREDIGION  14th  Oct.  &  10th  Nov.;  5  on  the  Mawddach  Est.,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  24th  Jan.; 
in  CAERNARFON:  80  flew  north  over  Conwy  RSPB  on  17th  Feb.  (also  seen  at  Glaswydden 
Fields)  and  62  over  Uwchmynydd  on  29th  Oct.;  ANGLESEY:  60  at  Llyn  Alaw  on  25th  Jan.  and 
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a  probably  feral  bird  at  Trefor  on  7th  Dec.;  one  at  Llandulas,  DENBIGH  on  16th  Nov.;  on  the 
Dee  Est.,  FLINT,  max.  93  at  Shotwick  on  23rd  Jan.,  154  there  on  2P1  Feb.  and  75  on  20'1  Mar. 
In  the  second  winter  period,  15  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  on  27  1  Oct.  and  27  at  Shotwick  on  12 
Nov. 

WHITE-FRONTED  GOOSE  A.  albifrons  GWYDD  DALCEN-WEN 

(B)  Scarce  winter  visitor;  regular  flock  of  albifrons  frequented  Diyslwyn,  Carmarthen  but 
this  ceased  1996,  whilst  Ceredigion  supports  the  only  regular  flock  of flavirostris  although  a 
new  flock  developed  on  Anglesey  for  a  few  years.  Rare  elsewhere,  except  occasionally  during 
hard  weather.  Wales  —  Red  listed. 

The  wintering  flock  of  the  race  flavirostris  in  the  Dyfi  Est.  CEREDIGION  /  MEIRIONNYDD, 
with  78  in  January  &  February  and  90  on  24lh  Mar.,  5  last  being  seen  on  17th  Apr.  and 
returning  on  8th  Oct.,  with  54  by  the  end  of  the  month,  max.  67  in  November  and  76  on  2nd 
Dec.;  two  on  the  Broadwater,  MEIRIONNYDD  14th  -  27lh  Dec.;  one  amongst  6  Eurasian 
birds  at  Llyn  Coron,  ANGLESEY  4lh  Jan.  -  14th  Feb. 

A  European  White  front  was  at  Llyn  Llewenan,  ANGLESEY  on  the  19th  May. 

The  records  that  were  not  sub-specifically  identified  were:  one  with  Canadas  at  Bulmore  Lakes, 
GWENT  on  3rd  Mar.;  2  at  The  Watermill,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  1st  Oct.;  10  at  Rhossili, 
GOWER  on  3rd  Nov.;  CARMARTHEN:  4  at  Coed  bach  10lh  jan.,  a  single  at  Diyslwyn  14th  jan. 
-  18th  Feb.,  3  at  Cilsan  Bidge  26th  Dec.  and  2  at  Coed  bach  27th  -  29th  Dec.;  8  on  Skomer, 
PEMBROKE  on  17th  Oct.;  on  ANGLESEY:  8  flew  past  Carmel  Head  on  the  3rd  Nov.  and  one 
was  near  Caergeiliog  on  the  11th  Nov.  One  near  Trefor  on  the  7th  Dec.  was  thought  to  be 
probably  feral  by  the  observer. 

GREYLAG  GOOSE  A.  anser  GWYDD  WYLLT 

(C)  A  rare  winter  visitor.  Majority  of  records  relate  to  feral  birds,  mainly  in  Caernarfon, 
Anglesey  and  Denbigh. 


Monthly  counts  of  the  large  flocks,  over  100  at  least  once: 


j 

F 

M  A 

M  J  J 

A 

X 

O 

N 

D 

E.  GLAM. 

Caerphilly 

CAERN. 

104 

87 

68  45 

79  85  70 

87 

65 

102 

110 

T.  Lafan 

20 

500 

98 

131 

10 

56 

ANGLE. 

Llyn  Coron 

30 

30 

2 

580 

285 

Llyn  Maelog 

97  51 

34  102 

12 

on  26th 

30 

Large  counts 

elsewhere  included:  in 

CARMARTHEN:  95  at  Penclacwydd 

Aug., 

225 

there  on  12th  Oct.  and  103  on  the  21st;  130  at  Gresford  Flash,  DENBIGH  on  17n  Oct.,  150  at 
Trevalyn  Meadows,  Pulford  on  17th  Jan.,  120  at  Ridleywood  on  10th  Dec.;  FLINT:  120  at  Inner 
Marsh  Farm  on  20th  Aug.,  140  at  Y  Graig  on  23ul  Dec.  and  200  at  Rhyl  on  the  same  date. 


367 


CANADA  GOOSE  Branta  canadensis  GWYDD  CANADA 

(C)  A  locally  common  feral  breeding  resident  in  most  counties,  with  populations  continuing  to 
expand. 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

GWENT 

NWR 

53 

14 

19 

36 

21 

2 

50 

75 

Llandegf. 

335 

136 

113 

58 

39 

16 

77 

122 

Peter.  W. 

34 

34 

23 

4 

4 

4 

88 

109 

Ynysyfro 

GLAM. 

-» 

10 

12 

8 

4 

10 

33 

Roath  Park 

59 

46 

55 

34 

22 

51 

110 

42 

Ogmore 

16 

6 

92 

Caerphilly 

110 

105 

74 

58 

91 

102 

110 

90 

KNNR 

200 

13 

2 

13 

21 

26 

36 

186 

PEMB. 

Cleddau 

CERE. 

542 

146 

o 

J 

570 

686 

Teifi 

300 

98 

5 

CERE  /  MONT/MEIRI 

Dyfi 

1513 

736 

502 

393 

467 

2330 

2261 

2179 

BRECON 

Llangorse 

MONT. 

D.  Hafren 
MEIRI. 

450 

400 

105 

60 

110 

450 

511 

274 

Glas/Dwy 

315 

26 

Mawdd. 

CAERN. 

210 

79 

18 

Conwy 

63 

60 

64 

165 

DEN. 

Ridleyw. 

flint" 

240 

Dee 

1500 

100 

250 

132 

41 

270 

115 

224 

95 

300 


700 


2133 


11 


O 

85 

7 

84 
163 

20 

191 

85 
200 

64 

500 

1593 

275 


492 

144 


N 

156 

82 

24 

142 

28 

41 

120 

61 

58 

700 

2107 

260 


209 


2800 


2000 

Aus. 


D 

197 

107 

35 

29 

45 

63 

134 

651 

15 

2657 

200 

800 

476 

134 


280 


Large  numbers  elsewhere  included:  175  at  Gileston  Farm,  E. GLAMORGAN  on  19th 
CARMARTHEN:  175  at  Dryslwyn  on  13th  Jan.  and  at  Cilsan  Bridge  13th  Dec.;  Teifi  flock 
also  seen  on  the  Nevem  Est.,  PEMBROKE  September  -  November;  in  BRECON:  177  at 
Ffoidd  Fawr  on  13  Jan.  and  200  there  on  24th  Dec.:  DENBIGH:  400  at  Trefechan,  Penycaeon 
23rd  Sept.;  FLINT:  250  at  Rhuddlan  on  3stAug. 
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BARNACLE  GOOSE  Branta  leucopsis  GWYDD  WYRAN 

(C)  A  regular  winter  visitor  in  recent  years  to  the  Dyfi  Estuary  with  smaller  numbers  at  other 
sites.  Majority  of  records  away  from  the  Dyfi  may  relate  to  escapes  from  captivity. 

Approximate  monthly  totals  for  each  county  are  tabulated: 


J 

GWENT  l 

E.  GLAM.  Roath  P. 
CARMARTHEN  1 

PEMBROKE 
CERE/'PEMB  Teifi 
CERE/M/M  Dyfi 
BRECON 
MEIRI. 

CAERN. 

ANGLESEY 

L.  Maelog 
L.  Traffwll  12 


F  M  A 
1  1  1 


1 

14 


1 

7  1 


M 

1 


18 

5 

3 


J  J  A  S  O  N 
1111  1  1 
2-4  all  year 


4 

28  26  26 

125  262  274 


i 


1 

4 


14 


D 

1 


26 

274 


1 

12 


FLINT  1  j 

A  small  breeding  population  has  become  established  on  Cardigan  Island,  CEREDIGION,  with 
birds  being  seen  for  the  rest  of  the  year  on  the  Teifi  Est.  (CERE./PEMB.). 
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BRENT  GOOSE  Branta  bernicla  GWYDD  DDU 

(C)  A  regular  wintering  population  is  found  in  the  Buriy  Inlet  and  on  Anglesey.  Elsewhere, 
small  numbers  are  recorded  in  winter  and  on  passage.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

Monthly  max.  of  B.b.  bernicla  (dark-breasted)  at  the  main  sites  were: 


J 

F 

M 

A 

S  O 

N 

D 

GLAM.  Burry  S.  765 

1270 

580 

10 

345 

455 

505 

CAERN/ANGLE. 

Foryd/  Traeth  Abermenai 

25 

4 

4 

28 

9 

Monthly  max.  of  B.b.  hrota  (light-breasted)  at  the  main 

sites  were: 

J 

F 

M 

A 

M  S  O 

N 

D 

PEMBROKE  Gann  7 

7 

12 

13 

1  1 

1 

14 

CAERN/ANGLE  Foryd  g 

1 10 

24 

9 

206 

144 

Bay/T.Abermenai/Braint  E 

ANGLE  Beddmanarch  Bay  109 

140 

139 

4 

83 

Llanfaes/Aberlleiniog  14 

15 

13 

3 

1 

Approximate  monthly  totals  of  both  subspec 

ies,  excluding  the  above,  are  tabulated: 

J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

5  O 

N 

D 

bernicla  25 

5 

4 

27 

33 

11 

hrota  1 

7 

25 

7  26 

14 

1 1 

race  unknown 


25 


EGYPTIAN  GOOSE  Alopochen  aegyptiacus  GWYDD  YR  AIFF  T 

(A )  Feral. 

All  records  were:  in  GOWER:  2  at  Giant’s  Grave  on  18th  Jan.  &  3,d  Feb.,  at  Culfor  Road 
Saltmarsh,  Buriy  on  7th  Mar.,  Loughor  Bridge  on  10th  Mar.,  at  Neath  Abbey  on  25th  Apr., 
Square  Pond,  Neath  on  1 1th  May  and  at  Rheola  Pond  on  19th  Nov.;  CARMARTHEN:  a  single 
at  Penclacwydd  21st  Feb.  was  then  thought  to  be  the  same  bird  at  Ferryside  10th  Nov.  and  at 
Cilsan  Bridge  16th  Dec.;  one  on  the  Teifi  Est.,  PEMB/CERE.  on  7th  Nov.,  then  possibly  the 
same  bird  at  Little  Milford,  PEMBROKE  on  1 1th  Nov.;  2  near  Tregaron,  CEREDIGION  in 
January;  MEIRIONNYDD:  one  at  Ynysmaengwyn,  Dysynni  between  Jan. -Mar.  and  assumed 
the  same  bird  on  the  Broadwater  on  5th  and  10th  June;  one  Dolydd  Hafren,  MONTGOMERY  on 
24th  Jan.  and  another  at  the  William  Condry  Reserve,  Dyfi  on  28th  Dec. 


Additional  record  from  2006:  three  at  Cresswell  Quay,  PEMBROKE  on  16th  Apr. 


SHELDUCK  Tadorna  tadorna  HWYADEN  YR  EITHIN 

(C)  A  locally  common  breeding  resident  in  coastal  areas,  but  rare  passage  migrant  to  inland 
counties.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 


Present  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  with  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

S 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

PW/SF 

100 

210 

131 

90 

207 

105 

348 

283 

480 

406 

406 

67 

NWR 

373 

319 

561 

148 

82 

89 

17 

13 

220 

193 

435 

125 

Undy 

150 

152 

195 

215 

60 

364 

303 

221 

320 

151 

GLAM. 

RumneyGW 

302 

200 

125 

100 

40 

200 

705 

360 

Rhymney  E. 
GOWER 

225 

100 

175 

15 

4 

230 

500 

212 

Burry  S. 

795 

630 

510 

550 

120 

75 

195 

75 

35 

235 

480 

650 

PEMB. 

Cleddau  Est 
CERE. 

496 

407 

277 

7 

32 

195 

293 

Dyfi  Est. 

474 

401 

295 

311 

190 

84 

20 

9 

11 

45 

247 

271 

369 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

S 

O 

N 

D 

MEIRI. 

D’Glas 

48 

117 

100 

37 

22 

57 

151 

CAERN. 

T.  Lafan 

226 

118 

176 

179 

Foryd  Bay 
TAbermenai 

69 

133 

116 

41 

29 

31 

2 

1 

J 

50 

52 

Conwy 

RSPB 

46 

136 

47 

32 

/ 

FLINT 

Bagillt  Bank 

170 

57 

18 

202 

40 

124 

Connahs  Q 

69 

140 

156 

60 

154 

219 

155 

105 

115 

57 

14 

1 12 

Oakenholt 

120 

275 

224 

92 

200 

300 

180 

124 

330 

425 

187 

104 

Point  of  Air 

50+ 

110 

170 

184 

400 

600 

550 

500 

1000 

1000 

1000 

170 

White  Sands 

160 

180 

83 

70 

240 

130 

28 

127 

65 

40 

70 

Breeding  reports:  in  GWENT  broods  totalling  33;  at  least  2  pairs  bred  on  the  Ogmore  Est.,  E. 
GLAMORGAN  with  a  total  of  16  y;  GOWER:  on  the  Burry  Inlet,  at  Briton  Ferry,  Afan  Est.; 
CARMARTHEN:  8  pairs  bred  at  Penclacwydd;  PEMBOKE:  2  pairs  bred  on  the  Nevem  Est. 
and  Teifi  Est.  The  annual  Shelduck  Survey  of  the  Cleddau  by  Pembrokeshire  Coastal  National 
Park  in  June  &  July  found  87  non-breeding  adults,  a  total  of  9  broods  numbering  a  total  of  53y.; 
two  broods  at  the  Broadwater,  MEIRIONNYDD;  in  CAERNARFON  bred  at  Conwy,  Foryd 
and  on  Bardsey;  on  ANGLESEY:  bred  at  Alaw  Est.  (3  broods)  and  at  the  Inland  Sea  (3  broods). 

Inland  in  BRECON:  one  at  Llangorse  on  28lh  Sept.;  one  pair  with  9y  at  Dolydd  Hafren, 
MONTGOMERY. 

RUDDY  SHELDUCK  Tadorna  ferruginea  HWYADEN  GOCH  YR  EITHIN 

(A)  Feral. 

All  records:  one  at  Bulmore  Lakes,  GWENT  on  8th  Mar.  and  2  at  Wemffrwd,  GOWER  on  16ln 

July. 

MANDARIN  DUCK  Aix  galericulata  HWYADEN  GRIBOG 

(A)  Scarce  breeding  resident,  recorded,  but  not  breeding  in  the  majority  of  Welsh  counties. 

All  records  relate  to  feral  or  escaped  individuals:  in  GWENT:  a  pair  on  the  River  Monnow  at 
Skenfrith  on  24lh  Mar.;  a  male  at  Margam  Park,  GOWER  all  year;  CARMARTHEN:  a  pair  at 
Bishop’s  Pond,  Abergwili  21sl  Feb.,  and  a  pair  throughout  February  at  Penclacwydd;  a  male  at 
Newport,  PEMBROKE  in  April.  In  BRECON:  the  male  at  the  Canal  Basin,  Brecon  in  late  2006 
remained  there  until  12th  Mar.  A  female  was  present  at  the  Basin  between  26lh  June  and  13th 
Aug.,  but  did  not  overlap  with  a  scruffy  male,  possibly  a  juvenile,  that  was  present  there  on  2E1 
Aug..  This  male  was  thought  to  be  a  separate  bird  from  the  male  that  was  present  again  from 
1st  Sept,  to  the  year-end,  and  was  probably  the  male  flushed  from  the  bank  of  the  River  Usk  at 
Scethrog  on  25th  Nov.;  2  males  on  the  Afon  Elan,  RADNOR  on  13th  Oct.;  one  near  Welshpool. 
MONTGOMERY  in  February;  in  CAERNARFON:  a  male  at  Llanwrts  on  16th  Feb.  and  3 
nesting  attempts  on  Afon  Glaslyn  (2  successful);  a  female  at  Cors  Erddreiniog,  ANGLESEY  on 
7th  June.  In  DENBIGH:  recorded  from  several  sites,  including  Acton  Park  Lake,  Wrexham 
where  a  male  was  present  from  3ld  Jan.  -  16th  Mar.  and  again  on  7th  Nov.,  a  pair  at  Sutton  Green 
on  14th  Apr.,  a  pair  at  Eglwyseg  on  28th  Apr.,  a  pair  at  Hendre,  Llangollen  on  1st  May,  2  pairs 
on  a  small  pool  at  Ridleywood  on  3ld  May  and  3  males  with  5  females  at  Almere  on  9th  Sept. 

In  FLINT:  one  at  Connah’s  Quay  on  18th  Feb.  and  a  single  male  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  15th  -26lh 
Aug. 
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WIGEON  Anas  penelope  CHWIWELL 

(C)  Common  passage  migrant  and  locally  abundant  winter  visitor,  chiefly  to  coastal  counties. 
Wales  -  Amber  listed. 


Monthly  max. 

at  the  main  wintering 

sites  are 

tabulated  as  available. 

j 

F 

M 

A 

M  A 

S 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

Undy 

4 

65 

2 

5 

30 

650 

427 

100 

NWR 

1440 

2231 

150 

10 

40 

8 

343 

941 

2752 

Nedem 

24 

210 

Llandeg.  Res. 

370 

290 

1 

36 

77 

275 

GOWER 

Burry  (S) 

1320 

806 

45 

10 

70 

1580 

1005 

1290 

1530 

CARMARTHEN 

Tywi 

227 

141 

17 

6 

679 

314 

Taf 

773 

135 

59 

138 

684 

701 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

1289 

1322 

196 

488 

3410 

7130 

861 

CERE.  Teifi  Est. 

150 

120 

65 

62 

282 

300 

150 

Dyfi  Est. 

1479 

1746 

87 

23 

1  1 

41 

1137 

1210 

1714 

BRECON 

Llangorse 

65 

75 

76 

0 

19 

18 

20 

160 

MEIRI. 

Broadwater 

257 

310 

325 

520 

D’Glas 

664 

330 

422 

92 

731 

623 

1447 

Mawddach 

354 

302 

130 

443 

87 

244 

CAERN. 

Traeth  Lafan 

289 

3 

248 

978 

1341 

1553 

Foryd  Bay/T.  Aber. 

1530 

760 

174 

1 

1  35 

730 

2430 

2130 

2090 

ANGLE. 

Cemlyn 

120 

119 

? 

2 

2  1 

73 

180 

207 

177 

Llyn  Alaw 

207 

113 

1 

21 

FLINT 

Connahs  Q. 

1200 

577 

15 

2 

2 

500 

158 

277 

Oakenholt 

1400 

600 

200 

24 

600+ 

1760 

600+ 

Point  of  Air 

700 

700 

250 

120 

400 

650 

No  breeding  records  received  but  summering  birds  noted  at:  Conwy  RSPB  and  2  at  Foryd, 
CAERNARFON;  on  ANGLESEY:  at  Llyn  Penrhyn,  Cemlyn  and  Inland  Sea,  with  3  pairs  at 
Malltraeth  Marsh  RSPB. 

AMERICAN  WIGEON  Anas  americana  CHWIWELL  AMERICA 

(A)  Vagrant  from  North  America. 

All  accepted  records  were  of  males:  at  Angle  Bay,  PEMBROKE  from  2006  until  2nd  Mar.  and 
presumably  the  same  bird  returning  14th  Sept,  until  the  end  of  the  year  and  on  the  Glaslyn  Est., 
MEIRIONNYDD  21st  Jan.  -28th. 

Additional  record  for  2006:  a  male  at  Connah's  Quay,  FLINT  on  31st  Jan. 

GADWALL  Anas  strepera  HWYADEN  L  WYD 

(C)  Regular  breeding  bird  in  small  numbers  on  Anglesey,  and  has  bred  in  at  least  two  other 
counties.  Elsewhere  a  regular  winter  visitor  to  most  counties  in  small  numbers.  Wales  -  Amber 
listed. 


Monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available. 
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F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 
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O 

N 

D 

GWENT  NWR 

109 

76 

24 

22 

5 

4 

6 

1 1 

15 

83 

47 

Ynysyfro 

6 

13 

2 

2 

GLAM  KNNR 

2 

3 

4 

1 

4 

5 

15 

1 1 

GOWER 

Fairwood  L. 

26 

10 

2 

12 

16 

Pwll  Mawr 

7 

2 

16 

10 

PEMB  Bosh. 

10 

18 

6 

2 

12 

14 
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J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

BRECON 

Llangorse 

13 

4 

6 

0 

21 

16 

25 

CAERN 

Conwy  RSPB 

6 

9 

6 

5 

4 

6 

3 

1 

14 

7 

ANGLE. 

L.  Parc  M. 

36 

44 

25 

23 

Llyn  Hafod 

12 

5 

1 

4 

21 

20 

9 

Llyn  Alaw 

14 

22 

Llyn  Maelog 

35 

4 

4 

3 

37 

13 

8  pairs  reared  28y  at  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN. 


EURASIAN  TEAL  Anas  crecca  CORHWYADEN 

(C)  Small  numbers  breed  in  most  counties,  otherwise  a  widespread  and  abundant  winter  visitor 
and  passage  migrant.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 


The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated: 


j 

F 

M 

A 

M  J  J  A 

S 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

Peterstone/Went. 

220 

160 

102 

45 

5 

41 

69 

82 

174 

NWR 

680 

1215 

162 

66 

5  200  210 

327 

102 

300 

851 

Llandegfedd  Res. 

265 

280 

10 

15 

40 

51 

213 

GLAMORGAN 

Burry  (S) 

585 

570 

10 

2 

4  10 

150 

90 

600 

990 

CARMARTHEN 

Tywi 

49 

57 

21 

26 

520 

4 

74 

Taf 

231 

163 

103 

36 

62 

119 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

1193 

1389 

493 

359 

406 

601 

1991 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  Est. 

829 

253 

62 

106 

11  2  10  100 

48 

621 

300 

1311 

Teifi  Est. 

80 

163 

45 

44 

84 

125 

200 

Glaslyn/Dwyryd 

342 

42 

103 

12 

140 

239 

317 

CAERNARFON 

Foryd  Bay 

82 

140 

3  12 

28 

14 

32 

46 

Conwy  RSPB 

4 

217  1  40 

159 

104 

100 

FLINT 

Connahs  Q. 

401 

130 

89 

17 

65 

650 

230 

221 

493 

Inner  M  Farm 

14 

25 

28 

60 

200 

Oakenholt 

1000 

200 

40 

6 

90 

1000 

1000 

1200 

500+ 

Point  of  Air 

100 

100 

90 

6 

50 

100 

100 

140 

200 

Breeding  season  records 

:  5 

pairs  bred 

in  the  Elan  Valley,  RADNOR;  4-6  pairs  present  on  the 

Migneint,  MEIRIONNYDD  during  the  breeding  season,  a  pair  also  on  the  Broadwater;  on 
ANGLESEY:  in  June,  there  were  5  at  Cemlyn  on  the  2nd  and  a  pair  were  at  Llyn  Alaw  on  the 
23,d  and  32  males  were  present  at  Malltraeth  Marsh  RSPB  in  the  breeding  season. 

GREEN-WINGED  TEAL  Anas  carolinensis  CORHWYADEN  ASGELL  WERDD 

(C)  Vagrant  from  North  America. 

All  records  were  of  males  at:  Banc-y-lord,  CARMARTHEN  22nd  -  27th  May,  Aber  Clettwr, 
Dyfi,  CEREDIGION  on  19th  Dec.,  at  Porthmadog,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  14th  Jan.  and  at  Llyn 
Parc  Mawr,  ANGLESEY  on  6th  Jan. 
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MALLARD  A nas  platyrhynchos  HWYA DE N  1 1  Y 'LL  7 

(C)  Common  and  widespread  breeding  resident ,  abundant  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor 


to  all  counties.  Wales  —  Amber  listed. 

Monthly  max.  for  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available. 

j  F  M  A  M  J  JASON 


GWENT 


PW/SF 

75 

1 1 1 

25 

17 

18 

Llandegfedd 

290 

132 

18 

6 

NWR 

229 

271 

26 

120 

94 

Undy 

44 

E.  GLAM. 

Rhymney  Est 
Roath  Park  L. 

261 

121 

48 

67 

81 

Cosmeston 

50 

58 

51 

33 

60 

Caerphilly  C. 

32 

120 

84 

35 

90 

Tirfounder  F. 
Ogmore  Est. 
GOWER 

100 

37 

17 

8 

Burry  S 

10 

10 

3 

10 

30 

CARM. 

Taf 

46 

56 

2 

PEMB. 

Cleddau  Est 
CERE. 

230 

159 

108 

Dyfi  E. 

445 

251 

136 

124 

47 

Cors  Caron 
BRECON 
Brecon  C. 
ME1R1. 

247 

240 

130 

50 

Glas./Dwy 

60 

85 

22 

10 

Mawddach 

131 

98 

43 

Llyn  Tegid 
CAERN." 

132 

71 

48 

Foryd  Bay 
TraethLafan 
FLINT 

108 

48 

37 

35 

122 

Connahs  Q 

124 

101 

34 

29 

40 

Oakenholt 

60 

2 

Point  of  Air 

22 

17 

10 

4 

40 

200 

150 

200 

285 

200 

250 

162 

33 

20 

24 

95 

110 

80 

488 

276 

640 

469 

271 

163 

468 

40 

549 

466 

196 

82 

195 

335 

192 

240 

222 

217 

190 

56 

121 

72 

75 

97 

92 

122 

100 

21 

90 

128 

130 

110 

46 

140 

99 

60 

240 

295 

165 

185 

10 

5 

172 

77 

78 

46 

300 

320 

275 

322 

146 

48 

152 

181 

283  ' 

286 

177 

70 

270 

300 

220 

221 

256 

248 

135 

150 

83 

222 

194 

115 

106 

28 

157 

73 

225 

135 

130 

206 

156 

48 

47 

336 

306 

301 

353 

185 

59 

351 

118 

41 

101 

92 

5 

300 

100 

121 

12 

200 

160 

100 

50 

PINTAIL  Anas  acuta  HWYADEN  LOSTFAIN 

((gj  Occasional  passage  migrant  and  locally  abundant  winter  visitor  to  some  counties.  I  f  ales  - 
Amber  listed. 

Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  (holding  counts  ot  80  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 


available. 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

Jn 

A 

X 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

PW/SF 

160 

55 

58 

6 

22 

257 

89 

124 

NWR 

76 

83 

74 

14 

2 

20 

2 

167 

5 

E.  GLAM. 

Rumney  Gt  W. 

90 

337 

89 

1 

33 

2 

350 

185 

Rhymney  Est 

100 

105 

10 

70 

65 

1  "7A 

Cardiff  Fore. 

100 

30 

1  /U 

GOWER 

Burry  (S) 

4460 

2325 

5 

4 

3 

460 

1095 

1130 

4070 

CARM. 

Gwendraeth 

87 

102 

137 

8 

Taf 

16 

2 

4 

2 

6 

173 

373 


J  FMAMJnAS  O  N  D 

CEREDIGION 


DyfiEst.  137 

184 

67 

12 

9 

157 

146 

136 

MEIRI. 

Glaslyn/Dwy.  325 

253 

102 

154 

303 

CAERN. 

Traeth  Lafan  41 

38 

66 

94 

'50 

148 

Foryd/  Braint  236 

ANGLESEY 

278 

n 

J 

70 

200 

106 

152 

Malltraeth  130 

60 

190 

265 

FLINT 

Connahs  Q. 

1 

40+ 

380 

Oakenholt 

40 

10 

200 

1250 

5000 

194 

Point  of  Air  90 

70 

15  120 

200 

400 

250 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  CARMARTHEN:  490  at  Bynea  on  2nd  Jan.,  750  at 
Penclacwydd  on  12th  Jan.;  199  at  Ynyshir,  CEREDIGION  on  10th  Oct.  Inland,  the  River  Dee 
floods,  DENBIGH  attracted  400  at  Ridleywood  on  5th  Jan.  ,  100  at  Pulford  Brook,  Trevalyn  on 
29th  Jan.  and  in  the  Worthenbury  area  on  17th  Jan.  there  were  900 

Inland:  in  BRECON:  a  male  at  Llangorse  on  17th  Feb.,  pairs  there  on  18lh  &  31sl  Mar.  and  a 
female  at  Llyn  Traeth  Bach  on  31st.  In  the  autumn,  again  at  Llangorse,  an  eclipse  male  was 
present  on  30lh  Sept,  a  female  on  7th  Oct.,  and  another  male  on  19th  Nov.  A  bird  at  Talybont  on 
7th  October  may  have  been  the  one  seen  at  Llangorse  earlier  that  day.  A  drake  at  Ffordd  Fawr 
on  24th  Dec.  is  thought  to  have  been  the  approachable  and  well-fed  male  that  adopted  Brecon 
Canal  basin  from  that  afternoon  until  early  January  2008;  in  RADNOR  singles  at  Llandrindod 
Lake  2 1st  -  25th  Dec.  and  Glasbury  1 6th  -  3 1st  Dec. 


GARGANEY  Anas  querquedula  HWYADEN  ADDFAIN 

(A)  Recorded  in  small  numbers  on  passage.  Although  probable  breeding  is  more  frequent, 
there  have  been  only  5  confirmed  Welsh  breeding  attempts  and  only  one  since  1991.  Wales 
Amber  listed. 

All  records  were:  in  GWENT:  a  male  at  Uskmouth  on  29th  Aug.,  a  female  /  imm.  at  Goldcliff 
on  31st  Aug.  &  9th  Sept.;  CARMARTHEN:  at  Penclacwydd,  a  male  8lh  Feb.  -  19th  Apr.,  2 
females  2nd-3rd  may,  and  8th  -  9th  July.  Males  also  at  Banc-y-lord  20lh  Mar.  and  22nd-23rd  May, 
at  Coed  bach  16th  &  23rd  Apr.,  with  2  males  there  29th  Apr.  &  22nd  May;  a  male  at  Marloes 
Mere,  PEMBROKE  on  3ld  May  and  a  pair  there  on  8th  June;  A  pair  was  at  Ynyshir, 
CEREDIGION  on  7th  April  with  a  male  there  from  29th  April  to  2nd  May,  a  pair  again  on  15th 
and  16th  May  with  a  male  present  intermittently  to  mid-June.  Breeding  was  considered  probable 
though  no  young  were  seen;  a  male  at  Llangorse,  BRECON  5th  -  7th  May;  in  CAERNARFON: 
a  male  at  Conwy  RSPB  on  1st  May  and  2  males  on  Bardsey  on  25th  May;  on  ANGLESEY:  a 
male  at  Valley  Wetlands  RSPB  on  2nd  May,  a  pair  at  Malltraeth  Marsh  RSPB  on  3rd  May  with 
the  drake  still  there  on  the  15th. 


SHOVELER  Anas  clypeata  HWYADEN L  YDANBIG 

(C)  Locally  common  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant.  Regular  breeding  species  on 


Monthly  max. 

at  the 

main  wintering  sites  (holding  counts  of  50  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  a 

available.  Small  groups  were  widely  distributed  elsewhere. 

j 

F  M 

A 

M  J  J 

A 

S 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

PW/SF 

120 

20 

10 

88 

302 

238 

142 

NWR 

213 

308  85 

13 

1 

35 

172 

108 

82 

1 18 

E.  GLAM. 

Severn,  Cardiff 

66 

27 

7 

25 

33 

KNNR 

100 

51  6 

5 

1  3 

5 

9 

9 

31 

53 

GOWER 

Burry  (S) 

270 

70 

2 

25 

15 

210 

110 

120 

BRECON 

Llangorse 

65 

7  2 

8 

2 

2 

4 

28 

ANGLE 

Valley  Lakes 

40 

200 

FLINT 

Inner  Marsh  F. 

2 

1 1 

20 

5 

12 

Shotton 

81 

100 

32 

1 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  in  CARMARTHEN:  73  at  Gwnedraeth  &  Coedbach  on  21st 
Feb.  and  231  at  Penclacwydd  on  25th  Nov.;  30  at  Castlemartin  Cors  in  January  and  42  at  St. 
David’s  Airfield  in  February,  both  PEMBROKE;  51  at  Ynyshir,  CERDIGION  in  the  1st  winter 
period  and  34  in  the  2nd; 

Bleeding  season  records,  tar  from  complete:  at  Kenfig,  but  there  was  no  indication  that  they 
bred;  4  pairs  attempted  to  breed  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  but  no  chicks  were  seen. 


RED-CRESTED  POCHARD  Netta  rufina  HWYADEN  GRIBGOCH 

(A)  Feral. 

All  records  were:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  a  wandering  drake  first  seen  at  Ogmore  Est  on  1st  Jan. 
spent  the  rest  of  the  month  at  Pitcot  Pool  -  St  Brides  Major  where  it  had  been  noted  in  Dec 
2006.  It  turned  up  at  The  Wilderness  —  Porthcawl  on  25th  Feb.  but  returned  to  Ogmore  Est.  in 
March  where  it  was  last  seen  on  21st.  Presumably  the  same  bird  re-appeared  at  Ogmore  Est.  on 
22'K  Nov.  where  it  was  last  reported  on  20th  Dec.  after  a  fleeting  visit  to  KNNR  on  25th  Nov.;  a 
pair  at  Rosebush  Res.,  PEMBROKE  on  17th  -  20th  Feb. 
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POCHARD  Aythyaferina  HWYADEN  BENGOCH 

(C)  Resident  breeding  species  in  small  numbers  in  several  counties,  otherwise  a  locally 
common  winter  visitor,  chiefly  to  coastal  counties  and  passage  migrant. 


Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  are 


J 

F 

M  A 

GWENT  NWR 

Ynysfro  Res. 

21 

10 

22 

13  6 

Llandegfedd  Res. 

51 

16 

GLAM. 

Roath  Park  Lake 

44 

36 

31 

Cosmeston  CP 

230 

250 

25 

KNNR 

88 

39 

15  2 

GOWER 

Eg.  Nunydd 

258 

180 

1 

Baglan  Pool 

47 

30 

Fendrod  Lake 

22 

25 

28  1 

Borrow  Pits 

30 

25 

10 

BRECON 

Llangorse  Lake 

21 

24 

27 

Talybont  Res. 

65 

70 

50  1 

Pentwyn 

21 

23 

ANGLE. Llyn  Cefni 

21 

15 

12  25 

Llyn  Maelog 

24 

1 

LlynAlaw 

17 

16 

25 

In  FLINT :  20  at  Point  of  Air  on  1 5 

,h  Jan.,  19 

tabulated  as  available. 


M  J  J 

A 

s 

O 

N 

D 

5  2  8 

3 

1 

11 

'■y 

j 

1 

15 

24 

27 

6 

20 

1 

3 

1 

118 

370 

t  21 

34 

67 

141 

167 

132 

28 

14 

28 

2  2 

3 

15 

29 

29 

3 

14 

17 

3 

17 

3 

1 

11 

25 

2 

17 

10 

14 

1 

7  8  7 

51 

16 

49 

69 

16 

2 

2 

59 

6 

15 

94 

100 

49 

at  Shotton  on  4th 

Nov. 

Breeding  records  included:  in  GWENT:  three  broods  (3,  8,  7)  on  the  Newport  Wetlands;  8  pairs 
bred  at  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHWN;  on  ANGLESEY:  pairs  bred  at  Llyn  Penrhyn  and  Llyn 
Traffwll  and  4  males  were  present  at  Malltraeth  Marsh  RSPB. 

RING-NECKED  DUCK  Aythya  collaris  HWYADEN  DORCHOG 

(A)  Rare  visitor  from  North  America. 

The  only  accepted  records  were:  the  returning  male  at  Uskmouth,  GWENT  on  27n  Mar.  and  a 
male  at  Cwm  Rheidol,  CEREDIGION  on  2nd  Dec.,  which  was  later  seen  at  Nanteos, 
Aberystwyth  on  the  30th  onwards  into  January  2008. 

TUFTED  DUCK  Aythya  fuligula  HWYADEN  GOPOG 

(C)  Resident  breeding  species  in  small  numbers  in  several  Welsh  counties  and  a  locally 


common  winter  visitor. 

The  monthly  max.  in  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated  as  available. 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

S 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

NWR 

61 

56 

87 

64 

45 

28 

12 

25 

20 

1 1 

46 

48 

Ynysfro  R. 

50 

21 

23 

30 

4 

3 

23 

56 

73 

87 

70 

55 

Wentwood 

10 

1 1 

2 

8 

2 

6 

6 

24 

18 

Dunlop  S. 

15 

10 

5 

12 

9 

Llandeg. 

19 

14 

18 

18 

3 

Bryn  Bach 

20 

7 

15 

18 

31 

15 

GLAM. 

Cardiff  Bay 

32 

45 

19 

53 

40 

18 

2 

6 

15 

Roath  Park  L 

140 

94 

53 

1 

5 

7 

8 

8 

31 

57 

Cosmeston 

161 

150 

75 

22 

6 

7 

17 

56 

165 

Llanishen/Lis 

36 

54 

The  Knap 

88 

70 

8 

8 

1 

12 

30 

17 

KNNR 

70 

38 

48 

42 

2 

3 

35 

64 

58 

50 

43 

35 
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J 

F 

M 

A  M  J 

j 

A 

S 

O 

N 

D 

GOWER 

Eglwys  N. 

9 

16 

29 

30  15  28 

39 

1 

3 

7 

1 

30 

Baglan  Pool 

7 

6 

12 

4 

3 

7 

43 

69 

28 

10 

Gnoll  Ponds 

32 

27 

8 

3  2 

5 

9 

14 

14 

Borrow  Pits 

13 

10 

12 

3  8  6 

6 

7 

CARM. 

Penclac. 

31 

38 

BRECON 

Llangorse 

210 

65 

80 

35 

95 

133 

255 

238 

Talybont 

8 

4 

34 

35 

16 

11 

MEIRI. 

L.  Trawsf. 

54 

40 

34 

20 

49 

50 

25 

ANGLE. 

L.  Alaw 

105 

107 

78 

41  121  . 

734 

281 

114 

L.  Cefni 

88 

87 

168 

149  46 

127 

204 

271 

161 

107 

117 

L.  Coron 

49 

59 

10  10 

16 

43 

57 

37 

41 

L.  Maelog 

48 

34 

43  8 

45 

11 

59 

40 

25 

A  large  count 

elsewhere  was 

76  at  Shotton  Paper  Mill,  FLINT  on  1 8  1 

May. 

Breeding  was 

noted  as  follows: 

GWENT:  two  broods  (5  & 

11)  at  Llanwem 

steelworks  and  2 

broods  of  6  at  Uskmouth;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  bred  at  Cors  Crychydd  Reen  and  St  Fagan’s 
Castle  fishponds;  in  CARMARTHEN  8  pairs  bred  at  Penclacwydd  and  one  pair  at  Sandy  Water 
Park;  a  pair  bred  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  but  lost  all  4  chicks  to  predators.  In  BRECON:  the 
only  breeding  records  were  at  Pensam  pool,  one  brood  of  6,  at  Brechfa  Pool,  broods  of  4  &  3 
and  suspected  at  Llangorse  where  2  juvs.  seen  in  July.  Summering  birds  present  at  9  other  sites. 
Numbers  of  summering/moulting  birds  at  Talybont  were  lower  than  in  recent  years,  figures 
shown  as  half-monthly  max.: 

June  15-30  July  1-15  July  16-31  Aug  1-15  Aug  16-31 
Talybont  12  18  27  39  21 

3  pairs  bred  in  RADNOR;  2-3  pairs  bred  at  Llyn  Du  Meifod,  MONTGOMERY;  3  broods  at 
Conwy  RSPB,  CAERNARFON  and  5  males  on  Llyn  Elsi  on  28lh  June;  On  ANGLESEY:  bred 
at  Llyn  Traffwll  and  LlynAlaw,  with  12  males  at  Malltraeth  RSPB. 

SCAUP  Ay  thy  a  marila  HWYADEN  BENDDL 


(B)  Scarce  and  local  winter  visitor,  also 

recorded  on  passage.  Wales  - 

Amber  listed. 

J 

F 

M  A  Jy  A 

S 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT  Newport  Wet. 

1 

E.  GLAM. 

Cosmeston 

2 

1 

1 

7 

Kenfig 

1 

1 

1 

elsewhere 

1 

1  1  1 

GOWER  Eglwys  Nunydd 

1 

Burry  Inlet 

9 

CARMARTHEN 

1 

1 

1 

1 

PEMBROKE 

1 

1 

1 

CEREDIGION 

1 

BRECON 

Llangorse 

J 

MEIRIONNYDD 

1 

1 

MEIRI.  /  CAERN. 

Morfa  Harlech  /  Borth  y  Gest 

6 

10 

4 

CAERN. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

ANGLESEY 

4 

1 

Inland  Sea 

5 

1 

DENBIGH 

1 

FLINT 

Point  of  Air 

2 

2 

1 
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EIDER  Somateria  mollissima  HWYADES  FWYTHBLU 

(C)  Generally  scarce  non-breeding  resident  and  winter  visitor.  Breeding  took  place  for  the  first 
time  in  1997. 


The  monthly  max.  in  the  Burry  Inlet  GLAMORGAN,  Aberdysynni,  MEIRIONNYDD  and 
Penmon/Puffin  Island,  ANGLESEY  were: 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

S 

O 

N 

D 

Burry 

67 

64 

53 

47 

14 

18 

11 

2 

2 

15 

23 

35 

Aberdysynni 

36 

55 

48 

50 

44 

60-70 

Penmon  /  Puffin  I. 

4 

19 

7 

10 

15 

Breeding  information:  MEIRIONNYDD:  a  female  with  a  brod  of  5  at  Tonfanau  on  8  '  June, 
was  the  first  confimed  breeding  for  that  county;  no  confirmed  breeding  took  place  on 
ANGLESEY. 


LONG-TAILED  DUCK  Clangula  hyemalis 
(B)  Scarce  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant, 
in  north-west  Wales.  Rare  inland. 

A  summary  of  records  for  each  county: 

J 

E.  GLAMORGAN  Parc  Cwm  Darran 

GOWER 

CEREDIGION  Aberleri 

MEIRI.  Tonfanau  /  Tywyn  1 

MEIRI.  /  CAERN.  Morfa  Harlech  /  Borth  y  Gest  1 
CAERNARFON  north  coast 

ANGLESEY  1 


HWYADEN  GYNFFON-HIR 
most  frequently  recorded  offshore  from  counties 


F  MAM 

1 


O  N  D 
1 
1 


1  1 

3 

1  2 


1 

1 


COMMON  SCOTER  Melanitta  nigra  MOR-HWYADEN DDU 


(C)  A  locallv  abundant  visitor,  recorded  all  year  round  but  mainly 

’  during  the  winter  months. 

The  distribution  is  predominantly  coastal,  although  it  is  regular  in  small  numbers 

on 

inland 

waters  on  passage. 

Wales 

-Amber  listed. 

Recorded  off  all  coastal  counties,  counts  from  the  main  sites: 

j 

F  M  A  J  A 

s  0 

N 

D 

GOWER 

Rhossili/Worms 

138 

238  143 

30 

2 

CARM  /  PEMB 
Carmarthen  Bay 
PEMBROKE 

3,000 

St.  Bride’s  Bay 

50 

60 

220 

CERE,  off  Borth 

3 

120  39  200 

220  22 

55 

27 

MEIRI.  Tonfanau 
MEIRI/CAERN 

50-60 

50-60 

40 

300 

M.  Harlech  /  B.y  G. 
ANGLESEY 

150 

Red  Wharf  Bay 

225 

400 

DENBIGH 

Llanddulas  /  Kin. 

4000 

1000 

5000 

Autumn  monthly  passage  totals  at  Strumble  Head,  PEMB.  (daily  Maxa:  159  on  29n  Sept.): 

July  Aug  Sept  Oct  Nov  Dec 

60  77  599  2  10  189 

Inland  there  were  records  from:  An  adult  male  was  with  a  first-winter  male  at  Llangorse, 
BRECON  after  storms  on  1 1th  Jan.;  14  at  Elan  Valley  1 1th  July  and  one  at  Llanbwchllyn  on  16th 
Nov.;  4  at  Llyn  Tegid,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  14th  Sept. 
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BLACK  SCOTER  Melanitta  americana  MOR-HWYADEN  AMERICA 

(A)  A  vagrant. 

The  male  off  Llanfairfechan,  CAERNARFON  remained  until  9lh  Apr. 

SURF  SCOTER  Melanitta perspicillata  MOR-HWYADEN  YR  EWYN 

(A)  A  rare  trans-Atlantic  visitor  to  Wales. 

The  only  record  was  of  two  males  in  Carmarthen  Bay,  CARMARTHEN  from  December  2006 
until  25th  Feb. 

VELVET  SCOTER  Melanitta  fiasco  MOR-HWYADEN  Y  GOGLEDD 

(A)  A  scarce  and  local  winter  visitor,  regular  in  small  numbers  to  some  coastal  counties. 
Occasionally  recorded  on  passage.  Rare  inland. 

All  records  were:  3  at  Kenfig  Sands,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  8th  Nov.;  in  GOWER:  2  males  oft 
Port  Talbot  breakwater  on  10th  Nov.  and  3  there  on  the  13th.  Four  females  at  Whiteford  Point  on 
10lh  Nov.,  6  at  Oxwich  Bay  on  13th  Nov.,  then  6  off  Mumble  Pier  on  the  19th.  4  males  east  of 
Whiteford  lighthouse  on  22nd  Nov.;  off  Pendine,  CARMARTHEN,  6  on  28th  Jan.,  2  on  29th  Jan. 
and  one  17th  Mar.;  in  PEMBROKE:  a  male  passing  off  Strumble  Head  on  12lh  Sept.,  three 
males  there  on  18th  Nov.  and  two  males  on  10lh  Dec.  Five  off  Broad  Haven  (N)  on  18th  &  19th 
Dec.,  reducing  to  three  by  the  23ld;  male  off  Borth,  CEREDIGION  on  19dl  Oct.;  in 
MEIRIONNYDD:  three  off  Morfa  Harlech  on  28th  Jan.  &  6th  Feb.,  one  off  Aberdysynni  on  19Ul 
Nov.,  two  there  on  14th  Dec.,  three  on  16th  &  21st,with  one  remaining  until  the  end  of  the  year; 
off  CAERNARFON:  at  Llanfairfechan  3rd  -  4th  ,  10th  &  16th  -  17th  Feb.  and  2nd  -  3rd  March,  off 
Morfa  Madryn  on  4th  Feb.  and  off  Penmaenmawr  on  17th  Feb.;  a  male  on  the  Inland  Sea, 
ANGLESEY  1st  -24th  Jan.;  one  off  Towyn,  DENBIGH  on  lsl  Feb. 

GOLDENEYE  Bucephala  clcingula  HWYADEN LYGAD-AUR 

(C)  Locally  common  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant,  with  an  increasing  number  oj 


individuals  summering  on  inland  lakes. 
Monthly  max.  counts  at  the  main  sites  were: 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

S 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

NWR 

6 

6 

4 

2 

River  Usk,  south  of  Usk 

11 

E.GLAM 

[.  Ogmore  Est 

22 

33 

5 

2 

11 

31 

KNNR 

1 1 

14 

19 

11 

2 

5 

6 

GOWER 

Eglwys  Nuny. 

13 

16 

17 

5 

4 

12 

15 

PEMB 

Cleddau  Est. 

9 

10 

7 

Bosherston 

16 

18 

15 

5 

17 

BREC. 

Llangorse  Lake 

66 

76 

37 

23 

10 

43 

54 

Talybont  Res. 

7 

10 

11 

3 

6 

3 

7 

Pentwyn 

12 

17 

15 

7 

1 

10 

ME1RI. 

Llyn  Tegid 

7 

12 

5 

1 

5 

L.  Trawsfynydd 

10 

10 

5 

3 

10 

CAERN. 

Foryd  Bay 

13 

16 

10 

3 

2 

4 

Traeth  Lafan 

62 

10 

11 

1 

30 

15 

Conwy  RSPB 

3 

9 

10 

2 

5 

ANGLE. 

Llyn  Alaw 

15 

1 

7 

Llyn  Cefni 

10 

8 

10 

13 

5 

8 

Llyn  Maelog 

10 

9 

10 

1 

5 

11 

Cemlyn 

7 

10 

4 

6 

5 

7 

Large  counts  included:  16  at  Talley  Lakes,  CARMARTHEN  on  8th  Mar.  and  28  at  Ynyshir, 
CEREDIGION  on  18th  Feb. 
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SMEW  Mergus  albellus  LLEIAN  WEN 

(A)  Scarce  winter  visitor,  not  recorded  annually  in  any  county  except  in  Glamorgan,  though 
subject  to  cold  weather  influxes  from  the  Continent. 

All  records  were:  a  male  +  female  on  the  BOS  Plant,  Steelworks  lagoon,  Margam.  GOWER  on 
the  17th  Feb.,  4th,  5th  &  9th  Mar.;  a  redhead  at  Llanbwchllyn,  RADNOR  18lh  Nov.  -  3 1'1  Dec. 
(also  at  Llandrindod  Lake  25th  Dec.);  a  redhead  at  Conwy  RSPB,  CAERNAFON  on  4th  Nov.; 
on  ANGLESEY  a  redhead  at  Llyn  Coron  on  11th  Feb.,  with  two  there  on  12th  &  21s'  and 
another  on  21st  Dec. 

RED-BREASTED  MERGANSER  M.  serrcitor  HWYADEN FRONGOCH 

(C)  Locally  common  winter  visitor,  particularly  to  the  north  Wales  coast.  Small  numbers  breed, 


chiefly  around  the  coast  -  line  from  Ceredigion  to  Anglesey. 

Monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  for  which  systematic  counts  are  available  are  tabulated. 


J 

F 

M. 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

GOWER 

Burry  (S) 

10 

10 

10 

10 

1 

10 

10 

5 

CERE. 

Dyfi  Est. 

15 

32 

24 

21 

9 

14 

13 

11 

17 

15 

11 

24 

MEIRE 

Glaslyn/Dwyryd 

13 

26 

14 

15 

10 

15 

Mawddach 

17 

13 

3 

34 

8 

32 

Tonfanau 

30 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1  + 

4 

CAERN. 

Foryd  Bay 

12 

2 

28 

16 

6 

2 

5 

11 

14 

8 

8 

7 

Traeth  Lafan 

29 

31 

42 

27 

37 

26 

ANGLESEY 

Cemlyn 

4 

1 

2 

10 

8 

3 

3 

7 

8 

4 

2 

DENBIGH 

Towyn  /  Llandd 
FLINT 

10 

1 1 

8 

Point  ofAir 

8 

2 

5 

15 

Rhyl  Marine  L. 

17 

17 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  in  CARMARTHEN:  15  at  Salmon  Scar  on  4  Apr.  and  16  at 
Pwll  on  11th  Dec.;  birds  seen  passing  PEMBROKE:  18  off  St.  Govan’s  Head  on  15th  Dec. 
during  a  strong  S/E  Wind  and  7  off  Strumble  Head  on  1 1th  Oct  -  10th  Nov. 

Breeding  information  included:  4  y  seen  at  Broadwater,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  19  Aug.;  on 
ANGLESEY:  one  pair  bred  on  the  Alaw  Estuary  and  on  the  Inland  Sea  (2  females  with  1  and  9 
chicks).  8  were  at  Cemlyn  on  30th  April  with  3  were  there  on  14th  May. 


GOOSANDER  M  merganser  HWYADEN DDANHEDDOG 

(C)  Breeding  resident  on  most  Welsh  rivers  in  mid  and  north  Wales,  the  breeding  population 
slowly  expanding.  In  winter,  numbers  are  augmented  by  birds  dispersing  from  farther  north. 


Monthly  max.  at  the 

main 

sites  for  which  systematic  counts  are  available  are  tabulated. 

J 

F  M 

A 

M 

J  J 

A 

5  O 

N 

D 

GWENT  Gamlydan 

6 

3  3 

6 

3 

16 

Gobion 

9 

12 

11 

1 

4 

Llandegfedd  R 

12 

1 

9 

5 

Llanwenarth 

3 

12 

5 

10 

1 

5 

5 

R.  Usk,  Bulmore 

11 

6  3 

3 

1 

5 

5 

R.  Usk,  Usk 

1 1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

4 

Llantamam  Ind. 

21 

7 
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J 

F 

M 

A 

M  J  J 

A 

5 

O 

N  D 

GLAM  R.  Taff 

4 

2 

6 

4 

1 

2 

1 

8  7 

Merthyr  Pools 

7 

7 

18 

11  13 

Cynon  Valley 

10 

14 

2 

3 

1 

12 

Ogmore  Est. 

5 

2 

5 

2 

1 

4 

5  6 

Parc  Slip 

5 

4 

7 

6 

3 

3 

PEMB  Bosherston 

17 

18 

2 

2  25 

BREC.  Llangorse 

15 

8 

4 

6 

Talybont 

32 

19 

18 

2 

3 

3 

MEIRI  Broadwater 

30 

32 

3 

CAERN  T.  Lafan 

12 

1 

3 

Other  large  counts 

included: 

53  at 

Dolydd  Hafren,  MONTGOMERY 

in  December;  90  at 

Llanbwchllyn,  RADNOR  on  27th  Dec.;  30  at  Llangollen,  DENBIGH  on  4th  Oct.  and  18  at 
Rhuddlan,  FLINT  on  13th  June,  16  there  on  23ld  Dec. 

Numbers  in  the  Wye  valley,  BRECON  in  late  winter  are  shown  by  the  following  simultaneous 
counts: 


Llyswen  -  Erwood  Bridge 
Erwood  Bridge  -  Ysgiog 
Ysgiog  -  Builth  Wells 
Builth  Wells  -  Penmincae 
Penmincae  -  Newbridge 


13th  Feb 
0 
2 
4 
0 
2 


20th  Feb 
7 
2 
2 
2 
2 


13th  Mar 
0 

3 
7 
1 

4 


21st  Mar 
2 
0 
11 
0 
5 


Breeding  information  included:  in  GWENT:  1  ly  at  Abergavenny  on  23ld  May,  1  ly  at  Gobion 
on  1 1th  May  and  2  broods  (5  &  9)  at  Llanwenarth;  E’  GLAMORGAN:  a  female  +  juv.  on  the 
River  Taff,  at  Forest  Farm,  Cardiff  on  16th  June  was  the  first  breeding  recod  for  the  county; 
GOWER:  bred  at  Cwmgwrach  (4y),  Rheola  (6y);  in  CARMARTHEN:  6y  seen  at  Drsylwyn, 
lOy  at  Pentre  Dafis,  4y  at  Cilsan  Bridge  and  1  ly  at  Dolgarreg;  in  CEREDIGION:  bred  on  the 
Ystwyth  river  with  a  female  with  chicks  at  Llanilar  and  a  female  with  eight  well  grown  young 
at  Trawscoed.  Also  bred  on  the  Dyfi  (MONTGOMERY)  with  a  female  with  three  large  young 
at  Ynyshir;  in  BRECON:  a  pair  was  seen  nest  prospecting  in  an  oak  tree  at  Cilwych 
(Llangynidr),  and  a  female  was  distressed  at  being  evicted  by  Jackdaws  from  a  nest-hole  in  an 
oak  at  Gilestone  Farm.  Breeding  was  confirmed  on  the  River  Usk  between  Talybont  and 
Pencelli  where  four  broods  of  varying  age  were  seen.  Broods  were  also  found  at  Llangynidr, 
and  at  Llanwrthwl  (female  +  6y).  Breeding  was  suspected  in  the  Ystradfellte  area.  6  pairs  bred 
at  Dolydd  Hafren,  MONTGOMERY;  in  CAERNARFON:  a  female  with  8  ducklings  in  Nant 
Ffrancon  below  Blaen  y  Nant,  a  female  and  five  young  were  on  Llyn  Padam  and  a  female 
with  two  young  at  Aber  Ogwen.  There  were  6  juveniles  at  Morfa  Madryn  on  7  Sept.; 
DENBIGH:  a  juv.  seen  at  Denbigh  on  the  12th  Apr.;  FLINT:  bred  at  Rhuddlan  (4  juvs.)  and  at 
Rhyl  (6  juvs.). 


RUDDY  DUCK  Oxyura  jamaicensis  HWYADEN  GOCH 


(C)  Scarce  breeding 

resident 

in 

several  counties.  Locally 

common 

on 

Anglesey  but  number 

reduced  by  culling elsewhere  a  scarce  winter  visitor. 

J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

S 

O 

N  D 

GWENT  NWR 

1 

1 

1 

1 

E.  GLAM. 
CARMARTHEN 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

BRECON 

CAERN.  Conwy 

1 

1 

3 

3 

2 

3 

ANGLE  L.  Alaw 

88 

18 

Llyn  Cefni 

10 

1 

1 

3 

1 

6 

Llyn  Coron 
Llyn  Maelog 

3 

1 

l 

3 
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ANGLESEY:  a  male  was  at  Llyn  Elafodol  on  the  16th  Apr.,  6  (2m  &  4f)  at  Llyn  Penrhyn  on 
21st  Apr.,  3  (f  +  2  juvs)  at  Llyn  Cefni  on  the  25lh  Aug.  with  one  there  on  12th  Sept.  Four  males 
were  present  at  Malltraeth  Marsh  RSPB  in  the  breeding  season.  FLINT:  present  on  the  Dee  all 
year,  max.  3  at  Connahs  Quay  on  30lh  July. 


RED  GROUSE  Lagopus  lagopus  GRUGIAR 

(C)  Breeding  resident  on  heather  uplands,  declining  in  most  areas.  Wales  -  Red  listed. 

Limited  reports  received,  which  do  not  reflect  the  overall  situation.  In  GWENT:  56  pairs  tound 
during  a  survey  of  the  Blorenge,  Mynydd  Gam  Clochdy,  Coity  Mountain,  Mynydd  James, 
Mynydd  Farteg  Fawr  and  adjacent  upland  areas  during  June  and  August.  Elsewhere  reports 
from  Mynydd  Llangynidr,  Trefil,  Cefn  Gam-yr-erw  and  above  the  Gwyddon  Valley.  Reported 
from  2  locations  in  E.  GLAMORGAN;  two  at  opne  site  in  CARMARTHEN;  in  BRECON: 
breeding  was  proven  at  Cefn  Onneu,  Llangynidr  where  two  males  and  a  female  with  six  chicks 
were  found  on  22nd  May.  Otherwise  recorded  at  Twyn  Pwll  Morlais,  Mynydd  Llangatwg, 
Gwaun  Cerrig  Llywdion,  on  the  Elenydd,  at  Gamrhiw  and  Pen  y  Rhestr  and  in  the  Black 
Mountains  and  Penyfan.  MEIRIONNYDD:  16  occupied  1km  squares  on  the  Migneint  and  a 
female  was  near  the  summit  of  Tarrenhendre;  CAERNARFON:  on  the  Cameddau,  Mynydd 
Llandegai,  Pen-y-castell,  Tal  y  Fan,  Drum,  Moelyci,  Cwm  Ffynnon  (Pen  y  Gwryd)  /  Capel 
Curig.;  DENBIGH:  at  Mynydd  Hiraethog,  Llyn  Brenig,  on  the  Berwyns;  FLINT:  the  only 
record  was  a  bird  west  of  Cilcain. 

BLACK  GROUSE  Tetrao  tetrix  GRUGIAR  DDU 

(C)  Breeding  resident  on  moorlands  of  north  and  mid-Wales,  recent  increase  in  numbers. 
Wales  -  Red  listed. 

A  total  of  221  lekking  males  in  Wales  this  year,  42  in  MONTGOMERY.  53  in 
MEIRIONNYDD,  2  in  CAERNARFON,  114  in  DENBIGH  and  10  in  FLINT.  Additionally 
there  was  a  female  near  Nant  y  Moch  Res.,  CEREDIGION  on  21st  Apr. 

There  was  an  extraordinary  record  of  one  landing  briefly  on  a  sand  bank  at  Conwy  RSPB, 
CAERNARFON  on  7th  May.  It  was,  not  surprisingly,  the  first  record  for  the  reserve. 
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RED-LEGGED  PARTRIDGE  Alectoris  rufa  PETRISEN  GOESGOCH 

(B)  Almost  extinct  in  the  majority  of  Wales  except  for  a  scattering  of  records.  Populations,  in 
majority  of  areas  where  this  species  is  found,  now  probably  maintained  by  release  schemes. 
Populations  maintained  by  releases.  A  summary  of  records  received:  reported  from  8  sites  in 
GWENT;  at  10  sites  in  E.  GLAMORGAN;  at  one  site  on  GOWER;  at  one  site  in 
CARMARTHEN;  at  9  sites  in  PEMBROKE;  at  10+  sites  in  CEREDIGION;  at  4  sites  in 
BRECON;  at  2  sites  in  MEIRIONNYDD;  at  2  sites  in  CAERNARFON;  at  12  sites  on 
ANGLESEY;  around  Ruabon  Moor,  DENBIGH;  from  6  sites  in  FLINT. 

GREY  PARTRIDG E  Perdix perdix  PETRISEN 

(B)  Almost  extinct  as  a  breeding  species  in  much  of  Wales.  Populations,  in  majority  of  areas 
where  this  species  is  found,  now  probably  maintained  by  release  schemes.  Wales  -  Red  listed. 
Population  maintained  by  releases.  All  records  received  were:  Reported  from  6  sites  in 
GWENT,  max.  12  at  West  Pill  on  9th  Nov.;  at  4  locations  in  E.  GLAMORGAN,  max.  15  at 
Marcross  on  3rd  Nov.;  25  were  released  at  Rhossili,  GOWER;  3  at  Ty  Gwyn  pool, 
CEREDIGION  on  13th  Apr.;  at  2  sites  in  RADNOR;  a  pair  were  seen  on  near  Pontwgan, 
CAERNARFON  on  25th  Nov.;  5  on  24th  Mar.  at  Holyhead  Breakwater  Country  Park, 
ANGLESEY;  DENBIGH:  2  at  Pulford  on  18th  Feb.,  one  at  Towyn  on  31st  Mar.;  FLINT:  2  at 
Sandycroft  on  26th  Apr.,  2  at  Shotwick  23ld  Feb.  &  16lh  Mar.,  3  on  20th  Aug.  and  one  24l  May. 

QUAIL  Coturn ix  coturnix  SOFLIAR 

(A)  A  scarce  and  irregular  breeding  species,  irruptive  in  some  years;  scarce  passage  migrant. 
Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

th 

All  records  were  of  single  calling  males  unless  stated,  at  Cwmystwyth,  CEREDIGION  on  8 
June;  at  Tregoyd,  BRECON  on  8th  June;  in  RADNOR  at  Elan  Valley  on  4th  &  28th  June, 
Fourstones  1st  July,  2  at  Glasbury  on  8th  July  and  one  at  Walton  on  23,d  July;  4  males  heard 
calling  at  Lake  Vymwy,  MONTGOMERY. 

PHEASANT  Phasianus  colchicus  FFESANT 

(D)  A  locally  common  breeding  resident,  widespread  throughout  Wales. 


RED-THROATED  DIVER  Gavia  stellata  TROCHYDD  GYDDFGOCH 

(B)  Winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant,  regularly  recorded  offshore,  sometimes  in  large 
concentrations.  Rare  inland.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J  A 

S 

O 

N 

D 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

6 

1 

10+ 

Porthcawl 

2+ 

1 

2 

2 

Kenfig  Sands  /  Sker 

14 

2 

GOWER  Swansea 

4 

S.  Gower  -  Rhossili 

1 

20 

CARMARTHEN 

3+ 

3 

3 

3 

1 

5 

7 

7 

PEMBROKE 

23 

13 

12 

4 

2 

1 

17 

31 

Off  Strumble 

5 

4 

4 

3 

82 

CEREDIGION 

2 

2 

1 

5 

1 

21 

5 

62 

MONTGOMERY 

1 

CAERNARFON 

Aberdesach  /Dinas  D. 

10 

17 

Traeth  Lafan 

2 

49 

49 

7 

8 

7 

ANGLESEY 

14 

13 

2 

50 

1 

2 

10 

1 

43 

4 

West  of  Wylfa 

7 

3 

2 

8 

2 

8 

1 

6 

12 

DEN.  Off  Towyn 

10 

1 

20 

40 

FLINT  Point  of  Air 

1 

18 

1 

2+ 
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Largest  daily  maxa.  off  Strumble  was  of  29  on  30  Dec. 

Counts  of  northern  CEREDIGION  included:  14  flying  north  off  Tanybwlch  on  24th  Jan.,  15  off 
Llanon  on  1st  Feb.  and  19  off  Aberaeron  on  3ld  Feb.  In  the  second  winter  period,  the  highest 
counts  were  25  off  Aberystwyth  on  16lh  Nov.,  21  off  Llanrhystud  on  15th  Dec.  and  65  at  Wallog 
on  31st  Dec. 

One  inland  record  at  Llyn  Mawr,  MONTGOMERY  on  2Pl  Jan. 

BLACK-THROATED  DIVER  Gavia  arctica  TROCHYDD  GYDDFDDU 

(A)  Winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant,  recorded  in  small  numbers  annually. 

All  records  were  of  singles  unless  stated:  GOWER:  2  off  Port  Eynon  1 1th  May,  3  off  Blackpill 
on  2nd  Sept,  and  singles  there  3ld  Nov.  &  8th  Dec.;;  at  Burry  Port,  CARMARTHEN  on  14th 
Mar.;  in  PEMBROKE:  at  Amroth  on  26th  Jan.  and  off  Strumble  Head  on  13th  &  29th  Oct  and 
10th  Nov.  with  2  there  on  30th  &  3 1st  Oct.;  in  CEREDIGION:  off  New  Quay  on  30th  Jan.  and  off 
Llanrhystud  on  26th  Apr.;  MEIRIONNYDD:  on  Afon  Dwyryd  on  5th  Mar.;  CAERNARFON: 
off  Bardsey  on  19th,  25th,  26th  &  30th  Sept,  and  off  Rhos  Point  on  10th  Nov.;  ANGLESEY: 
Holyhead  Harbour  1 st  -  24th  Jan.  and  13th  &  18th  Feb.;  FLINT  off  Point  of  Air,  27th  &  29th  June. 
Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

3  1  2  1  2’  1  7  4  3  1 

GREAT  NORTHERN  DIVER  Gavia  immer  TROCHYDD  MA  WR 

(B)  Winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant,  recorded  offshore  in  small  numbers  annually. 
Recorded  from  inland  waters  more  frequently  than  other  diver  species. 


Approx,  monthly  totals  for  each  county: 

J 

F 

M 

A  M 

5  O 

N 

D 

E. GLAMORGAN 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

GOWER 

2 

2 

2 

1 

5 

1 

CARMARTHEN 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6+ 

PEMBROKE 

13 

11 

4 

5  1 

4 

12 

CEREDIGION 

3+ 

1 

1 

CAERNARFON 

Aberdesach  /  Dinas  Dinlle 

7 

3 

8 

1 

2 

Traeth  Lafan 

3 

3 

1 

3 

1 

ANGLESEY 

24 

4 

3 

1  1 

1  1 

5 

J 

DENBIGH 

1 

FLINT 

1 

LITTLE  GREBE  Tachybaptus  ruficollis  GWYACH FACH 

(C)  Rather  uncommon  breeding  resident  on  well  vegetated  lakes,  marshes  and  water  courses; 
scarcer  in  the  land-locked  counties.  Winter  visitor. 

Breeding  records  (not  full  surveys)  received  were:  GWENT:  16  broods  at  5  sites;  E. 
GLAMORGAN:  1 1  prs.  at  5  sites;  GOWER:  bred  at  6  sites;  CARMARTHEN:  at  2  sites; 
CEREDIGION:  at  9  sites;  BRECON:  8  prs.  at  6  sites;  MEIRIONNYDD:  bred  at  1  site; 
CAERNARFON:  at  2  sites;  ANGLESEY:  8  prs.  at  Malltraeth  Marsh  RSPB:  FLINT  at  one 
site.  These  are  not  complete  surveys. 


384 


Monthly  maximum  counts: 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT  NWR 

13 

17 

24 

18 

13 

16 

28 

43 

28 

27 

18 

13 

Ynysyfro  Res. 

10 

1 1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

5 

9 

9 

E.  GLAM  Llan/Lis  Res 

15 

1 1 

7 

Roath  Park  Lake 

10 

7 

5 

1 

1 

7 

12 

23 

25 

26 

Aberthaw  Lagoon 

10 

12 

1 

4 

4 

8 

12 

15 

Ogmore  Est. 

10 

5 

3 

6 

13 

6 

PEMBS  Cleddau  Est 

33 

36 

12 

11 

11 

36 

20 

BRECON  Talybont 

10 

13 

8 

19 

36 

19 

34 

CAERN.Traeth  Lafan 

1 1 

6 

9 

24 

ANGLESEY  Cemlyn 

13 

8 

4 

2 

2 

8 

4 

9 

17 

Llyn  Cefni 

8 

6 

4 

4 

1 1 

7 

15 

20 

24 

16 

15 

GREAT  CRESTED  GREBE  Podiceps  cristatus  GWYACH  FA  WR  GOPOG 

(C)  Resident  breeding  species  in  all  counties  except  Pembroke,  breeding  on  shallow, 
vegetated  lakes.  Shows  a  more  coastal  distribution  in  winter  and  recorded  on  passage  from 
several  counties. 

Breeding  records  (not  full  surveys)  were:  GWENT:  21+  broods  at  6  sites  (including  at  least  1 
brood  at  Llandegfedd  Res.);  EAST  GLAMORGAN:  9  prs.  at  8  sites;  GOWER:  4  prs.  at 
Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  and  one  pair  at  Resolven  Borrow  Pit;  CARMARTHEN:  at  one  site; 
CEREDIGION:  single  pairs  bred  at  Llyn  Glandwgan  &  Frongoch;  BRECON:  8  pairs  at 
Llangorse,  3  pairs  and  another  adult  were  on  Talybont,  and  single  pairs  on  Pontsticill, 
Pentwyn,  Upper  Neuadd,  Beacons,  Usk  and  Crai  Reservoirs;  RADNOR:  5  pairs  at  4  sites; 
MONTGOMERY:  3  prs.  at  3  sites;  MEIRIONNYDD:  at  2  sites;  CAERNARFON:  pairs  at  3 
sites;  ANGLESEY:  bred  at  4  sites;  at  one  site  in  FLINT.  These  are  not  complete  surveys. 
Monthly  counts  from  sites  were: 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

S 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

Llandegfedd  R 

10 

11 

30 

24 

17 

16 

34 

56 

55 

30 

8 

10 

E.  GLAM. 

Cardiff  Bay 

22 

32 

28 

31 

7 

12 

7 

10 

3 

10 

1 

Roath  Park  Lake 

15 

19 

19 

11 

7 

12 

18 

16 

16 

11 

1 

4 

Cosmeston 

7 

5 

6 

5 

3 

2 

2 

3 

KNNR 

8 

7 

6 

4 

3 

1 

6 

7 

3 

8 

10 

4 

GOWER 

Eglwys  Nunydd  R 

156 

112 

83 

44 

45 

32 

21 

22 

37 

60 

132 

126 

Blackpill 

28 

29 

2 

1 

85 

155 

Whiteford 

27 

56 

34 

18 

25 

28 

66 

72 

75 

129 

193 

69 

PEMBS 

Cleddau  Est 

26 

24 

1 1 

2 

7 

12 

10 

Fishguard  Harbour 

7 

8 

1 

1 

1 

BRECON 

Llangorse 

13 

25 

19 

19 

CAERN. 

Traeth  Lafan 

32 

1 12 

11 

4 

104 

50 

44 

ANGLE. 

Llyn  Cefni 

2 

2 

3 

2 

1 

10 

10 

2 

1 12  at  Llanrhidian,  Burry  Inlet,  GOWER  on  29th  Sept,  and  100  at  Baglan  Bay  on  3Ul  Dec. 

RED-NECKED  GREBE  Podiceps  grisegena  GWYACH  YDDFGOCH 

(A)  Scarce  but  regular  winter  visitor. 

All  records  were:  2  at  Salmon  Scar,  CARMARTHEN  on  18th  Nov.;  in  PEMBROKE:  two  were 
at  Angle  Bay  on  6th  Jan.  then  a  single  there  on  18lh  Jan.,  4th  Feb.  &  2nd  Mar.  and  a  single  passed 
Strumble  Head  on  17th  Oct.;  MEIRIONNYDD:  one  in  summer  plumage  off  Harlech  on  3,d  Apr. 

Additional  record  for  2006:  one  in  Cardiff  Bay,  E.  GLAMORGAN  15th  Feb. 
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SLAVONIAN  GREBE  Podiceps  auritus  GWYACH  GORNIOG 

(B)  A  scarce  cmd  local  winter  visitor,  chiefly  to  coasted  waters,  occasionally  recorded  on 


passage.  Rare  inland. 

Summary  of  multiple  winter  records: 


GLAMORGAN 
PEMBROKE 
CAERN.  /MEIRI. 
CAERNARFON 
ANGLESEY 


Whiteford  Point 
St.  Brides  Bay 

M.  Bychan  /  Harlech/  Criccieth 
Traeth  Lafan 

Beddmanarch  /  Inland  Sea 


J 

7 


1 

2 

5 


F  M  A 

6  5 

6  3  4 

6 

4  2 


; 

O  N  D 
1+  8 

2 

1 

2  4  1 

3  2 


Elsewhere,  singles  unless  stated:  in  CARMARTHEN:  on  the  Gwendraeth  on  10ln  Jan.,  3  off 
Cefin  Sidan  on  27lh  Jan.,  off  Salmon  Scar  Point  on  14th  Feb.  &  Cefn  Padrig  on  25th  Nov.;  in 
PEMBROKE:  in  Angle  Bay  4lh  -  18lh  Jan.  and  off  Amroth  27th  Nov.;  CAERNARFON:  past  the 
Little  Orme  on  1st  Jan.  and  off  Rhos  Point  on  28th  Dec.;  ANGLESEY:  off  Fryars  Bay  on  23  d 
Jan.,  2  off  Gallows  Point  on  18th  Nov.  and  3  off  Benllech  on  21st  Dec. 


BLACK-NECKED  GREBE  Podiceps  nigricollis  GWYACH  YDDFDDU 

(A)  Rare  winter  visitor  to  coasted  waters,  occasionally  recorded  on  passage.  A  regular 
visitor  in  small  numbers  only  to  Anglesey  and  Caernarfon.  Has  bred  on  Anglesey  in  the  past. 

All  records  received  were  of  singles:  a  juv.  at  Kenfig,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  27th  Aug.;  in 
CARMARTHEN:  at  Sandy  water  Park  6th  -  13th  Oct.  and  possibly  the  same  bird  at  Witchett 
Pool  on  14th  Oct.;  at  Westfield  Pill,  PEMBROKE  18th  -  22nd  Nov.;  at  William  Condry  Reserve, 
Dyfi,  MONTGOMERY  18th  Oct.  until  the  end  of  the  year;  off  Harlech,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  6th 
Feb.;  at  Aber  Ogwen,  CAERNARFON  on  26lh  Nov.;  at  Llyn  Cefni,  ANGLESEY  on  9lh  Nov. 
Monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

1  12+41 


FULMAR  Fulmarus  glacialis  ADERYN-DRYC1N  Y  GRAIG 

(C)  A  numerous  species,  breeding  in  all  coastal  counties  except  Gwent.  Frequent  offshore  in 
most  months. 

Counts  of  apparently  occupied  sites  are  as  follows:  GOWER:  pairs  at  Lewes  castle  (2), 
Cilboidy  (3),  Kitchen  Comer  (2),  Outer  Worm’s  Head  (2),  Blue  Pool  Bay(2)  and  Three 
Chimney’s  (2);  in  PEMBROKE:  75  along  the  Castlemartin  Peninsula,  135  on  Skokholm,  272 
on  Ramsey  and  61  Ion  Skomer,  where  breeding  success  was  0.35  %,  a  small  increase  on  2006; 
in  CAERNARFON:  at  least  15  pairs  nested  on  the  Little  Orme  and  32  pairs  on  Bardsey, 
compared  to  39  last  year  (ten  pairs  failed,  productivity  of  0.69/pair,  cf.  0.74  last  year). 

SOOTY  SHEARWATER  Puff  inns  griseus  ADERYN-DRYCIN  DU 

(B)  A  fairly  common  passage  migrant  to  western  coastal  areas,  principally  in  the  period  late 
August  to  early  October. 

All  records  were  of  singles  unless  stated:  off  GOWER:  2  off  Port  Eynon  on  21st  Sept.;  off 
PEMBROKE:  at  Strumble  Head  where  monthly  totals  were:  2  in  August  and  25  in  September. 
The  largest  daily  count  was  of  6  on  24th  Sept.  Elsewhere  off  Newgale  on  18th  Nov.;  off  New 
Quay,  CEREDIGION  on  25th  Sept.;  MEIRIONNYDD:  off  Tonfanau  on  17th  Nov.; 
CAERNARFON:  passed  Bardsey  on  22nd  Aug.,  others  on  9th,  10lh  &  24th  Sept. with  3  on  20th, 
and  one  on  16th  Oct.  Two  passed  Litle  Orme  on  10th  Sept.;  ANGLESEY:  off  The  Range  on  19th 
Aug.,  Cemlyn  on  12th  Aug.,  10th  Sept,  and  Point  Lynas  on  7th  Dec. 
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MANX  SHEARWATER  Puffmus  puffinus  ADERYN-DRYCIN  MAN  A  W 

(C)  Breeding  on  Pembrokeshire  islands  and  also  in  Caernarfon.  Large  feeding  movements 
and  autumn  passage  are  regular  off  western  coasts  and  even  well  up  into  the  Bristol  Channel. 
Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

Breeding  records:  in  PEMBROKE:  a  full  island  census  carried  out  on  Ramsey,  where  an 
estimated  1933  -  2387  pairs.  Birds  were  last  heard  calling  over  farmhouse  3,d  Nov.  On  Skomer 
calling  birds  were  first  heard  on  25th  Mar.,  eggs  noted  on  12th  May,  first  young  hatched  on  2nd 
July  and  first  fledging  on  22nd  Aug.  Breeding  success  was  estimated  at  0.51  %.  Unusually 
adults  were  still  returning  to  burrows  during  October  and  November.  First  heard  on  Skokholm 
on  29th  Mar.  and  last  adult  heard  on  6th  Oct.  Breeding  thought  to  be  later  than  past  years  and  a 
study  plot  showed  an  increase  in  breeding  numbers. 

CAERNARFON:  there  was  no  census  on  Bardsey  this  year,  but  productivity  was  thought  to  be 
quite  high.  A  sample  of  50  nests  gave  a  productivity  of  0.68  chicks  per  pair.  The  old  individual 
that  breeds  on  Pen  Cristin  here,  originally  ringed  in  1957,  was  again  re-trapped  in  April. 

Monthly  max  counts: 

Mar  Apr  May  Jun  July  Aug  -  Sep  Oct 

Bardsey  3  200  15,000  5,000  2,500  11,000  1,500  2 

Winter  records  included:  singles  off  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  on  1st  Jan.  and  in  December 
on  the  2nd,  3rd,  5th,  9th  &  29th.  One  also  off  Fishguard  Harbour  on  14th  Jan. 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  5,000  off  Borth,  CEREDIGION  on  29th  July  and  2,000  ott 
Aberystwyth  on  1 11'1  Aug.;  off  the  Range  ANGLESEY:  2,484  in  2  hours  on  the  28  July,  and 
1,563  in  1.5  hours  on  the  19th  Aug.,  at  Holyhead  Breakwater  Country  Park  included  1,740  in  4 
hours  on  the  6th  July  and  1,694  passed  Wylfa  on  8lh  Sept. 


MEDITERRANEAN  SHEARWATER  Puffinus  mauretanicus 

ADERYN-DRYCIN  MOR  Y  CAN OLDIR 

(C)  A  fairly  common  passage  migrant  to  western  coastal  areas,  principally  in  the  period  late 
August  to  early  October. 

Monthly  summary  of  autumn  passage: 


July 


GOWER 

PEMBROKE 


Port  Eynon 
Strumble  Head 

Elsewhere 


MEIRIONNYDD 

CEREDIGON 


Ynyslas 
Elsewhere 
Porth  Y sgaden 
Bardsey 
Little  Orme 
Point  Lynas 

Range 

Holyhead 

West  of  Wylfa  /  Carmel  Head 


CAERNARFON 


ANGLESEY 


Aug. 

13 


1 

4 


Sept. 

2 

231 

Max.  37  on  17 


2 

1 

1 

18+ 

1 

2 

1 

3 

9 


th 


Oct.  Nov. 

11 


Dec. 


27 


on 

th 


Additional  record  for  2006:  one  off  Cefn  Sidan,  CARMARTHEN  on  9th  Aug. 
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STORM  PETREL  Hydrobates pelagicus  PEDRYN DRYCIN 

(C)  Breeds  regularly  on  several  island  sites  off  the  west  coast,  mainly  in  very  small  colonies. 
Skokholm  holds  the  only  population  over  1 ,000  pairs.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

Breeding  information:  in  PEMBROKE:  first  recorded  ashore  on  Skokholm  on  7th  Apr.  and  on 
Skomer  on  27lh  Apr.  Breeding  was  confirmed  on  Ramsey,  with  48  responses  to  a  tape  playback 
survey.  Unfortunately  some  nests  were  lost  on  Ramsey  due  to  flooding  of  burrows.  Pairs 
probably  bred  on  Grassholm.  No  census  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON,  but  birds  present  during 
the  summer  months. 

Monthly  summary  of  sightings  (also  seen  from  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE): 


Mav  June 

July 

Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

E.  GLAM. 

Porthcawl,  max. 

19  21 

59 

58 

Elsewhere 

1  11 

3 

1 

GOWER 

Port  Eynon 

3 

c40 

1 

Tutt  Head 

3 

Elsewhere 

5 

6+ 

1 

CARM 

Burry  Port 

1 

CERE 

3 

6 

MEIR1. 

2 

CAERN. 

Little  Orme 

7 

5 

ANGLE. 

Point  Lynas 

2 

Holyhead  BW  Park 

1 

Cemlyn 

1 

9 

1 

FLINT 

Point  of  Air 

1 

GWENT: 

at  Goldcliff  Pill  &  lagoons  31st 

Mar.  - 

1st  Apr.  and  one  at  Gamlydan  Res. 

Nov. 


LEACH’S  PETREL  Oceanodroma  leucorhoa  PEDRYN  GYNFFON-FFORCHOG 

(B)  A  scarce  autumn  visitor,  commonest  off  the  north  Wales  coast. 

A  summary  off  all  records: 

Mar.  Aug  Sept.  Nov. 

19th  21st  24th  3rd  10th  17th  19th  21st  22  24th  25Ih  26th  9th  11th 
E.  GLAM  ] 

PEMB. 


Strumble  I  1 

CERE. 

CAERN.  1 

Little  Orme  3 


Bardsey  I 

ANGLE 

Carmel  Head 
PenmonPoint 
Fedw  Fawr 

Cemlyn  1 

DENB.  Towyn  1 

FLINT  PoA  2 

Oakenholt  1 


3 


14  1 


10  3 

1 

1 


GANNET  Moms  bassana  HUGAN 

(D)  A  common  bird  offshore  throughout  the  year,  most  plentiful  during  the  extended  breeding 
season,  March  -  October.  One  major  breeding  colony  on  Grassholm,  Pembrokeshire.  Wales  - 
Amber  listed. 
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CORMORANT  Phalacrocorax  carbo  MULhRAN 

(C)  Breeding  resident  in  coastal  counties  from  Gwent  to  Anglesey.  Frequently  seen  offshore  in 
other  counties.  A  regular  visitor  to  inland  freshwaters,  mainly  between  late  summer  and  early 
spring.  Wales  —  Amber  listed. 

Breeding  counts  were:  GWENT:  90+  at  Denny  Island  on  12th  May  but  only  7  occupied  nests 
counted  there  on  15th  June  with  a  further  62  nests  which  had  been  used  (cf.  17  occupied  &  55 
used  in  2006);  bred  at  the  Worm's  Head,  GOWER;  in  PEMBROKE:  1 1  nests  Skomer  fledged  14 
young;  in  CEREDIGION:  31  AON  at  Penderi,  14  at  Graig  Ddu,  near  Aberarth  and  4  near 
Llangranog;  in  CAERNARFON:  29  nest  platforms  were  counted  on  Ynys  Gwylan  Fawr,  with  77 
young  seen,  giving  a  productivity  figure  of  2.66.  On  Ynys  Gwylan  Bach  37  pairs  fledged  89 
young,  giving  a  productivity  of  2.40.  One  pair  was  present  on  Bardsey  and  may  have  bred.  On 
ANGLESEY:  606  were  on  Puffin  Island  on  the  22nd  June  and  137  were  at  Ynys  Moelfre  on  the 
13th  July. 

Systematic  counts  from  the  main  estuarine  and  inland  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 


j 

F  M 

A 

M 

j 

j 

A 

5 

0 

N 

D 

GWENT 

Llandeg. 

13 

25  16 

9 

6 

15 

12 

14 

17 

19 

50 

26 

Ynysyfro 

15 

16  6 

4 

5 

11 

20 

GLAM. 

Cardiff  Bay 

23 

21  29 

36 

22 

16 

26 

17 

27 

50 

Roath  Park 

55 

9  14 

1 

2 

2 

7 

8 

19 

21 

45 

GOWER 

U.  Loughor 

9 

9  18 

2 

16 

4 

19 

36 

21 

34 

11 

5 

Whiteford 

27 

56  34 

18 

25 

28 

66 

72 

75 

129 

113 

69 

Port  T.  Dk 

49 

21  41 

25 

10 

23 

19 

40 

31 

45 

18 

152 

Queen’s  Dk 

64 

58  66 

54 

29 

21 

16 

59 

68 

65 

25 

105 

Eglwys  Nun 

72 

34  21 

13 

10 

16 

39 

68 

65 

45 

67 

Blue  Pool  B 

45 

43  26 

13 

61 

73 

65 

66 

CARM. 

Cefn  Sidan 

58 

8 

63 

83 

49 

Taf 

16 

17  4 

123 

105 

32 

12 

PEMB. 

Cleddau 

32 

28  27 

23 

23 

39 

16 

BRECON 

Llangorse 

18 

62  28 

6 

4 

13 

20 

30 

59 

45 

Talybont 

2 

10  2 

5 

4 

9 

20 

15 

13 

23 

7 

MEIR1. 

Glaslyn/Dw 

1 

1  2 

24 

12 

5 

19 

Mawddach 

9 

7  8 

20 

24 

12 

CAERN 

Foryd  Bay 

4 

12  4 

6 

4 

6 

13 

15 

27 

9 

11 

6 

T.  Lafan 

30 

32 

50 

34 

DENBIGH 

Kinmel  Bay 

30 

30  30 

100 

60 

120 

300 

20 

FLINT 

Connahs  Q 

107 

■  Gronant 

211 

Rhyl 

148 

130 

200 

Rhuddlan 

45 

31  46 

9 

53 

23 

21 

28 

88 

134 

154 

201 

Large  counts 

elsewhere  included:  91 

at 

Ynyslas, 

CEREDIGION  on 

'yth 

Sept  and 

in 

DENBIGH:  30  at.Pensam  on  4th  Apr.  and  50  offshore  at  Towyn  on  14th  Oct. 


Simultaneous  counts  in  the  Wye  valley,  BRECON 

13th  Feb 

were  made  on  four  dates  in  late  winter: 
20th  Feb  13th  Mar  21st  Mar 

Llyswen  -  Erwood  Bridge 

8 

12 

10 

15 

Erwood  Bridge  -  Ysgiog 

21 

2 

4 

0 

Ysgiog  -  Builth  Wells 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Builth  Wells  -  Penmincae 

5 

0 

0 

4 

Penmincae  -  Newbridge-on-Wye 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Fifteen  of  the  birds  above  Erwood  Bridge  on  13th  Feb  were  roosting  in  larches  on  the  Radnor 
bank. 
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There  were  only  two  records  of  birds  showing  characteristics  of  the  sub  species  P.c.  sinensis: 
both  of  singles  at  Cosmeston,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  3ld  Feb.  &  13th  Dec. 

SHAG  Phalacrocorax  aristotelis  MULFRAN  WERDD 

(C)  A  regular  breeding  species  on  rock y  coasts  from  Gower  northwards  to  Anglesey. 

Breeding  information  received  as  follows:  bred  at  Thurba  Head  and  probably  Whiteshell  Point 
GOWER;  in  PEMBROKE:  55  on  Middleholm  the  highest  number  ever  recorded,  with  a 
success  of  2.0  young  per  nest,  22  AON  on  Grassholm  (cf.  8  at  last  census  2001),  1 1  AON  on 
Ramsey,  7  AON  on  Bishops  &  Clerks  (an  increase  on  a  combined  total  of  13  in  2006).  20  at 
Caldey  on  3ld  May;  18  AON  at  Penderi,  CEREDIGION;  CAERNARFON:  37  pairs  nested  on 
Bardsey,  a  22.9%  decrease  on  last  year’s  total  of  48,  with  a  minimum  of  141  eggs  laid.  From 
the  37  nests,  10  completely  failed,  while  the  remaining  27  pairs  only  fledged  74  young.  On 
Ynysoedd  Gwylan  a  minimum  of  85  nests  was  counted  during  June,  2.3%  fewer  than  last  year. 
Of  these,  60  were  on  Ynys  Gwylan  Fawr,  4  nests  (6.3%)  fewer  than  last  year.  These  produced 
about  150  young,  giving  a  productivity  figure  of  2.50  compared  with  2.36  last  year.  On  Ynys 
Gwylan  Bach  a  further  25  pairs  nested,  2  nests  (8.7%)  more  than  last  year.  These  produced  51 
young,  giving  a  productivity  figure  of  2.04,  17.2%  greater  than  last  year’s  1.74. 

On  Puffin  Island,  ANGLESEY  178  birds  counted  on  22nd  June. 

A  large  influx  at  Fishguard  area,  PEMBROKE  7lh  -  9th  Dec.,  including  52  at  Carregwastad  on 
the  7th  &  55  in  the  harbour  on  the  9th.  Large  counts  elsewhere:  51  Aberystwyth,  CEREDIGION 
on  21st  Oct.;  in  the  Dyfi;  MEIRIONNYDD,  112  on  7th  Jan.,  70  on  9th  Dec.  and  60-100  off 
Tonfanau  on  2nd  Dec.;  216  off  Penmon  Point,  ANGLESEY  on  19lh  Oct.,  80  there  on  15th  Dec. 

BITTERN  Botaurus  stellaris  ADERYN  Y  BWN 

(A)  Scarce  but  regular  winter  visitor  chiefly  to  Anglesey,  Ceredigion,  Carmarthen, 
Glamorgan  and  Pembroke.  Wales  -  Red  listed. 

All  records  were  of  singles  unless  stated:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  at  Kenfig  Pool  10th  Jan.,  17th  & 
26lh  Feb.,  21st  Oct.  -  end  of  the  year,  with  two  there  4th  &  5th  Dec.  and  3  on  the  12th;  at  Margam 
Burrows,  GOWER  4th  Feb.;  at  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN,  two  on  12lh  Feb.  and  a  single 
24th  Oct.  until  the  end  of  the  year;  at  Llangorse,  BRECON  from  September  2006  -  18th  Jan.;  at 
Conwy  RSPB,  CAERNARFON  13th  &  23rd  Jan.,  14th,  15th  &  21st  Feb.;  on  ANGLESEY:  at 
Rhoscolyn  on  3,d  May  and  at  Llyn  Penrhyn  on  29th  Oct. 

Monthly  totals  were: 

J  F  M  A  M  S  O  N  D 

3  5  1  3  2  4 

CATTLE  EGRET  Bubulcus  ibis  CREYR  Y  GWARTHEG 

(A)  A  rare  visitor. 

The  only  accepted  record  was  at  Kenfig,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  5lh  Nov.  then  at  Eglwys 
Nunydd  Res.,  GOWER  the  following  day. 
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LITTLE  EGRET  Egretta  garzetta  CREYR  BA  CH 

(B)  Now  a  fairly  common  autumn  migrant  and  winter  visitor.  Breeds  in  south  and  north 
Wales.  Increasing  occurrences,  particularly  in  south  Wales,  with  a  distinct  influx  in  autumn. 
Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

Numbers  have  increased  so  much  over  the  past  few  years  that  a  detailed  summary  is  no  longer 
possible.  A  summary  of  individuals  for  some  specific  sites  (with  5+  or  inland)  in  each  month 
is  tabulated  below: 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

NWR 

10 

31 

31 

30 

8 

24 

17 

37 

75 

33 

12 

11 

PW/St.  B. 

2 

3 

3 

7 

3 

3 

10 

6 

4 

4 

5 

2 

Collister  Pil 

2 

4 

2 

3 

1 1 

6 

7 

16 

15 

1 1 

3 

Nedem 

8 

23 

12 

Gobion 

3 

3 

3 

7 

E.  GLAM. 

Rumney  Gt. 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

7 

5 

1 

Ogmore 

7 

4 

4 

5 

1 

5 

5 

GOWER 

Whiteford 

25 

1 

2 

6 

10 

4 

8 

9 

13 

24 

Wemffrwd 

10 

19 

22 

8 

6 

1 

19 

42 

13 

31 

13 

6 

Penclawdd 

5 

6 

12 

1 1 

5 

4 

9 

27 

28 

26 

12 

5 

Berthlwyd 

8 

13 

8 

2 

1 

5 

24 

18 

17 

2 

1 

Llanrhidian 

13 

13 

17 

1 

9 

10 

24 

27 

14 

6 

29 

10 

U.  Loughor 

8 

13 

19 

8 

5 

7 

25 

54 

42 

41 

17 

6 

CARM." 

Penclac. 

336 

311 

Gwendraeth 

8 

8 

18 

4 

8 

15 

14 

Tywi 

3 

2 

6 

4 

4 

22 

4 

Taf 

4 

5 

4 

98 

41 

9 

9 

PEMB. 

Cleddau 

47 

33 

33 

119 

123 

87 

48 

Nevem 

2 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

3 

3 

3 

2 

Teifi  (P/C) 

3 

3 

3 

5 

1 

2 

2 

7 

6 

5 

7 

2 

BRECON 

2 

1 

1 

1 

RADNOR 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

MONT  DH 

1 

1 

5 

CAERN. 

Foryd  Bay 

8 

7 

7 

1 

2 

5 

12 

9 

10 

12 

10 

13 

Traeth  Laf. 

28 

50 

2 

125 

118 

65 

61 

23 

Conwy 

1 

3 

7 

6 

10 

5 

29 

21 

13 

17 

8 

ANGLE. 

Inland/Bed 

11 

29 

27 

6 

Cemlyn 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

Red  Wharf  B 

4 

7 

2 

Traeth  Dulas 

1 

5 

3 

Malltraeth 

4 

5 

5 

8 

6 

7 

3 

DENBIGH 

4 

1 

FLINT 

5 

Point  of  Air 

2 

2 

2 

4 

4 

10 

12 

12 

5 

3 

2 

Connah’s  Q. 

4+ 

4 

4 

6 

7 

5 

12 

56 

16 

16 

6 

1 

including  Ogmore  Est,  Ogmore 

Castle  and  the  Watermill  and  the  counts  on  the  Dyfi  Estuary 

are  included  only  in  the  CEREDIGION  figures.  Counts  elsewhere  in  CARMARTHEN:  100 
counted  at  Bynea  roost  on  2nd  Feb.  and  the  same  number  between  Pwll  and  Machynys  on  lsl 
Sept. 
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Breeding  information:  GWENT:  two  broods  at  one  site;  GOWER:  bred  at  2  sites,  one  with  8- 
10  nests  the  other  5-7;  bred  at  3  sites  in  CARMARTHEN;  CEREDIGION:  seven  pairs  reared 
a  minimum  of  19  young  at  Ynyshir.  Seen  daily  with  up  to  46  on  the  Dyfi;  1 1  pairs  bred  near 
Bangor,  CAERNARFON  and  3  nests  near  Conwy;  ANGLESEY:  7  juvs.  at  the  Alaw  Est.  on 
9th  July  suggested  possible  breeding. 

GREAT  WHITE  EGRET  Ardea  alba  CREYR  MA  WR  GWYN 

(A)  A  vagrant. 

Alll  accepted  records  were  of  singles:  in  the  Newtown  area,  MONTGOMERY  7th  Dec.  until 
March  2008,  at  the  Spinneys,  Traeth  Lafan,  CAERNARFON  on  12th  Dec.  and  at  Plas  Bog, 
ANGLESEY  on  14th&  15th  Sept. 

HERON  Ardea  cinerea  CRE)RGLAS 

(C)  Resident  breeding  species  occurring  widely  around  estuaries,  lakes  and  inland 
watercourses;  although  the  population  is  increasing  in  some  counties,  overall  in  Wales,  it 
appears  to  be  stable. 

Colony  counts  were  received  as  follows:  GWENT:  93  nests  at  8  sites,  including  Risca  (11), 
Llandegfedd  (18),  Piercefield  (19),  Whitson  (20),  Pant-y-Goytre  (10)  and  Llangybi  (10);  E. 
GLAMORGAN:  Kenfig  Pool,  the  Watermill  Flood  -  Ogmore,  Llwyn-on  Res.  (4),  Trehafod  (32 
birds).  Coed  Llwyn  Rhyddid  (24),  Blaencanaid  (9),  Maendy  (19),  Mynydd  Gelliwion  (9), 
Darran  (11),  Merthyr  Mawr  (5),  Coryton  wood  (29);  GOWER:  48  nests  in  10  sites;  48  at 
Alltygaer,  CARMARTHEN;  PEMBROKE:  6-8  pairs  at  Eastwood  and  one  at  Westfield  Pill  (a 
new  site);  CEREDIGION:  106  nests  at  12  sites;  in  BRECON  occupied  sites  were  Ashford 
(24);  Penwern  (15);  Cwmtwrch  (13);  Cefn  Rhosan  (32),  Wern  Iago  (not  visited),  Garth  Lake 
(14)  and  Nantybryn  (10);  RADNOR  28  nests  at  2  sites;  MONTGOMERY  22  -  33  nests  in  4 
colonies;  CAERNARFON:  24  nests  at  Benarth  Woods,  Conwy;  ANGLESEY:  bred  at  Llyn 
Cefni  and  Cemlyn;  7  at  Corwen,  DENBIGH. 

Monthly  counts  from  selected  sites: 


J 

F 

M 

J 

A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

Newport  W 

1 

1 

15 

1 

3 

2 

CARM. 

Taf 

3 

4 

2 

19 

8 

6 

6 

PEMB. 

Cleddau  Est 

6 

6 

10 

18 

10 

16 

3 

CAERN. 

Traeth  Lafan 

19 

29 

10 

2 

PURPLE  HERON  Ardea  purpurea  CREYR  PORFFOR 

(A )  Very  rare  visitor 

Two  accepted  records,  both  of  immatures:  at  Teifi  Marshes,  CEREDIGION  on  2nd  Oct.  and  at 
Inland  Sea,  ANGLESEY  1 5th  -  18th  Sept. 

BLACK  STORK  Ciconia  nigra  C1CONIA  DU 

(A)  A  rare  vagrant. 

The  6th  Welsh  record  was  of  an  adult  on  the  Alaw  Est.,  ANGLESEY  3  f '  July  -  3El  Aug. 

WHITE  STORK  Ciconia  ciconia  CICONIA  GWYN 

(A)  Unusual  visitor,  records  often  relating  to  escaped  individuals. 

The  only  accepted  record  was  of  one  seen  flying  over  fields  near  Skenfrith,  GWENT  on  28n 
Mar. 
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SPOONBILL  Platalea  leucorodia  LLWYBIG 

(A)  A  uncommon  visitor  to  Wales,  recorded  mainly  from  estuaries  and  coastal  lagoons  and 
occasionally  over-wintering  and  summering. 

All  records  were:  in  GWENT:  at  Goldcliff,  an  immature  16th  -  21s1  Apr.,  one  or  two  1 5th  May 
20th  June  and  a  single  16th  -  26th  Aug.;  GOWER:  immature  near  Wernffrwd  on  27lh  Aug., 
another  over  Loughor  on  13th  Sept,  (from  Penclacwydd);  CARMARTHEN:  at  Penclacwydd  an 
adult  24th  Apr.,  8dl  May,  two  there  17th  -  18th  May  and  a  single  8lh  &  9th  July,  an  immature  28th 
Aug.  -  4th  Nov.  Elsewhere  a  single  at  Coedbach  on  30lh  July  -  1st  Aug.,  at  Witchtt  5th  May, 
Ferryside  5lh  Oct.  and  possibly  the  same  bird  at  Ginst  Point  14lh  Oct.;  PEMBROKE:  in 
December  there  was  a  small  influx,  with  a  colour-ringed  juvenile  (ringed  in  Holland)  on  the 
Teifi  Est.  on  26th  -  28th  Dec.,  an  adult  at  “The  Point”,  Angle  Bay  on  28lh  Dec.  and  two  nearby  at 
Bentlass  on  the  29th. 

There  was  an  immature  on  the  Teifi,  PEMB./CERE.  from  25th  April  to  2nd  May  (ringed  at 
Lanwersmeer,  Netherlands  on  8th  June  2006  and  subsequently  seen  on  the  Scilly  Isles  in 
October  2006).  CEREDIGION:  an  un-ringed  adult  at  Ynyshir  on  10lh  May  and  again  from  15th 
May  to  31st  May  was  joined  by  the  ringed  immature  from  25th  May  to  3  lsi  May  which  was  also 
present  at  Ynyslas  on  12th  and  13th  May;  2  at  Dolydd  Hafren,  MONTGOMERY  20th  - 
Nov.  with  one  remaining  until  18th  Dec.;  MEIRIONNYDD:  two  at  Porthmadog  Cob  on  24th 
Dec.;  CAERNARFON:  at  Foryd  Bay  from  2006  until  7th  June  and  one  at  Conwy  RSPB  on  25th 
Dec.;  at  Malltraeth  Est.,  ANGLESEY  on  31st  Dec.  FLINT:  3  flew  south  off  Rhyl  on  27th  June 
and  one  was  at  Connah’s  Quay  on  Dec.  25lh. 

HONEY  BUZZARD  Pernis  apivorus  BOD  Y  MEL 

(B)  First  confirmed  breeding  in  1992,  now  breeds  in  small  numbers.  Formerly  a  rare  summer 
visitor,  numbers  have  increased  throughout  the  1980’s  and  it  is  now  recorded  annually.  Wales 
-  Amber  listed. 

No  information  received  about  the  Welsh  breeding  population.  All  records  were  of  single 
migrants:  at  West  Pill,  GWENT  on  14th  May;  a  female  at  Maesteg,  E.  GLAMORGAN  15th 
May;  over  Clydach,  GOWER  on  20th  Sept.;  at  Ynyshir,  CEREDIGION  on  28th  May;  in  the 
Aber  valley  on  26th  Apr.  CAERNARFON. 

RED  KITE  Milvus  milvus  BARCUD  COCH 

(C)  Formerly  widespread,  but  almost  eradicated  between  the  late  1 8th  and  early  20n 
centuries.  Now  an  increasing  resident  breeder  in  Wales.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

During  the  year  over  675  new  or  recently  occupied  Red  Kite  nesting  sites  were 
identified/checked  and  472  occupied  territories  were  located  -  an  increase  of  35  on  2006.  As 
monitoring  levels  were  as  good,  or  better,  than  in  2006  in  most  areas  this  figure  largely 
represents  an  actual  increase  in  the  population  level.  In  the  472  occupied  territories  identified 
425  nests  were  found  and  at  least  407  of  these  pairs  laid  eggs.  Range  expansion  continued  with 
notable  increases  in  Pembrokeshire,  Mid  Glamorgan  and  East  Radnorshire  and  the  Welsh 
population  continued  to  spill  over  Offa’s  Dyke  into  England. 
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Summary  Occupied  Territories  by  Vice  County: 


County 

Territorial  Pairs 

Min.  Pairs  Rearing  Young 

Min.  Young  Reared 

BRECON 

58 

32 

43 

CAERNARFON 

2 

2 

4 

CARMARTHEN 

76 

33 

47 

CEREDIGION 

187 

92 

125 

DENBIGH 

2 

? 

9 

GOWER 

13 

9 

14 

MEIRIONNYDD 

12 

5 

7 

MONTGOMERY 

36 

19 

31 

PEMBROKE 

8 

5 

9 

RADNOR 

72 

38 

56 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

4 

1 

1 

TOTAL 

All 

234 

337 

Data  from  Welsh  Kite  Trust. 

MARSH  HARRIER  Circus  aeruginosas  BOD  Y  GWERNI 

(B)  An  increasing  passage  migrant,  occasionally  overwinters. 

Only  sexed  records  are  included. 

Wintering  birds  included:  a  male  at  Cors  Fochno,  CEREDIGION  on  3Kl  &  17th  Feb.  and  30th 
Apr.;  a  male  at  Gresford  Flash,  DENBIGH  on  5th  Nov. 

Spring  passage  of  males:  Aberthaw,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  26th  Mar.  and  an  sub-adult  at 
Kenfig  on  31st  May;  a  sub-adult  at  CARMARTHEN  on  1st  Mar.  a  1st  S  at  Banc  y  Lord  on  6lh 
Apr.  and  presumably  a  different  bird  at  Coedbach  on  15th  May;  on  ANGLESEY  at  Llvn  Alaw 
on  6th  May,  Llyn  Penrhyn  on  19th  July.  Spring  passage  of  females:  at  Newport  Wetlands, 
GWENT  on  28th  Apr.  and  another  at  Goldcliff  on  5lh  May;  at  Carnhedryn,  PEMBROKE  on 
26th  Apr.;  in  CEREDIGION  at  Cors  Caron  on  19th  May  and  at  Aberleri  on  2nd  June;  on 
Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  30th  Apr.  and  another  on  23ld  May;  on  ANGLESEY  at  Llyn 
Penrhyn  on  23ul  Mar.  and  at  the  Range  on  lsl  May; 

In  autumn,  females  /  immatures:  in  GWENT;  at  Newport  Wetlands  1st  -  13th  Aug.,  on 
moorland  near  Garnlydan  Res.  20th  Aug.  and  at  Goldcliff  on  29th  Aug.;  in  CARMARTHEN:  at 
Kidweli  on  5th  Aug.  and  at  Penclacwydd  13th  -  19th  Aug.;  in  CEREDIGION:  on  the  Dyfi  on 
20th  Aug.,  at  Cors  Fochno  on  26th  &  27th  Oct.;  in  BRECON  at  Mynydd  Llangatwg/Garnlydan 
area  on  20th  Aug.  and  at  Crai  on  12th  Oct.;  at  William  Condry  Reserve,  Dyfi,  MONTGOMERY 
in  September;  at  Conwy  RSPB,  CAERNARFON  on  9th  Aug.;  on  ANGLESEY:  at  Malltraeth 
Marsh  RSPB  on  22nd  Aug.,  at  Gwaelod  Mawr,  Caergeiliog  on  the  1 1th  Aug.,  over  Cestyll  near 
Wylfa  on  the  1 1th  Aug.  and  at  Llyn  Alaw  on  the  10th  Sept.;  in  FLINT  at  Shotwick  on  20th  Aug., 
at  Oakenholt  on  the  28th  Aug.  and  at  Connahs  Quay  on  19th  Oct. 

MONTAGU’S  HARRIER  Circus pygargus  BOD  MONTAGU 

(A)  Rare  visitor. 

The  only  accepted  record  was  of  a  male  at  Merlin’s  Bridge.  PEMBROKE  on  1st  May. 
Additional  record  for  2006:  a  2nd  year  bird  at  Fenn’s  Moss,  FLINT  1 1th  June  -  lsl  July. 
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HEN  HARRIER  Circus  cyaneus  BOD  Tl.\  WES 


(C)  Small  numbers  breed  on 

the  uplands  of  north  and  mid-Wales, 

otherwise 

a  winter 

visitor 

and  passage  migrant 

in  small  numbers.  Wales  -  Red  listed. 

Widely  recorded  outside  the  breeding  season  and  range.  Breakdown  of  other  records  for  each 

county  (for  some,  specific  sites  are  also  included),  separated  by  sex 

where  given  (M  = 

male,  J 

—  juv.,  1st  M 

=  immature  male,  RT  =  ring-tail): 

j 

F 

M  A  M  A 

5 

0 

N 

D 

GWENT 

M  M 

RT 

2RT 

M 

RT 

E.  GLAM. 

Mynyddy 

2M 

Glog 

RT 

GOWER 

M 

RT 

M 

M 

Llanrhidian 

2M 

2 

2M 

M 

2M 

2M 

RT 

2RT 

RT 

RT 

3RT 

CARM 

M 

M 

M 

2M 

2M 

RT 

RT 

2RT 

2RT 

Penclacwydd 

M 

1 

RT 

RT 

RT 

RT 

PEMB. 

Dowrog  / 

RT 

RT 

M 

2RT 

M 

M 

St.  David’s  / 

2nd  M 

2nd  M 

Ramsey 

3RT 

2RT 

Newgale 

M 

RT 

RT 

Marloes  / 

2RT 

RT 

RT  R 

RT 

3RT 

3RT 

RT 

Skomer  / 

T 

Skokholm 

Castle  Martin 

RT 

RT 

CERE. 

M 

2M 

M 

Dyfi  est. 

M 

M 

MM  R 

M 

M 

2M 

M 

RT 

RT 

RT  T 

RT 

RT 

RT 

Cors  Caron 

M 

M 

RT 

RT 

2RT 

2RT 

M 

RT 

RT 

RT 

BRECON 

M 

M  M 

3RT 

M 

M 

M 

RT 

RT 

2RT 

RT 

MONT. 

RT 

M 

RT  M 

M 

M 

MEIR1. 

RT 

RT 

RT 

CAERN. 

2RT 

2M 

M 

Bardsey 

M 

RT 

ANGLE. 

M 

M 

1 

Malltraeth 

M 

RT 

RT 

Cors  Erddrein. 

2M 

o 

J 

2RT 

DENBIGH 

RT 

M  3M 

RT 

FLINT 

RT 

RT 

A  total  of  36  territorial  pairs  in  Wales  this  year  (BRECON  1,  MONTGOMERY  11, 
MEIRIONNYDD  1 1,  CAERNARFON  5,  DENBIGH  8),  from  these  15  nests  produced  34  -  38y 
fleged  (cf.  50  from  33  pairs  in  2006)  down  due  to  the  wet  weather  (WRSG/RSPB). 

GOSHAWK  Accipiter  gentilis  G  WALL  H  MAR TH 

(C)  An  increasing  breeding  resident  in  all  Welsh  counties. 

The  only  breeding  information  received  was:  20  nests  monitored  in  GWENT,  ot  which  7 
failed,  the  lowest  productivity  for  several  years  at  1.35;  reported  at  35  locations  in  E. 
GLAMORGAN,  but  no  breeding  records;  bred  at  4  sites  in  GOWER;  seen  at  15  sites  in 
CARMARTHEN  and  breeding  took  place  at  2+  of  these;  at  least  5  territorial  pairs  in 
PEMBROKE,  14  in  BRECON,  5  pairs  at  Lake  Vymwy,  MONTGOMERY,  reported  at  several 
breeding  sites  in  MEIRIONNYDD,  at  2  sites  in  CAERNARFON,  at  2  sites  on  ANGLESEY, 
at  3  sites  in  DENBIGH  and  at  one  in  FLINT. 
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SPARROWHAWK  A  ccipiter  nisus  GWALCH  GLAS 

(D)  Common  and  widespread  breeding  resident  throughout  Wales,  some  evidence  that  it  is 
declining  where  Goshawks  are  widespread. 


BUZZARD  Buteo  buteo  BWNCATH 

(C)  Common  and  widespread  breeding  resident  throughout  all  of  Wales. 

Sample  territory  counts  in  six  10  sq  kms  in  the  west  of  BRECON  (SN8 1,82,83,  and 
SN9 1,92,93)  indicated  a  total  of  46  territories.  In  the  study  area  near  Llangollen.  DENBIGH 
there  was  proof  of  breeding  in  38  nests,  35  of  which  produced  fledged  young  -  the  highest 
success  rate  since  1988. 


OSPREY  Pandion  haliaetus  GWALCH  Y PYSGOD 

(B)  An  annual  spring  and  autumn  passage  migrant  which  has  increased  in  parallel  with  the 
Scottish  breeding  population.  First  recorded  breeding  in  2004,  although  a  nest  was  built  in 
2003. 


Apart  from  the  above,  approximate  monthly  totals  for  each  county: 

Feb 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May  June  July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

GWENT 

5 

1 

1 

E.  GLAM. 

3 

4 

4 

1 

GOWER 

1 

1 

2 

2 

CARM. 

1 

1 

2 

PEMBROKE 

1 

2 

CERE. 

2 

2 

1 

4 

1 

2> 

BRECON 

1 

1 

1  1  3 

1 

1 

RADNOR 

1 

1 

1 

1 

MONT. 

MEIRI. 

1 

1 

CAERN. 

1 

4 

1  1 

2 

ANGLESEY 

1 

2 

1 

2 

DENBIGH 

1 

8 

2  1 

1 

FLINT 

1 

1 

i 

The  pair  on  the  Glaslyn,  CAERNARFON  /  MEIRIONNYDD  fledged  two  chicks  (one  other 

tin 

died  as  a  result  of  the  poor  weather)  with  bird  remaining  until  1 8  July. 


KESTREL  Falco  tinnunculus  CUDYLL  COCH 

(C)  Rather  scarce  breeding  resident  throughout  Wales.  Partial  and  passage  migrant  in  small 
numbers  to  some  counties.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

Incomplete  breeding  information  includes:  bred  at  5  sites  in  GWENT;  bred  /  probably  bred  at  6 
sites  on  GOWER;  bred  at  6  sites  in  PEMBROKE;  reported  from  15  localities  in  the  breeding 
season  in  CEREDIGION;  in  BRECON  breeding  population  continue  to  decline  with  only  one 
proved  breeding  out  of  6  territories;  none  reported  at  the  usual  breeding  sites  around  Aberdyfi. 
MEIRIONNYDD;  possibly  5  pairs  in  CAERNARFON. 

MERLIN  Falco  columbarius  CUDYLL  BACH 

(B)  Scarce  breeding  resident,  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 
Breeding  records  included:  one  in  suitable  habitat  in  GWENT;  pairs  is  suitable  habitat  in  E. 
GLAMORGAN;  at  3  areas  in  BRECON;  at  7  sites  in  RADNOR;  in  MONTGOMERY:  9  pairs 
on  the  Berwyns;  in  MEIRIONNYDD:  4  breeding  pairs  on  the  Migneint  and  4  more  on  the 
Berwyns;  two  pairs  in  DENBIGH. 
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A  summary  of  non-breeding  records: 

J  F  M  A 

M 

J  J  A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

GOWER 

PEMB.  7  8 

9  5 

1 

1 

5 

13 

15 

11 

BRECON 

MEIRI.  1 

CAERN.  4  4 

2 

3  3 

2 

1  1  2 

1 

5 

1 

9 

2 

1 

3 

ANGLE.  5  2 

2 

1 

3 

7 

2 

5 

DENB. 

HOBBY  Falco  subbuteo 
(B)  Rare  breeding  summer 

1 

visitor  in  at  least  four  counties  with 

1 

HE  BOG  YR  EHEDYDD 
a  total  breeding  population  of 

approximately  30  pairs.  Elsewhere  a  rare  passage  migrant,  although  a  few  summer  on 
occasion.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

Breeding  information  as  follows:  6  pairs  in  GWENT;  at  least  one  pair,  possibly  two  bred  in  E. 
GLAMORGAN;  2  pairs  in  CARMARTHEN;  at  4  sites  in  BRECON;  6  pairs  in  RADNOR;  one 


pair  in  MONTGOMERY;  one  pair  in  DENBIGH. 

Approximate  monthly  totals  of  non-breeding  birds: 

Apr. 

May  June  July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

GWENT  1 

1 

E.  GLAM. 

GOWER  1 

2 

1 

1 

CARMARTHEN 

1 

PEMBROKE 

1 

2 

CERE. 

1  1 

1 

1 

BRECON 

1 

3 

1 

1 

CAERN.  1 

1  1 

ANGLESEY 

1 

DENBIGH 

1 

2 

1 

FLINT 

2  1 

3 

1 

PEREGRINE  Falco  peregrinus 

HEB 

(C)  Resident  breeding  species  in  all  counties,  increasing  in  recent  years  to  a  breeding 
population  of  more  than  300  pairs.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

Breeding  information  as  follows  (not  complete  surveys):  4  pairs  in  GWENT;  in  EAST 
GLAMORGAN:  38  territorial  pairs  of  which  23  pairs  bred  and  a  minimum  ot  33y  fledged; 
bred  at  6  and  probably  at  3  other  sites  on  GOWER;  twelve  occupied  sites  in  CARMARTHEN 
with  8  pairs  raising  at  least  12y;  a  minimum  of  44  occupied  territories  in  PEMBROKE,  30 
pairs  nested  and  at  least  34y  fledged;  16  occupied  territories  in  BRECON,  17+  chicks  fledged; 

7  pairs  in  MONTGOMERY;  8  pairs  in  MEIRIONNYDD;  2-3  pairs  on  ANGLESEY.  A  total 
of  12  nesting  attempts  in  CLWYD,  37  eggs  laid,  13  young  fledged. 

WATER  RAIL  Rallus  aquations  RHEGEN  Y DWR 

(C)  A  scarce  breeding  resident,  more  commonly  recorded  as  a  passage  migrant  and  winter 
visitor  to  all  counties.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

Breeding  records  received  were  (numbers  refer  to  territorial  males): 

Six  pairs  recorded  at  Newport  Wetlands,  GWENT;  bred  at  Kentig  and  Hirwaun  Ponds,  E. 
GLAMORGAN;  bred  at  Crymlyn  Bog,  GOWER;  at  least  3  territories  on  the  Teifi  Marshes, 
PEMB./CERE.;  in  BRECON:  two  pairs  probably  bred  at  Llangorse,  two  pairs  were  on 
territory  at  Y  Gors  and  one  at  Gors  Llwyn;  at  4  sites  in  RADNOR;  ten  apparently  occupied 
territories  were  recorded  at  Malltraeth  Marsh  RSPB,  ANGLESEY. 
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Maximum  autumn  &  winter  concentrations  were: 

J 

F 

M 

A 

A 

5 

0 

N 

D 

GWENT 

NWR 

8 

9 

5 

12 

2 

8 

6 

10 

E.  GLAM. 

Kenfig 

5 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

3 

4 

1 

Tirfounder  Fields 

5 

5 

1 

2 

CARM. 

Witchett 

3 

7 

3 

2 

2 

3 

PEMB. 

Skomer 

1 

8 

12 

4 

Skokholm 

1 

1 

5 

Bosherston 

3 

4 

2 

2 

4 

7 

3 

Llangloffan  Fen 

4 

5+ 

PEMB./CERE. 

Teifi  Marshes 

6 

4 

4 

BRECON 

Llangorse  Lake 

5 

12 

SPOTTED  CRAKE  Porzana porzana 

RHEGEN  FRAITH 

(A)  Rare  vagrant  and  occasional  breeder. 

One  calling  at  an  un- 

-disclosed  site  in  BRECON  30th 

Mar.  - 

8th  Apr. 

IAR  DDWR 


MOORHEN  Gallinula  chloropus 
(C)  A  locally  common  breeding  resident  and  winter  visitor,  widespread  thoughout  Wales. 
Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

S 

o 

N 

D 

GWENT 

NWR 

16 

19 

13 

19 

16 

6 

14 

31 

52 

75 

23 

26 

Pontywaun 

11 

3 

18 

93 

Alt-yr-yn 

19 

32 

8 

8 

55 

32 

60 

71 

E.  GLAM 

Roath  Pk 

17 

8 

1 

1 

1 

3 

9 

7 

27 

12 

14 

Tirfounder 

9 

7 

7 

6 

18 

24 

8 

12 

Watermill 

8 

21 

7 

7 

COOT  Fulica  atra 

CWTIAR 

(C)  A  locally  common  breeding  resident  and  winter  visitor,  u 

widespread  thro 

ughout 

Wales. 

Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 

J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

5 

0 

N 

D 

GWENT 

NWR 

124 

93 

50 

53 

38 

60 

62 

85 

212 

168 

179 

147 

Ynysfro 

150 

150 

15 

10 

12 

12 

35 

55 

99 

116 

123 

171 

Dunlop 

65 

30 

14 

12 

8 

35 

12 

Llandeg. 

25 

31 

33 

22 

40 

57 

20 

7 

Bryn  Bach 

58 

53 

32 

13 

47 

54 

E.  GLAM 

Cardiff  B. 

50 

90 

190 

150 

Cosmest. 

130 

76 

90 

Kefig 

167 

83 

42 

29 

13 

54 

109 

166 

203 

239 

254 

263 

Roath  Pk 

103 

28 

25 

25 

27 

50 

134 

116 

188 

172 

120 

155 

GOWER 

Borrowpit 

35 

38 

1 1 

16 

14 

16 

6 

12 

6 

20 

27 

Baglan  P. 

33 

31 

15 

13 

9 

7 

16 

22 

27 

30 

48 

48 

PEMB. 

Bosher. 

247 

223 

52 

92 

115 

105 

147 

Pemb.  MP 

27 

18 

7 

34 

50 

43 

30 

BRECON 

Llangorse 

292 

165 

75 

50 

68 

81 

150 

400 

537 

680 

541 

Talybont 

44 

1 

2 

5 

6 

12 

42 

60 

42 

37 

28 

ANGLE. 

Cemlyn 

98 

69 

44 

21 

22 

24 

48 

40 

78 

65 

85 

9 

Llyn  Alaw 

74 

178 

254 

12 

Llyn  Cefni 

28 

14 

32 

59 

28 

116 

265 

137 

257 

216 

177 

12 

Llyn  Coron 

53 

37 

64 

108 

108 

1 1 1 

74 

72 

6 

L.  Maelog 

102 

81 

61 

78 

106 

83 

21 

46 

51 

4 
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Other  large  congregations  were:  96  at  Sandy  Water  Park,  CARMAR THEN  on  29  Dec.;  37  at 
Ridley  wood,  DENBIGH  on  17th  Jan.,  50+  at  Shotton  Steelworks,  FLINT,  100  there  on  7th  Oct. 
One  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  12th  -  17lh  July,  was  the  first  for  5  years. 

COMMON  CRANE  Grus  grus  GARAN 

(A)  Rare  visitor  from  Europe. 

The  only  accepted  record  was  of  one  over  the  Alaw  Est.,  ANGLESEY  on  4n  June. 

OYSTERCATCHER  Haematopus  ostralegus  PIODEN  Y  MOR 

(C)  A  common ,  chiefly  coastal,  breeding  species  and  abundant  winter  visitor  to  all  coastal 

areas  of  Wales. 

Sizeable  flocks  of  this  species  occur  all  round  the  Welsh  coast  and  the  monthly  max.  for  the 


main  sites  are  tabulated  as  known. 

J  F  M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

S 

O 

N 

D 

GOWER 

Blackpill 

2560 

2950 

1560 

550 

301 

194 

528 

2500 

2660 

1770 

2480 

2230 

Jersey  Marine 

400 

2118 

1110 

973 

200 

283 

350 

1200 

800 

1200 

299 

600 

Baglan  Bay 

52 

1760 

404 

313 

Burry  S  (Total 

8055 

5940 

1170 

1080 

725 

415 

1630 

6480 

3645 

5480 

7545 

9005 

Whiteford 

1410 

1620 

700 

1080 

720 

382 

620 

1310 

750 

1840 

3000 

3600 

Llanrhidian 

5556 

4664 

110 

4 

620 

2000 

900 

1500 

2050 

Wemff/Crofty 

4000 

1900 

429 

5 

5 

1630 

4550 

1780 

900 

6500 

2500 

CARM 

Cefn  Sidan 

1625 

876 

2050 

2195 

1191 

Gwendraeth 

1912 

1450 

1203 

2084 

2081 

1441 

1627 

Tywi 

492 

1175 

509 

10 

92 

1846 

2340 

Taf 

1263 

1931 

323 

_ 

281 

653 

1530 

2128 

PendineSands 

390 

330 

2320 

958 

400 

CERE 

Dyfi  Est. 

273 

326 

291 

408 

138 

176 

41 

149 

564 

484 

843 

276 

CAERN. 

Traeth  Lafan 

4124 

4802 

3773 

3966 

4310 

5133 

FLINT 

Point  of  Ayr 

1500 

1200 

700 

600 

450 

450 

70 

4000 

4000 

6500 

2000 

3000 

Bagillt  Bank 

737 

1763 

467 

16 

341 

252 

69 

357 

240 

430 

874 

2266 

Oakenholt 

300 

100 

500 

420 

450 

350 

130 

1700 

2000 

1000 

1000 

1000 

Mostyn  Dock 

3500 

4500 

800 

580 

300 

150 

1525 

2340 

1460 

3280 

3980 

5543 

Other  notable  counts  were:  MEIRIONNYDD:  702  at  the  Glaslyn/Dwyryd  estuary  in 
September. 
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Breeding  records  were  GWENT:  Two  pairs  bred  at  Newport  docks,  and  a  nest  with  eggs  was 
found  at  St.  Brides  Wentlooge  but  there  was  no  subsequent  report  of  young;  PEMBROKE:  5 
pairs  on  Grassholm,  27  on  Ramsey,  5  pairs  on  the  Bishops  &  Clerks,  37  pairs  on  Skokholm  and 
70+  pairs  on  Skomer;  CEREDIGION:  bred  at  Clarach,  3  pairs  at  Llanrhystud  and  2  pairs  at 
Ynyshir;  MONTGOMERYSHIRE:  3  pairs  reduced  to  2  at  Dolydd  Hafren;  William  Condry 
Res  (  Morfa  Dyfi)  3prs.;  2  young;  Leighton  Bridge  1  pair;  Severn  from  Llandinam  to 
Newtown  5  pairs  but  no  fledged  young;  BRECON:  Singles  were  at  Ffordd-Fawr  (Glasbury)  on 
24th  and  30th  March  with  a  pair  there  on  29th  April  that  possibly  attempted  breeding;  3  pairs  on 
the  Lower  Wye,  RADNOR;  MEIRIONNYDD:  Four  pairs  made  breeding  attempts  on  Penllyn 
Marsh  but  they  all  failed  at  the  egg  stage.  Six  pairs  bred  on  the  Broadwater,  the  first  clutches 
were  washed  out  by  the  high  tides  on  1 6- 1 7th  May.  6  nests  again  on  1st  June,  2  had  hatched  by 
26th  June  but  again  the  big  tides  of  lst-2nd  July  washed  over  the  nests  and  drowned  all  the 
chicks.  No  further  nesting  attempts  were  made  after  that  date.  One  pair  bred  along  the  beach  at 
Aberdysynni;  CAERNARFON:  A  minimum  of  80  pairs  held  territory  on  Bardsey,  and  54  nests 
were  found  with  a  minimum  of  129  eggs.  The  mean  clutch  size  was  2.38.  A  minimum  of  20 
young  was  known  to  have  fledged,  giving  a  productivity  figure  of  0.25  chicks  per  pair; 
CAERNARFON  /  DENBIGH:  Numerous  records  of  breeding  at  Conwy  RSPB  included  three 
pairs  of  chicks  on  18th  June;  ANGLESEY:  2  pairs  were  at  Llyn  Parc  Mawr  on  the  9th  April; 
DENBIGH:  Breeding  was  reported  from  coastal  and  inland  sites.  The  earliest  sighting  of  a  pair 
N  of  Llyn  Brenig  was  on  7th  April  but  there  was  also  a  record  of  a  bird  sitting  on  a  nest  NE  of 
Llyn  Brenig  as  late  as  10th  July.  There  was  one  bird  at  Plas  y  Fron,  Ruabon  Mountain  on  24th 
June.  FLINT:  Breeding  was  confirmed  at  Shotton  and  Connah’s  Quay  NR  .  Adults  were 
recorded  at  Bettisfield  on  14lh  April  and  Sandycroft  on  10th  June  and  juveniles  in  late  June/early 
July  at  Connah’s  Quay  NR  and  Gronant. 

AVOCET  Recurvirostra  avosetta  CAMBIG 

(A)  A  rare  visitor 

All  records  were:  in  GWENT:  all  records  came  from  Newport  Wetlands,  principally  from 
Goldcliff  lagoons  or  the  adjacent  foreshore  at  Goldcliff  Pill..  Following  the  first  winter  record 
since  1998  -  a  single  bird  which  was  present  on  the  Goldcliff  lagoons/foreshore  during  4th  -  24th 
Jan  -  a  further  three  birds  were  noted  on  20lh  Feb  before  the  first  returning  breeding  birds  were 
reported  -  1 1  on  12lh  March. At  least  four  pairs  attempted  to  breed  although  it  appears  that  only 
two  broods  fledged  successfully  (producing  five  chicks);  the  final  breeding  birds  were  last  seen 
on  the  lagoons  on  17th  Aug.  .  The  max  count  was  44  birds  on  9th  -31st  Oct.,  with  up  to  eight 
noted  during  Nov-Dec.;  CARMARTHEN:  one  on  the  Tywi,  4th  -24th  Jan.  and  10th  -21st  Dec.; 
CAERNARFON:  One  was  reported  at  Foryd  on  8th  and  14th  May;  CAERNARFON  / 
DENBIGH:  There  were  two  at  Conwy  RSPB  on  15th  April,;  FLINT:  Two  at  Oakenholt  Marsh 
Reserve/CQNR  on  16lh  April,  down  to  1  on  the  17th.  One  flew  over  Shotwick  Boating  Lake  on 
22nd  June. 

LITTLE  RINGED  PLOVER  Charadrius  dubius  CWTIAD  TORCHOG  BACH 

(C)  A  summer  visitor,  breeding  in  small  numbers  on  the  gravel  shoals  of  rivers  in  south  and 
east  Wales  and  on  industrial  sites  in  north-east  Wales.  Elsewhere  it  is  an  uncommon  passage 
migrant. 

A  summary  of  records:  GWENT:  The  earliest  record  was  at  Goldcliff  lagoons  on  26th  March. 
Four  nests,  each  with  four  eggs,  were  found  at  Gobion  in  mid-May;  while  at  Goldcliff  lagoons 
juveniles  were  seen  on  18th  May  and  at  least  four  at  the  end  of  July;  EAST  GLAMORGAN: 
The  earliest  record  was  at  the  Watermill  Flood  at  Ogmore  on  26lh  Mar.  Breeding  was  proven  at 
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Llanilid  with  young  birds  successfully  reared,  the  max  count  here  8  adults  on  18th  May.  The  last 
record  was  of  1  juv  at  Llanilid  on  22nd  Sept.;  GOWER:  a  pair  bred  at  Felindre  and  another  pair 
was  at  Castell-du,  Upper  Loughor  on  28th  Apr.;  in  CARMARTHEN:  76  breeding  pairs  on  the 
Ywi  (7%  of  the  UK  breeding  population);  in  PEMBROKE:  an  adult  at  Newgale  on  26th  Apr. 
and  a  juv.  on  the  Gann  on  2nd  Aug.;  CEREDIGION:  one  at  Llanrhystud  on  26lh  Mar.,  then  one 
at  Ynyshir,  from  1st  to  3rd  Apr.,  two  on  4th,  one  on  29th  Apr.  and  13th  May,  three  on  2nd  July  with 
two  on  3rd.  There  were  two  at  Aberleri  on  2nd  Apr.,  three  at  Cors  Caron  on  15th  Apr.,  a  pair 
attempting  to  breed  but  with  no  sign  of  fledged  young,  two  on  12lh  July  the  last  record  there  and 
there  was  one  at  Ty  Gwyn  pool  on  26th  Apr.;  BRECONSHIRE:  The  first  was  at  Llangasty  on 
27th  March  with  a  pair  displaying  at  Ffordd-Fawr  three  days  later.  Breeding  pairs  or  displaying 
birds  were  as  follows:  River  Wye:  Ffordd-Fawr  (Brecon-Radnor  border):  3  pairs;  Dderw  Pool:l 
pair;  Brechfa  Pool:  1  bird.  River  Usk  -Scethrog:  4  pairs;  Pencelli:  1  pair:  Brecon  by-pass:  1 
pair.  Llangorse  Lake:  1  pair;  Upper  Neuadd  Reservoir:  1  male;  SO0815  moorland:  1  pair; 
Gamlydan  :  1  pair.  Chicks  were  seen  at  Llangorse  (3),  Scethrog  (1),  Pencelli  (chicks  present) 
and  Gamlydan  (4),  those  at  the  latter  site  hatching  on  31st  May.  A  combination  of  wet  weather 
and  predation  led  to  high  losses  of  eggs  and  chicks,  including  all  those  at  Gamlydan.  What  was 
assumed  to  be  a  failed  pair  from  Scethrog  relocated  to  a  new  scrape  on  a  stony  bank  in  a 
freshly-sown  maize  field  at  Llansantffraed  on  23rd  May.  The  pair  at  Gamlydan  re-used  the  2006 
nest  scrape;  5  pairs  in  RADNOR;  MONTGOMERY:  Dolydd  Hafren:  3prs.  2  young  (the  site 
was  flooded  3  times  in  June),  Leighton  Bridge:  1  pair,  12  territories  between  Llandinam  and 
Newtown,  a  marked  increase  but  young  fledged  at  only  two  of  these  (due  in  part  at  least,  to 
flooding  of  breeding  sites);  MEIRIONNYDD:  6  at  Trawfynydd  on  the  10th  June,  this  site  later 
flooded  so  breeding  probably  failed;  CAERNARFON/DENBIGH:  There  was  one  at  Conwy 
RSPB  on  7lh  May;  DENBIGH:  .One  at  Rhyd  y  Foel  on  20th  May;  FLINT:  Earliest  record  was 
one  bird  on  27th  March  at  Connah's  Quay  NR;  2  birds  were  at  Fagl  Lane  Quarry.  Hope  from  4th 
-20th  April.  A  pair  first  sighted  on  20th  April  at  Connah’s  Quay  NR  successfully  bred  there,  with 
3  young  reported.  Up  to  2  birds  at  Rhuddlan  from  4th  May  throughout  the  season,  and  one 
feeding  on  a  pebble  beach  S  of  Rhyl  on  2L1  June. 

RINGED  PLOVER  C.  hiaticula  CWTIAD  TORCHOG 

(C)  A  scarce  breeder,  concentrated  principally  in  the  north-west  (Llyn  peninsula  and  Anglesey) 
and  the  mid-section  of  the  south  coast.  It  is  also  a  common  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor 
to  all  coastal  areas. 

Widespread  around  the  Welsh  coast.  The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  100 
at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

GOWER 

Burry  S 

50 

1 

5 

3 

200 

60 

Blackpill 

366 

165 

78 

10 

216 

230 

278 

420 

423 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  Est. 

28 

18 

18 

108 

38 

8 

8 

377 

82 

14 

37 

~s 

J 

ANGLESEY 

Alaw  estuary 

126 

156 

146 

Other  large  counts  were:  200  at  Whiteford,  GOWER  on  30th  June;  237  at  the  mouth  of  the  Afon 
Lliedi,  CARMARTHEN  on  8th  Sept,  with  200  there  on  7th  Oct.;  100  at  Kinmel  Bay,  DENBIGH 
on  2nd  Feb.;  in  FLINT:  100  at  Gronant  on  15th  Feb.  and  300  at  Point  of  Ayr  from  12th-30th  Aug. 


401 


Records  of  breeding  or  possible  breeding  were:  EAST  GLAMORGAN:  Pairs  bred  at  Wentloog 
levels  (ads  with  4  well  grown  young  close  to  flight  on  23rd  May),  and  East  Aberthaw  (pair  with 
3  chicks  on  15  July,  and  there  was  a  pair  displaying  on  the  beach  at  Kenfig  on  12  June; 
GOWER:  bred  at  Felindre,  Horton  Dunes  and  Port  Eynon;  one  pair  raised  3y  on  the 
Castlemartin  Range,  PEMBROKE;  2  pairs  nested  at  Borth  and  6  at  Ynyslas,  CEREDIGION; 
MEIRIONNYDD:  Two  breeding  attempts  were  made  at  the  Tywyn  end  of  Penllyn  Beach,  with 
three  pairs  on  Tonfanau  beach;  none  were  believed  to  be  successful.  One  pair  bred  on  Traethdy, 
Harlech  with  eggs  noted  on  5th  June,  hatched  by  22nd  June  with  two  big  chicks  noted  on  6th 
July.  Two  more  adults  were  noted  in  the  same  area  on  26  June.  14  July  saw  more  eggs  in  the 
same  area  but  the  nest  had  disappeared  by  30th  July  CAERNARFON:  There  were  two  pairs 
with  3  chicks  each  at  Morfa  Madryn  on  9th  May  and  a  nest  with  4  eggs  at  Llanfairfechan  on  29th 
June;  ANGLESEY:  In  the  BTO  breeding  Ringed  Plover  survey,  parts  of  the  coast  were  not 
covered,  including  from  Cemaes  to  Traeth  Lligwy,  and  along  the  Menai  Strait  from  the 
Brittania  Bridge  to  Abermenai  Point.  17  pairs  were  recorded,  as  follows:  Holyhead  Island  3 
(including  2  on  Anglesey  Aluminium  Land),  Rhosneigr  to  Abermenai  8  pairs,  Moelfre  1, 
Cemlyn  3  and  Porth  Swtan  2;  DENBIGH:  A  nest  of  4  eggs  at  Pensam  on  2nd  May  and  a  very 
late  nest  of  3  eggs  at  Horton’s  Nose,  Kinmel  Bay  on  31st  Aug..  Alarm  calling  and  possible  nest 
sites  W  of  Towyn,  on  Llandulas  beach  and  at  Sandy  Cove,  Kinmel  Bay;  FLINT:  Probable 
breeding  shown  by  2  juveniles  at  Gronant  on  19  June. 

KENTISH  PLOVER  C.  alexandrinus  PIBYDD  CAINT 

(A)  Rare  visitor. 

The  only  accepted  records  were  of  females  on  the  TeifI  Est.,  PEMBROKE/CEREDIGION  on 
25th  May  and  on  the  Alaw  Est.,  ANGLESEY  on  29th  May. 

DOTTEREL  C.  morinellus  HUTAN  Y MYNYDD 

(A)  An  occasional  breeder,  othenvise  a  regular  but  uncommon  migrant  in  spring  and  autumn. 
Spring  records  were:  GWENT:  Two  male  birds  were  well  watched  on  Blorenge  during  5th  -7th 
May,  only  the  sixth  county  record  of  this  upland  plover:  CARMARTHEN:  2  on  Garreg  Lwyd 
on  14th  Apr.,  two  groups  of  1 1  &  18  there  on  20th  Apr.  with  2  there  and  4  at  Godre'r  Garreg  Las 

tR 

on  20  May;  CEREDIGION:  one  at  Trisant  on  19th  Aug.  and  two  on  Pumlumon  on  21st  Aug.; 
MEIRIONNYDD:  A  bird  seen  in  a  likely  breeding  site  in  the  Trawsfynydd  area  on  24  June; 
CAERNARFON:  In  the  Cameddau,  there  were  7  on  the  north  slope  of  Foel  Grach  on  27th  Apr., 
16  on  Foel  Fras  on  5th  May  and  6  on  the  lower  slopes  of  Camedd  Uchaf  on  14th  May. 
Elsewhere,  there  were  4  at  Bwlch  Mawr,  Clynnog  on  15th  April,  5  on  the  Great  Orme  on  20th 
Apr.  with  one  here  on  28th  Apr.  and  three  at  Dinas  Dinlle  near  Caernarfon  Airport  on  5th-6th 
May.  Three  were  seen  on  Bardsey  on  10th  May;  ANGLESEY:  Singles  were  at  the  Range  on  the 
20th  and  24th  Apr.  with  two  there  on  the  25th . 

On  return  passage:  PEMBROKE:  a  single  on  St.  David’s  Airfield  on  27th  Aug.  then  2  on 
Ramsey  on  12th  Sept.;  CAERNARFON:  a  juvenile  on  the  Great  Orme  on  15th  Sept.; 
ANGLESEY:  A  single  on  the  Alaw  estuary  on  the  2El  Sept. 

Additional  record  for  2006:  CAERNARFON:  4  in  the  Cameddau  between  Camedd  Llywelyn 
and  Yr  Elen  on  7th  May. 
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GOLDEN  PLOVER  Pluvialis  apricaria  CWT 1  AD  A  UR 

(C)  A  scarce  and  declining  breeding  species,  found  chiefly  on  the  upland  plateaux  of  Denbigh, 
Radnor,  Ceredigion  and  Brecon. 

Records  are  rather  incomplete  but  monthly  max.  at  major  wintering  areas  (holding  400  at  least 
once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan. 

Feb 

Mar. 

Apr 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

E.  GLAM. 

Sker  area 

250 

47 

75 

- 

100 

149 

500 

200 

GOWER 

Burry  (S) 

2500 

2000 

1405 

772 

190 

900 

3050 

2500 

CARM. 

Gwendraeth 

700 

4000 

1 

650 

597 

Taf 

12000 

3470 

851 

820 

2555 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

1041 

195 

39 

Castlemartin 

650 

650 

1000 

1500 

CERE. 

Dyfi  Est. 

2100 

2000 

CAERN. 

Morfa  Dinlle 

75 

450 

1000 

1200 

ANGLE 

Cernlyn 

341 

400 

350 

500 

16 

130 

440 

310 

321 

Other  large  winter  flocks  in  coastal  counties  were:  in  PEMBROKE:  2,000  at  Ynys  Berry  in 
February,  350  at  Roch  &  300  at  Frenni  Fach  in  October  and  300  at  Newport  in  December; 
CEREDIGION:  600  at  Penparc  on  14th  Jan.,  650  at  Ty  Gwyn  pool  on  25th  Jan.,  450  at  Plwmp 
on  20th  Nov.,  500  at  Llanrhystud  on  8th  Feb.  &  600  there  on  1st  Nov.,  600  at  Aberaeron  on  8th 
Feb.;  MEIRIONNYDD:  630  between  Penllyn  marsh,  on  fields  between  the  Broadwater  and 
Tywyn  and  at  Tonfanau  on  18th  Dec.;  ANGLESEY:  700  were  with  Lapwing  at  Four  Mile 
Bridge  on  the  4th  Jan.  and  500  were  on  the  Cefni  estuary  on  the  2nd  Feb.;  FLINT:  250  at 
Shotwick  Fields  on  24lh  Feb. 

Inland  records  were:  .MONTGOMERY:  200  at  Llyn-y-tarw  on  2Fl  March;  BRECON:  Roman 
Road,  Trecastle  was  the  only  traditional  wintering  site  visited  where  120  were  present  on  20th 
Oct.  and  1 15  on  8th  Dec.  Other  large  counts  included  100  at  Blaen  Onneu  on  26th  Mar.  and  101 
on  Mynydd  Illtyd  on  23rd  Oct. 

Breeding  records  or  records  indicating  possible  breeding  were:  GWENT:  Four  nests,  each  with 
four  eggs,  were  found  at  Gobion  in  mid-May;  while  at  Goldcliff  lagoons  juveniles  were  seen  on 
18th  May  and  at  least  four  at  the  end  of  July;  BRECON:  During  the  breeding  season,  an  RSPB 
survey  of  historic  sites  in  Wales  revealed  a  significant  decline.  On  the  Breconshire  part  of  the 
Elenydd  only  three  pairs  were  located,  and  in  the  Black  Mountains,  live  pairs  found.  Outside 
the  RSPB  survey,  in  the  Brecon  Beacons  during  April/May,  three  birds  were  present  at  one  site, 
a  confiding  female  at  a  second  site,  and  a  pair  on  territory  at  a  third  site  indicated  breeding 
intentions,  but  was  not  proven  at  any.  7  pairs  in  Elan,  RADNOR. 


AMERICAN  GOLDEN  PLOVER  Pluvialis  dominica  CORGWTIAD  A  UR 

(A)  A  rare  vagrant. 

The  only  accepted  record  was  of  a  1st  winter  bird  at  Llanrhystud,  CEREDIGION  20n  -  27n 
Oct.,  the  first  for  that  county. 


GREY  PLOVER  P.  squatarola 


CWTIAD  LLWYD 


(C)  A  widespread  and  common  winter  visitor  to  Welsh  estuaries  and  spring  &  autumn  migrant. 
The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  60  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 
available. 


GWENT 

Newport  Wetl. 
Peterstone  Wentl. 
GOWER 

Burry  S 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

S 

O 

N 

D 

60 

44 

2 

3 

9 

28 

64 

109 

12 

14 

1 

4 

1 

1 

18 

90 

565 

295 

45 

2 

150 

225 

180 
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A  M  J  J  A 

5 

o 

N 

D 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

8  23 

25 

4 

22 

18 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  Est. 

3  3 

2 

8 

30 

40 

27 

Llanrhystud 

23  18 

14 

-y 

A 

4 

ANGLESEY 

Alaw  estuary 

111 

56 

87 

FLINT 

Dee  :  Point  of  Air 

55  65 

80 

70 

52 

Other  large  count  included:  275  at  Connah’s  Quay,  FLINT  on  31st  Oct. 

LAPWING  Vanellus  vanellus  CORNCHWIGLEN 

(C)  Rapidly  declining  breeder  -  almost  extinct  as  a  breeder  in  many  counties.  It  is  also  a  winter 
visitor,  principally  in  coastal  areas  and  especially  when  there  is  hard  weather  to  the  east. 
Regular  counts  at  the  main  wintering  areas  (holding  counts  of  500  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT 

Newport  W'etlands 

1000 

1936 

25 

120 

304 

604 

2000 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Watermill  flood 

291 

568 

2 

- 

- 

- 

211 

GOWER 

Burry  S 

1350 

4705 

1 

5 

30 

2380 

5010 

CARMARTHEN 

Penclacwydd 

1400 

704 

1244 

Gwendraeth 

1887 

909 

20 

52 

157 

87 

Taf 

2125 

1223 

90 

798 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

1585 

2948 

24 

577 

509 

Castlemartin 

1400 

1200 

1000 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  Est. 

2334 

1850 

CAERNARFON 

Foryd  Bay 

110 

61 

30 

68 

78 

1480 

ANGLESEY 

Cemlyn 

1150 

1154 

42 

136 

678 

678 

763 

Malltraeth/Cefni  est. 

1000 

2500 

80 

100 

300 

FLINT  (Dee  Est.) 

Rhyl 

2000 

1900 

65 

20 

100 

600 

Connah's  Quay  NR 

1200 

350 

250 

550 

320 

950 

Oakenholt  Q. 

1500 

1060 

187 

200 

500 

2500 

Point  of  Ayr 

800 

800 

150 

50 

1200 

Other  larue  flocks  were:  E.  GLAMORGAN:  1094  at  Lan  Farm  on  28th  Dec  was  by  far  the 
highest  count  in  the  last  ten  years  at  least.  A  single  bird  on  Flat  Holm  on  15lh  Apr.  was  the  first 
record  for  the  island;  1,000  at  Pentre  Dafis,  CARMARTHEN  on  18th  Feb.;  in  PEMBROKE: 
1,248  at  Hook  in  January  and  823  there  in  February,  800  at  West  Williamston  in  February; 
CEREDIGION:  500  at  Penparc  on  14th  Jan.,  700  at  Ty  Gwyn  pool  on  3rd  Feb.,  1.000  at 
Llanrhystud  on  8lh  Feb.  and  2,000  at  Cors  caron  on  14th  Feb.;  MONTGOMERY:  1,000  at 
William  Condry  Reserve  (Morfa  Dyfi)  on  20th  Feb.;  MEIRIONNYDD:  550  on  the  Broadwater 
on  14th  Jan.  with  710  present  there  on  14th  Feb.,  in  the  second  winter  period  720  there  on  18th 
Nov.  and  850  on  26th  Dec.;  ANGLESEY:  1200  were  with  Golden  Plover  at  Four  Mile  Bridge 
on  the  4th  Jan..  In  the  second  winter  period.  3000  were  at  Bodorgan  on  the  26th  Nov.; 
DENBIGH:  510  at  Pulford  Brook,  Trevalyn  on  17th  Jan.  and  900  here  on  29th  Jan.,  2,050  NE  of 
Ridleywood  on  18th  Feb.  On  the  coast,  500  were  at  Kinmel  Bay/Rhyl  Harbour  on  6lh  Jan.  In 
autumn,  2,000  at  Pentrebychan,  Wrexham  on  29th  Dec.;  FLINT:  1,800  at  Shotwick  Fields  on 
17th  Feb. 


Breeding  records  received  were:  GWENT:  Bryn  Serth  6  nests  with  4  chicks;  Rhyd-y-Blew  1 
nest  with  4  chicks;  Cefn  Gam-yr-erw  2  pairs,  1  with  1  chick  and  one  with  nest  &  4  eggs;  St 
Brides  8  territorial  pairs,  1  chick  on  2nd  Jun.;  Goldcliff  lagoons  2  broods  of  4  &  4  chicks  ; 
Sluice  Farm  1  chick  on  6th  July;  Llanfair  Discoed  3  pairs  all  breeding  season,  believed  to  have 
bred  successfully;  Tintern  Cross  16  including  immatures  on  28th  Aug.;  Nedem  valley  1  chick 
on  9th  June;  Waun  Rydd  1  nest  with  eggs;  Rassau  Ind.  Est.  2  nests  with  3  &  4  chicks;  E. 
GLAMORGAN:  Breeding  was  proven  at  Bridgend  Paper  Mill  -  Colwinston  where  there  were  7 
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pairs,  Trecastle  -  Mynydd  Ty-isaf  with  7  pairs,  Llanilid  with  5  pairs.  Display  was  observed  at 
the  Dowlais  slip  road  colony  on  12th  Marxg  (47  birds  present),  Fochriw  with  7  pairs  and  Parc 
Slip  where  there  were  3  pairs,  at  Cwm  Bargoed  Washeries  Pool  and  near  Colwinston.  A  pair 
was  in  a  ploughed  field  at  5-mile  Lane  nr  Barry  on  13th  April,  but  breeding  was  not  confirmed; 
GOWER:  bred  at  Broughton  Burrows,  Whiteford  (3  pairs),  Felindre  (3  pairs),  Pentre  Marsh 
Farm  (2  pairs),  BP  Llandarcy,  BP  Baglan  (5  pairs),  Port  Talbot  harbour  (2  pairs)  and  present  at 
3  other  sites;  CARMARTHEN:  1 1  pairs  bred  at  Penclacwydd  and  4-5  pairs  noted  at  3  other 
sites;  PEMBROKE:  6  pairs  attempted  to  breed  on  Ramsey  but  no  young  were  fledged; 
CEREDIGION:  74  pairs  at  Ynyshir  rearing  a  minimum  of  58  young,  with  another  15  pairs 
elsewhere  in  the  Dyfi  area.  Pairs  also  bred  at  Ty’n  y  Graig,  Ty  Gwyn  (10+  pairs)  and  Cors 
Caron  NNR;  BRECON:  Counts  at  breeding  sites,  with  an  indication  of  success  where  known, 
were  as  follows:  Cors  yr  Hwch,  Elenydd:  1  bird  on  territory;  Brynhenllys/L  Twrch  valley:  4-5 
pairs;  Plas-y-gors,  Ystradfellte:  1  male;  Roman  Road:  2-4  pairs;  Pwll  Du:  1  pair,  and  another 
male;  Glynmeddig,  Pentrefeliml  pair;  Traeth  Mawr:  1  pair;  Slwch/Llanddew:  2  pairs,  and 
another  male;  Llangasty:  5-6  pairs  (6  juvs);  Neuadd,  Llangasty:  3  pairs;  Gilestone  Farm:2  pairs 
(failed);  Garnlydan:  14  birds,  non-breeding;  Pontybat,  Llanfilo:  1  pair  (chicks  present); 
Tregoyd:  3  pairs.  Very  high  summer  water  levels  at  Llangorse  Lake  from  late  June,  with 
significant  flooding  of  meadows,  was  thought  not  to  have  swamped  nests  with  eggs,  but  the 
concentration  of  chicks  away  from  rising  water  may  have  led  to  reliance  on  sub-optimal  feeding 
areas  and  increased  chick  predation.  In  addition  to  the  breeding  birds  here,  24  failed  or  non¬ 
breeders  were  present  in  mid-June;  16-22  pairs  in  RADNOR;  MEIRIONNYDD:  Penllyn  Marsh 
held  1 1  pairs.  Only  one  polygamous  male  with  two  females  was  present.  Two  unpaired  males 
were  present,  one  eventually  pairing  but  these  were  not  believed  to  have  bred.  Nesting  season 
was  early  with  the  majority  of  females  incubating  before  the  end  of  March;  all  definitely  by  9th 
April.  Three  first  clutches  were  lost  but  replaced.  One  replacement  clutch  was  also  lost  but  the 
female  laid  again  and  finally  hatched  and  fledged  two  young.  Productivity  was  fairly  good  with 
one  chick  per  pair  fledged.  One  at  Morfa  Harlech  could  well  have  been  breeding,  23ld  May; 
CAERNARFON:  10  pairs  were  recorded  on  territory  at  Conwy  RSPB,  with  several  chicks 
seen.  The  first  chicks  at  Morfa  Madryn  were  seen  on  1st  May,  when  3  were  present; 
ANGLESEY:  In  March  3  birds  were  displaying  between  Dwyran  and  Brynsiencyn  in  roadside 
fields.  15  pairs  were  recorded  at  Malltraeth  Marsh  RSPB  in  the  breeding  season;  DENBIGH: 
Adults  were  reported  from  nineteen  different  locations  during  the  breeding  season,  up  from 
sixteen  in  2006.  Most  records  were  for  inland  sites  with  one  or  two  pairs  but  100  birds  were  at  a 
breeding  site  at  Bryn  Goleu,  Penycae  by  26th  March,  with  50  reported  from  the  same  site  on  4th 
July;  FLINT:  Birds  were  observed  during  the  breeding  season  at  seven  locations,  usually  in 
small  numbers  but  including  23  at  Sandycroft  on  27th  Apr.,  30  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  on  15th 
Apr.,  50  at  Shotwick  Fields  on  30th  May  and  28  at  MOD  coastal  grazing  marsh  on  8th  June. 
Successful  breeding  was  confirmed  at  a  number  of  locations. 

KNOT  Calidris  canutus  PIBYDD  YR  ABER 

(C)  An  abundant  winter  visitor  to  some  of  the  major  estuaries,  notably  the  Dee,  Burry,  Traeth 


Lafan  and  Severn. 

Relatively  scarce  on 

other  estuaries.  It  is 

also  an 

uncommon  passage 

migrant  in  spring  &  autumn  and  it  is  rare 

inland. 

j 

F  M 

A  M  J 

J  A 

s 

o 

N 

D 

GWENT  Newport  Wet 

360 

60  20 

13  6 

1  32 

400 

250 

200 

1400 

Peterstone  Wentl. 

2000 

500  7 

103 

30 

300 

200 

1250 

GOWER  Burry  S 

4170 

3200 

5 

5 

130 

385 

900 

3150 

CARM.  Cefn  Sidan 

525 

40 

1610 

CAERN.  Traeth  Lafan 

8  1 

1 

16 

200 

400 

FLINTDee:  Point  of  Ayr 

300 

600  1 

1 

50 

400 

500 

1500 

2500 

Dee:  Oakenholt  Marsh 

600 

1000  300 

10  1  6 

40  200 

4000 

5000 

1000 

300 

405 


Other  large  flocks  were:  EAST  GLAMORGAN:  1,200  at  Rhymney  Est  on  13th  Feb.; 
ANGLESEY:  310  were  at  Traeth  Abermenai  on  the  1st  Jan.  and  465  on  the  Inland  Sea  on  the 
19lh  Dec.;  FLINT:  400  at  Mostyn  Dock  Reserve  on  19th  Dec. 


SANDERLING  Calidris  alba  PIB YDD  Y  TYWOD 

(C)  A  winter  visitor,  locally  common  on  sandy  beaches  in  Flint,  Carmarthen  and  Glamorgan.  A 
spring  &  autumn  migrant  on  the  coast.  Scarce  inland. 


The  monthly  max. 

at  the 

main 

sites  (holding  counts 

of  50 

at  least  once) 

are  tabulated 

available. 

J 

F 

M  A 

M 

J 

J  A 

X 

O 

N 

D 

E.  GLAMORGAN 
Kenfig  Sands/Sker 
GOWER 

- 

82 

- 

- 

10 

-  8 

44 

10 

3 

- 

Burry  S 

45 

125 

Blackpill 

420 

610 

650  1 

196 

4 

5 

450 

680 

464 

CARMARTHEN 

Cefn  Sidan 

600 

534 

120 

760 

Pendine  Sands 

455 

560 

8 

220 

730 

60 

CAERNARFON 

Black  Rock 

60 

11 

45 

Other  large  flocks  were  E.  GLAMORGAN:  a  series  of  records  from  Flat  Holm  in  April  and 
early  May  with  max  100  there  on  5th  &  18th  Apr.  and  2nd  &  3rd  May,  the  highest  counts  on 
record  for  the  island;  GOWER:  126  at  Whiteford  on  14th  May,  440  on  Jersey  Marine  Beach  on 
17th  Jan.,  130  on  Aberavon  Beach  on  17lh  Mar.  and  105  at  Swansea  Harbour  on  23rd  Jan.;  200  at 
Cefn  Padrig,  Burry  (N),  CARMARTHEN  on  5th  Dec.;  MEIRIONNYDD:  50  were  present  on 
Morfa  Harlech  beach  on  23ld  May  and  100  at  Harlech  Point  on  1st  Aug.;  DENBIGH:  200  birds 
at  Kinmel  Bay  on  2nd  Feb.,  90  west  of  Towyn  on  23ld  Mar.  and  60  seen  flying  east  at  Towyn  on 
14th  Oct.;  FLINT:  Splash  Point,  Rhyl  had  a  maximum  of  150  on  2nd  Dec. 

One  at  Dolydd  Hafren,  MONTGOMERY  on  22nd  May  was  the  first  record  here. 

SEMI-PALMATED  SANDPIPER  C.  pusilla  P1BYDD  LL  WYD 

(A)  A  rare  vagrant. 

The  fifth  accepted  Welsh  record  was  of  a  juv.  on  the  Gann.  PEMBROKE  14th  -  27th  Oct. 

LITTLE  STINT  C.  minuta  PIB  YDD  BACH 

(B)  An  uncommon  passage  migrant  in  small  numbers  to  coastal  areas,  principally  in  autumn 


and  has  occasionally  wintered.  It  is  rare  inland. 

Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Mav  June  Julv 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

GWENT 

3 

12 

11 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

1 

GOWER 

1 

1 

2 

CARMARTHEN 

1 

5 

10 

PEMBROKE 

11  + 

9+ 

CEREDIGION 

6 

5 

26 

BRECON 

1 

MEIRIONNYDD 

1 

CAERNARFON 

1 

2 

CAERN  /  DENBIGH 

3 

ANGLESEY  1  1 

3 

FLINT 

1 

406 


The  largest  groups  were  of:  5  at  Coedbach,  CARMARTHEN  on  15th  Oct.;  6  on  the  Gann, 
PEMBROKE  28th  Sept.  -  16th  Oct.  and  on  the  Dyfi,  CEREDIGION  at  Ynyslas  6  on  15th  &  16th 
Aug.  and  at  Ynyshir  4  on  30th  Sept.,  9  on  lsl  Oct.  and  26  on  2nd  Oct. 

WHITE-RUMPED  SANDPIPER  Calidris fuscicollis  PIBYDD  TINWEN 

(A)  A  rare  visitor. 

The  only  accepted  record  was  from  Kenfig,  E.  GLAMORGAN:  a  1st  calendar  yr  bird  was 
found  on  the  east  pool  shore  on  29th  Oct.  and  was  well  watched  and  photographed  until  8th 
Nov.  This  was  the  third  record  and  individual  for  Glamorgan  but  the  first  for  the  E.  Glam, 
recording  area. 


PECTORAL  SANDPIPER  Calidris  melanotos  PIBYDD  CAIN 

(A)  A  scarce  visitor. 

The  only  accepted  record  was  of  a  juv.  at  Goldcliff  lagoons,  GWENT  on  1 4th-22nd  Sept. 
Additional  record  for  2003:  a  juv.  at  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN  6th  -  7th  &  25th  Sept. 


CURLEW  SANDPIPER  C.  ferruginea 


PIBYDD  CAMBIG 


(B)  An  uncommon  passage  migrant  to  coastal  areas,  recorded  in  every  month  but  principally  in 


autumn,  relatively  numerous  in  some  years.  Rare  inland. 
Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 


M 

GWENT 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

GOWER 

CARMARTHEN 

PEMBROKE 

PEMB/CERE  Teifi 

CEREDIGION 

MONTGOMERY 

MEIRIONNYDD 

CAERNARFON 

ANGLESEY 

FLINT  1 


A  M  J  J 

I  1 


1 

2 


2 

1  2 
1 


A 

1  + 


8 

6 

1 

1 


5 

17+ 

2 

6+ 

16+ 

6 

6+ 

6 

1 

7 

5 

13 

2 


O 

11  + 


9+ 

2 

4 

4 


6 

5 

1  + 


N  D 


1 

2  1 
1 

1+  1  + 


The  largest  groups  were:  5  at  Blackpill,  GOWER  12th  Sept,  with  9  there  on  15th  Oct.;  in 
CARMARTHEN:  7  at  Coedbach  on  12th  Aug.  and  12  at  Kidweli  Quay  on  14th  Sept.;  5  on  the 
Gann,  PEMBROKE  5th  -  31st  Oct.;  on  the  Dyfi.,  CEREDIGION,  6  at  Ynyslas  on  4th  Sept.,  5  at 
Ynyshir  on  14th  Sept,  and  4  there  on  2nd  Oct. 

Winter  records  were  CAERNARFON:  a  single  at  Conwy  RSPB  on  13th  and  20th  Dec.;  FLINT; 


recorded  in  the  Connalfs  Quay  NR/White  Sands/Oakenholt  Marsh  Reserve  area  of  the  Dee 
estuary  through  to  14th  Dec. 


PURPLE  SANDPIPER  C.  maritima  PIBYDD  DU 

(C)  A  fairly  common  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers  to  coastal  areas  with  rock\'  shorelines. 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

Jul 

A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

E.  GLAM 

Ogrnore 

15 

14 

12 

1 1 

4 

17 

24 

GOWER 

Port  Eynon 

19 

1 

10 

19 

PEMB. 

Fishguard  H 

5 

6 

7 

Ramsey 

17 

17 

3 

4 

16 

23 

16 

CERE. 

Aberystwyth 

13 

15 

CAERN. 

Bardsey 

65 

72 

77 

47 

50 

1 

1 

6 

20 

CAERN.  /  DEN.  Rhos  Point 

10 

3 

18 

12  were  noted  at  sea,  5  miles  south  off  St.  Ann’s  Head,  PEMBROKE  on  24th  Aug. 
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DUNLIN  C.  alpina  PIB  YDD  Y  MA  WN 

(C)  A  scarce  and  local  breeder,  restricted  to  a  few  poorly  drained  upland  moors  with  scattered 
pools.  An  abundant  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor. 

Occurs  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  and  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  1000  at 


least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

5 

o 

N 

D 

GWENT 

Newport  Wetl 

1600 

4100 

10 

200 

310 

10 

300 

120 

350 

60 

8000 

4000 

Peterstone  W. 

2400 

2000 

70 

37 

1090 

26 

8 

100 

560 

330 

450 

350 

Undy 

2000 

1340 

8 

18 

520 

2 

320 

2000 

4750 

3400 

E.  GLAM. 

Rhymney  Est 

2 

2000 

150 

200 

50 

Rumney  Gt 
GOWER 

1000 

700 

35 

22 

152 

19 

400 

1500 

400 

Burry  S 

(total) 

6010 

5400 

10 

10 

2500 

5 

130 

135 

190 

2570 

10600 

6600 

Whiteford 

1400 

2000 

6 

2500 

18 

136 

160 

80 

635 

Weobley 

4600 

5400 

12 

1092 

22 

100 

190 

1980 

10600 

6600 

Wernffrwd 

1950 

300 

5 

130 

1200 

4200 

Blackpill 

1420 

1390 

1280 

188 

185 

20 

16 

171 

116 

320 

1450 

1330 

PEMBROKE 
Cleddau  Est. 
ME1R1. 

1078 

2664 

53 

191 

143 

642 

4661 

Glasl/Dwyryd 

CAERN. 

61 

108 

16 

6 

165 

3516 

Traeth  Lafan 
FLINT 

931 

432 

12 

6 

5 

20 

1045 

2000 

Point  of  Ayr 

1000 

1500 

2 

3 

500 

10 

20 

300 

20 

100 

50 

900 

Oakenholt 

3000 

3000 

260 

6 

200 

12 

100 

1000 

500 

700 

1000 

Large  flocks  elsewhere  included:  1,000  at  Afon  lliedi,  CARMARTHEN  on  17th  Dec.;  940  on 
the  Dyfi,  CEREDIGION  in  January;  950  at  Traeth  Abermenai,  ANGLESEY  on  the  1st  Jan. 


Records  of  breeding  or  possible  breeding  were:  BRECON:  Single  birds  were  seen  at  two 
traditional  breeding  sites,  on  separate  moors,  during  May,  but  breeding  was  not  proven  at 
either;  6  pairs  on  the  Elan  uplands,  RADNOR;  CAERNARFON:  Three  pairs  at  Morfa  Madryn 
on  3rd  May  with  three  displaying  here  on  31st  May;  DENBIGH:  Although  there  was  no 
confirmed  breeding,  there  were  three  records  of  birds  at  inland  locations  in  the  breeding 
season:  4  were  seen  at  Bryn  Goleu,  Penycae  on  14th  June,  one  was  seen  NE  of  Wrexham  on 
16th  June  and  one  was  at  Llangwm  on  27th  June 

Inland  sightings  included:  GWENT:  One  at  Caerleon  on  8th  Apr,  one  in  breeding  plumage  at 
Gobion  on  1 1th  May,  one  at  Camo  forestry  on  27th  Sep.  and  three  at  Llandegfedd  Reservoir  on 
1st  Oct  with  a  single  there  to  10th  Oct.;  EAST  GLAMORGAN:  One  at  Llanilid  on  12th  May; 
MONTGOMERY:  max  100  at  the  William  Condry  Reserve  (Morfa  Dyfi]  in  May;  BRECON: 
Spring  passage  at  Llangasty  involved  a  single  on  26lh  March,  one  or  more  heard  after  dark  on 
9th  May,  4  on  15th  May,  and  one  on  10th  June.  .  Post-breeding  movement  was  first  noted  at 
Llangasty  on  22nd  June,  followed  by  12  on  13th  July  and  a  single  on  26th  August.  1-2  birds  were 
seen  there  from  12th  -  15th  November.  Elsewhere,  the  only  records  were  a  summer  plumaged 
adult  at  Brechfa  Pool  on  21st  July,  and  a  single  at  Llangynidr  Reservoir  on  27th  September. 

BUFF-BREASTED  SANDPIPER  Tryngites  subruficollis  PIBYDD  BRONLLWYD 

(A)  A  rare  visitor. 

The  only  accepted  record  was  of  an  adult  at  Coedbach,  CARMARTHEN  on  1 1th  July. 
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RUFF  Philomachus  pugnax  PIBYDD  TORCHOG 

(B)  A  fairly  common  passage  migrant  in  small  numbers,  principally  in  autumn.  Occasionally 
winters. 


Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

J 

F  M 

A 

M  J 

J 

A 

5 

GWENT 

1 

4 

3 

5 

6+ 

10 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

1 

GOWER 

CARMARTHEN  1 

1 

PEMBROKE 

6 

PEMB/CERE  Teifi 

1 

3 

CERE/MONT  Dyfi  1 

2 

BRECON 

MEIRIONNYDD 

1 

CAERNARFON 

1 

ANGLESEY  1 

1 

1 

DENBIGH 

FLINT  1 

10 

1 

2 

3 

o 

2 


7 

5 


5 

5 

1 

3 


N  D 


1 

2 


3  2 


JACK  SNIPE  Lymnocryptes  minimus  GIACH  BACH 

(B)  A  fairly  common  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor. 

Birds  were  recorded  until  14th  Apr.  and  from  27th  Sept. 


Jan.  Feb 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Sept.  Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT 

3 

1 

1 

3 

1 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

16 

3 

3 

2 

1  6 

6 

5 

GOWER 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

CARMARTHEN 

2 

1 

PEMBROKE 

1 

1  1 

4 

3 

CEREDIGION 

2 

BRECON 

2 

3 

2 

1  2 

4 

-» 

RADNOR 

10+ 

12+ 

MONTGOMERY 

1 

MEIRIONNYDD 

1 

2 

1 

CAERNARFON 

3 

2 

2  12 

2 

2 

ANGLESEY 

8 

3 

1 

1 

2 

7 

1 

DENBIGH 

1 

FLINT 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

SNIPE  Gallinago  gallinago 

GIACH  CYFFREDIN 

(C)  A  widespread  breeding  bird, 

nesting  in  all  counties  but 

in  small  and  declining  numbers 

Substantial  numbers  in  winter. 


Monthly  max.  at  sites  with  significant  winter  counts  of  40  or  more  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec 

GWENT 

Undy  fores. 

1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

96 

The  Moorings 

151 

74 

Newport  Wet 

'15 

50 

26 

30 

15 

3 

1 

50 

E.  GLAM. 

KNNR 

6 

1 

-» 

J 

1 

2 

10 

20 

-» 

J 

40 

Pendoylan  Moor 

70 

2 

18 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

CARM. 

Gwendraeth 

20 

54 

J 

6 

1 

Penclacwydd 

51 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est 

136 

55 

20 

16 

22 

103 

80 

St.  Davids  AF 

83 

74 

4 

1 

51 

35 

Castlemartin 

50 

3 

BRECON 

Llangasty 

30 

45 

nc 

nc 

51 

14 

16 

38 

11 

Y  Gors 

25 

57 

20 

”■» 

j 

nc 

nc 

34 

35 

30 

Traeth  Mawr 

nc 

nc 

10 

8 

nc 

nc 

21 

30 

40 

CAERN. 

Foryd 

8 

7 

1 

6 

27 

10 

71 

CAERN/DENB 

Conwy  RSPB 

2 

17 

64 

56 

ANGLESEY 

Cemlyn 

58 

20 

3 

174 

4 

6 

20 

12 

39 

409 


Other  large  counts  were:  CEREDIGION:  50  near  Cross  Inn  on  2nd  Feb.  and  128  at  Ynyshir  on 
22nd  Dec.;  95  at  Rhosgoch,  RADNOR  on  16th  Dec.;  MEIRIONNYDD:  30-40  flushed  off 
Tonfanau  pool  on  2nd  Nov  .;  ANGLESEY:  90  in  Red  Wharf  Bay  on  the  18th  Nov.,  65  at  the 
Alaw  Estuary  on  13th  Dec,  and  58  on  Malltraeth  Cob  pool  on  the  4th  Nov.;  FLINT:  91  at  Point 
of  Ayr  on  9lh  Dec. 

Records  of  breeding  or  possible  breeding  were:  GWENT:  No  records  of  confirmed  breeding 
though  one  was  heard  drumming  near  Goldcliff  Pill,  two  territories  were  identified  at 
Garnlydan  Reservoir  on  3rd  Apr  and  two  were  heard  drumming  over  Mynydd  Llangatwg  near 
the  old  reservoir  on  29th  May.  Other  sightings  during  the  breeding  season  were  three  pairs  at 
Waun  Rydd  on  3rd  Apr,  a  single  flushed  at  Rhyd-y-Blew  on  the  same  day  and  one  at  Trefil  on 
18th  Apr  and  four  at  Gam  Lakes  on  19th  Apr.  E.  GLAMORGAN:  There  were  no  definite 
breeding  reports  but  drumming  and/or  song  was  observed  at  Penderyn,  Cwmdu  -  Maesteg  and 
Blaencynon,  and  a  ‘family  party’  was  reported  at  Ffos-y-Fran  feeder  pond  on  7th  Nov.; 
GOWER:  probably  bred  at  Banwen;  CEREDIGION:  5  pairs  at  Aberleri,  5  pairs  at  Cors 
Fochno,  2  pairs  Ynyshir  and  also  recorded  in  the  Hehgwyn  Valley;  MONTGOMERY:  8-10 
pairs  bred  at  William  Condry  Reserve  (  Morfa  Dyfi)  ;  BRECON:  Four  birds  at  Camddwr  Pools 
on  16th  March  were  in  suitable  breeding  habitat.  The  RSPB  upland  breeding  waders  survey 
found  only  four  chipping  birds  on  the  Elenydd,  and  none  at  all  on  the  Black  Mountains.  In  an 
incomplete  breeding  survey  elsewhere  that  included  no  MOD  Epynt  bogs,  21 
chipping/drumming  birds  were  noted  at  twelve  sites;  MEIRIONNYDD:  Eight  displaying  birds 
on  the  Migneint  (not  a  full  survey)  and  2  males  chipping  at  Trawsfynydd  on  24th  June; 
DENBIGH:  Four  records  during  the  breeding  season  included  1+  bird(s)  drumming  at  Pendinas 
Reservoir  on  1st  April,  two  W  of  Ruabon  on  15th  April,  one  drumming  bird  at  World's  End, 
Ruabon  Mountain  on  15th  April  and  one  bird  seen  on  a  BBS  visit  E  of  Capel  Siloam  on  2E1 
June. 

LONG-BILLED  DOWITCHER  Limnodromus  scolopaceus  GIACH  GYLFIN-H1R 

(A)  A  vagrant. 

ANGLESEY:  The  Alaw  estuary  bird  of  2006  was  relocated  at  Four  Mile  Bridge  on  the  14th  Jan. 
It  stayed  in  this  area  until  the  14Ih  Mar.  when  it  returned  to  the  Alaw  estuary  where  it  stayed 
until  the  1st  Apr. 

WOODCOCK  Scolopax  rusticola  CYFFYLOG 

(C)  A  regular  breeder  in  small  numbers  in  all  counties  except  Pembroke  &  Anglesey.  It  is 
widespread  and  common  /  abundant  in  winter. 

All  records  of  roding  or  possibly  breeding  birds  are  given  and  all  would  be  welcome,  as  the 
breeding  status  of  this  species  in  Wales  remains  poorly  understood:  GWENT:  Breeding  season 
records  were  few,  and  all  in  June;  there  were  up  to  three  birds  at  Nine  Wells,  Wentwood  from 
7th  to  15th,  and  two  at  Penallt:  MONTGOMERY:  One  roding  at  Lake  Vymwy  RSPB: 
BRECON:  At  Bronydd  Mawr,  a  bird  seen  in  early  March  was  joined  by  a  second  on  10lh  April, 
one  of  which  was  still  there  on  1st  May  possibly  indicating  local  breeding.  One  roding  bird 
encircled  a  large  area  of  clearfell  and  wet  woodland  at  Brynbair/Coity  Wood  on  21st  May; 
MEIRIONNYDD:  One  was  roding  at  Abertafol  on  28lh  May,  the  first  record  indicating 
breeding  for  a  few  years;  FLINT:  .A  single  bird  w^as  recorded  roding  at  Nercwys  on  E‘  June 
with  another  roding  on  22nd  June 
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Maximum  passage  and  wintering  counts  were:  GWENT:  The  largest  numbers  were  at  Cross 
Ash  where  eight  and  four  were  flushed  with  dogs  on  15th  and  30th  Dec  respectively;  EAST 
GLAMORGAN:  A  max  count  of  7  at  Mountain  Ash  on  3ld  March;  .in  the  second  winter  period, 
max  5  at  Llanwonno  on  2nd  Dec.;  BRECON:  In  the  second  winter  period  there  were  5  at  Cefn 
Gorwydd  and  6  at  Llangattock.  Systematic  beating  of  suitable  habitat  during  pheasant  shoots  in 
Christmas  week  gave  an  indication  of  numbers  at  that  time;  at  Pytindu  (Llanddew)  8  Pushed 
during  a  Boxing  Day  shoot  (4  shot),  and  30-40  seen  in  the  Senni/Abertreweryn. areas  (17  shot); 
MEIRIONNYDD:  A  maximum  of  6  Pushed  from  the  road  edge  over  the  Migneint  on  several 
dates  at  dusk  in  Nov  and  Dec.;  CAERNARFON:  Three  on  Bardsey  on  P1  Feb.;  ANGLESEY: 
15  Pushed  at  a  site  near  the  Inland  Sea  (Cwm  farm), on  the  15  Nov.;  DENBIGH:  3  birds  at 
Gresford  on  20th  Feb. 


BLACK-TAILED  GODWIT  Limosa  limosa  RHOSTOG  G YNFFONDD U 

(C)  A  common  spring  and  autumn  passage  migrant;  it  is  common  to  abundant  and  increasing 
in  winter  on  the  Dee. 


The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  were: 
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Other  large  counts  were:  GOWER:  254  at  Penclawdd  and  44  at  Berthlwyd  on  4lh  Aug.,  44 
below  Loughor  Bridge  on  23rd  Sept,  and  60  at  Penclawdd  on  12th  Dec.;  MEIRIONNYDD: 
Movements  through  the  Broadwater  in  autumn  from  26th  June  to  2nd  Sept.,  totalled  42  birds. 
Peaks  were  14  on  14th  July  and  1 1  on  15lh  Aug..  Many  of  these  birds  were  in  summer  plumage 
and  at  least  14  had  characteristics  of  the  Icelandic  race  islandica;  DENBIGH:  50+  in  Rhyl 
harbour  on  6  Jan. 

Inland  records  were:  MONTGOMERY:  10  at  William  Condry  Reserve  (Morfa  Dyfi)  on  10lh 
Apr.,  max  18  here  in  August.  One  at  Dolydd  Hafren  on  30th  Apr.;  BRECON:  Singles  were  at 
Llangasty  on  18lh  Mar.  and  at  Llangorse  Sailing  Club  meadows  on  16lh  Sept. 

BAR-TAILED  GODWIT  L.  lapponica  RHOSTOG  GYNFFONFRITH 

(C)  A  common  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor,  more  numerous  in  autumn  than  spring.  It  is 
rare  away  from  the  coasts  but  has  been  recorded  in  all  inland  counties. 

Small  numbers  occur  in  most  coastal  counties  but  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  are 
tabulated  as  available. 
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Large  counts  elsewhere  were:  GWENT:  Peak  count  of  45  at  Newport  Wetlands  in  May;  EAST 
GLAMORGAN:  a  total  of  71  seen  from  along  the  Pink  Bay  footpath  on  30th  Apr.;  GOWER:  35 
at  Whiteford  on  24th  Jan.,  and  47  there  on  21st  Feb.;  CEREDIGION:  310  at  Ynyshir  on  28lh 
Apr.,  600  at  Ynyslas  on  30th  Apr.  and  200  on  4th  May;  MEIRIONNYDD:  A  considerable  spring 
movement  was  noted  in  the  Dyfi  Est.  400  were  present  on  sandbanks  in  the  mouth  of  the  Dyfi 
on  29th  April.  Many  of  these  were  in  summer  plumage.  Only  17  of  these  remained  in  the 
estuary  on  the  30th,  at  Gogarth.  On  1st  May  another  arrival  of  a  minimum  of  480  and  possibly 
up  to  600  were  again  on  the  Dyfi  sandbanks  arriving  from  the  west.  120  were  left  on  the 
following  day.  On  the  3rd,  227  were  present  in  the  mouth  evening  time,  later  flying  up  the 
estuary;  FLINT:  Peak  count  27  at  Point  of  Ayr  on  27th  Sept. 

WHIM  BREL  Nu  men  ins  phaeopus  COEGYLFINIR 

(C)  Locally  common  in  coastal  counties  on  spring  and  autumn  passage,  scarce  inland,  small 
numbers  occasionally  over-winter.  The  spring  passage  predominates. 

Birds  on  passage  were  recorded  from  14th  March  and  until.  14th  Oct.  with  small  numbers 


recorded  at  several  sites  during  June.  The  monthly 
at  least  once)  are  tabulated. 

max.  at  the 
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Other  large  counts  were:  E.  GLAMORGAN:  77  at  Royal  Porthcawl  Golf  course  on  30th  April. 
70  at  Kenfig  and  88  at  Sker  Point/Pink  Bay  on  6th  May;  GOWER:  176  at  Blackpill  on  24th  Apr.. 
199  at  Whiteford  on  2nd  May  and  165  at  Upper  Loughor  on  29th  June.  In  autumn,  59  at 
Whiteford  on  17th  Aug.;  CARMARTHEN:  38  at  Cefn  Padrig  on  8th  Aug.;  PEMBROKE:  49  at 
the  Gann  22nd  Apr.,  40  at  Angle  Bay  on  29lh  Apr.,  52  at  Freshwater  West  on  1st  May,  185  at 
Whitesands  on  lsl  May,  44  on  the  Teifi  on  18th  May  and  75  at  Stackpole  on  15th  May; 
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CEREDIGION:  96  at  Llanrhystud  on  29th  Apr.  and  50  at  Ynyslas  on  Is1  May; 
MEIRIONNYDD:  An  excellent  spring  passage,  with  42  in  the  Dyfi  Est  on  Is'  May  and  an 
estimated  200-230  moving  in  the  Tonfanau/Penllyn  Marsh  area. On  return  passage,  60  at 
Harlech  Point  on  the  12th  Aug.;  ANGLESEY:  40  were  at  Llyn  Penrhyn  on  the  2nd  May. 

Inland  records  were:  GWENT:  one  at  Gobion  on  3rd  May;  8  at  Dolydd  Hafren  in  May; 
BRECON:  Two  spring  passage  sightings  in  May  maintains  the  pattern  of  occurrence  for  this 
species,  with  two  at  Llangorse  on  15lh  and  one  at  Brechfa  on  26th  ;  DENBIGH:  one  bird  at  Cae 
Llwyd  Reservoir,  Penycae  on  21st  Feb. 

Wintering  records  were:  CAERNARFON:  as  usual,  two  birds  spent  time  on  Bardsey  over  the 
winter  months;  ANGLESEY:  One  bird  overwintered  from  Oct.  to  the  12th  Dec.  at  Traeth 
Bychan. 

CURLEW  N.  arquata  GYLFIN1R 

(C)  A  fairly  abundant  and  widespread  but  declining  breeding  species  throughout  most  of  Wales 
but  local  in  Pembroke  and  the  coastal  fringe  of  south  Wales.  It  is  an  abundant  winter  visitor  to 
coastal  areas,  where  small  numbers  are  present  all  year  round.  Very  small  numbers  winter- 
inland. 

Occurs  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  and  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  500  at 
least  once)  are  tabulated. 
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Large  counts  elsewhere  were:  960  at  Weobley,  Burry  Inlet,  GOWER  on  1st  Aug.;  FLINT:  On 
the  4th  Sept,  there  were  1 ,200  birds  recorded  on  the  Dee  at  low  tide  between  Oakenholt  Marsh 
Reserve  and  the  bunded  pools  at  Connah’s  Quay  NR.  At  Point  of  Ayr  1,000  birds  were 
recorded  on  12th  Aug.  and  16lh  Sept,  with  800+  here  on  15th  Aug.  Other  large  counts  include 
800+  at  Rhyl  on  6th  Jan. 

Records  of  breeding  or  possible  breeding  were:  GWENT:  There  was  only  one  confirmed 
breeding  record:  one  seen  on  a  nest  at  Llanwenarth  on  15th  April.  There  were  singles  at  Hafod 
Farm  on  7lh  Apr.  and  on  Mynyddislwyn,  a  known  breeding  ground,  on  the  8th,  at  Gamlydan 
Reservoir  on  18th  and  22nd  April  and  again  on  11th  May  and,  finally,  one  at  Comin  Coed-y- 
moeth  on  13th  and  17th  May.  A  bird  was  seen  frequenting  a  rough  area  at  Wolvesnewton  in 
early  June;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  Breeding  was  reported  at  Ffos  yr  Hebog  and  Mynydd  and  pairs 
were  seen  in  suitable  habitat  at  Bedlinog,  Hirwaun  Ind  Est.,  Merthyr  Common  and  Tir  y  Felin; 
PEMBROKE:  9  pairs  bred  on  Skomer;  RADNOR:  28-35  pairs;  MONTGOMERY:  9  breeding 
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pairs  at  Lake  Vyrnwy  RSPB;  BRECON:  Twenty-three  pairs  or  displaying  birds  were  reported 
in  the  breeding  season,  these  including  4-5  pairs  on  MOD  Epynt,  3  more  pairs  in  the 
Pantyllyn/Gwenddwr  area  nearby,  and  a  bird  ‘bubbling’  in  April  on  Rhos  Saith-maen 
(Elenydd).  However,  pairs  in  the  traditional  breeding  areas  of  Roman  Road,  Cradoc, 
Rachfynydd,  Llandefalle  Hill  and  Brechfa  were  badly  affected  by  laying  of  the  gas  pipeline  and 
could  not  be  located.  A  group  of  17  at  Brechfa  on  29th  June,  a  particularly  early  date  for  a  post¬ 
breeding  gathering,  could  indicate  failed  breeders  along  the  pipeline  route.  This  group  increased 
further  to  at  least  35  on  2nd  August.  Only  one  juvenile  was  seen  there  on  27th  July  suggesting  it 
was  a  poor  breeding  season;  MEIRIONNYDD:  Two  pairs  bred  on  the  Migneint  (not  a  full 
survey);  CAERNARFON:  There  were  two  territories  at  Mynydd  Llandegai  on  14  March,  one 
was  bubbling  at  SH7074  above  Llanfairfechan  on  15th  April  and  one  singing  at  Llanllechid  on 
18th  May;  ANGLESEY:  Two  pairs  were  recorded  at  Malltraeth  Marsh  RSPB  in  the  breeding 
season;  DENBIGH:  A  number  of  records  indicating  possible  breeding  were  received  from 
upland  areas.  Counts  of  5  birds  and  4  birds  were  received  from  moorland  areas  to  the  W  of 
Cerrigydrudion.  The  majority  of  summer  records  are  from  the  SW  of  the  area.  Ruabon 
Mountain  had  36  birds  on  3  March.  Records  of  single  birds  were  received  from  various 
locations  throughout  the  year  including  Pendinas  reservoir,  Nant  y  ffrith  reservoir,  Mynydd 
Hiraethog  and  Ruabon  Mountain;  FLINT:  Fenn’s  Moss  provided  four  records  with  single  birds 
seen  or  heard  on  9th  Apr.  and  20th  May  and  5  birds  seen  on  27lh  July.  A  single  bird  was  heard  at 
Maeshafn  on  1 4th  Apr. 


SPOTTED  REDSHANK  Tringci  erythropus  PIBYDD  COESGOCH  MANNOG 

(B)  An  uncommon  but  regular  passage  migrant  to  coastal  counties  chiefly  in  autumn.  Small 
numbers  over-winter  on  the  Dee,  Buriy  and  Cleddau.  Rare  inland. 

Monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  10  at  least  once)  were: 

J  F  M  A  M  J  J  A  S  O  N  D 
CARMARTHEN  Penclacwydd  14  1  10 

FLINT  Deeest.  10  8  5  5  1  12  15  16  9  12 


Other  winter  records  were:  GWENT:  A  single  at  Goldcliff  lagoons  on  22nd  Dec.;  a  single  at 
Lawrenny,  PEMBROKE  on  6th  Jan.;  MONTGOMERY:  two  at  William  Condry  Reserve 


(Morfa  Dyfi  -  also  seen  in  CEREDIGION)  January  -  February;  CAERNARFON:  One  at  Foryd 
on  20th  Jan.  with  two  here  on  18th  Feb.,  one  at  Aber  Ogwen  from  1 st- 1 4th  Jan.,  with  two  here  on 
the  6th  and  one  at  Penrhyn  Bay  on  17th-23rd  Feb.  In  the  second  winter  period  there  was  one  at 
Aber  Ogwen  on  5lh  Dec.;  ANGLESEY:  Singles  were  at  Malltraeth  estuary  on  4th  Jan  and  6lh 
Feb.  and  at  the  Braint  estuary  on  the  2nd  Feb.. In  the  second  winter  period  there  was  one  at 
Malltraeth  on  16th  Dec.;  FLINT:  a  max  of  10  at  Connah’s  Quay  NR  /Oakenholt  Marsh  Reserve 
on  12th  Jan..  The  peak  count  here  in  the  second  winter  period  was  10  on  18th  Dec.  There  was 
also  a  single  bird  overwintering  at  Point  of  Ayr  in  both  winter  periods. 


Approximate  monthly  totals: 
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REDSHANK  T.  totanus  PIBYDD  COESGOCH 

(C)  A  scarce  and  declining  breeding  species,  confined  chiefly  to  salt-marshes  but  with  a  few 
pairs  inland.  Abundant  wintering  population. 

Occurs  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  and  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  300  at 


least  once)  were: 
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Other  large  counts  were:  E.  GLAMORGAN:  350  at  Cardiff  foreshore  on  31st  Jan.;  175  on  the 
Dyfi  est.,  CERE  /  MONT.  /  MEIRI  in  February;  FLINT:  2,590  on  the  Dee  Estuary,  White 
Sands  area  on  3ld  Sept.,  1,840  at  Mostyn  on  16th  Sept.,  1,700  at  Connah’s  Quay  on  16th  Sept, 
and  1,300  at  Oakenholt  Marsh  NR  on  10th  Sept. 

Records  of  breeding  or  possible  breeding  were:  GWENT:  a  juvenile  was  noted  at  Goldcliff 
lagoons  on  28th  May  and  three  successful  nests  were  recorded  at  Brynithel  with  three  and  four 
young  seen  in  two  of  the  nests;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  There  were  no  breeding  reports  but  5  in 
display  flight,  and  a  pair  mating  were  observed  at  Parc  Slip  NR  in  Apr  and  May  and  there  were 
a  max  of  16  there  on  24th  June;  CARMARTHEN:  3  pairs  fledged  4y  at  least  at  Penclacwydd; 
MONTGOMERY:  2  pairs  present  in  March  at  William  Condry  Res.  (Morfa  Dyfi); 
BRECONSHIRE:  A  bird  at  Llangasty  on  30th  March  was  joined  by  two  more  on  5th  April,  and 
two  there  on  6th  and  13th  .  Regular  sightings  of  one  bird  thereafter,  culminating  in  a  record  of  an 
alarmed  bird  on  26  May  might  have  indicated  the  presence  of  a  nest.  Although  breeding  was 
not  confirmed,  this  is  the  first  record  of  suspected  breeding  since  1995;  MEIRIONNYDD: 
There  were  3  pairs  in  the  Mochras  area,  including  a  pair  with  chicks,  on  31st  May; 
CAERNARFON:  One  pair  bred  at  Conwy  RSPB,  with  3  chicks  seen. 

GREENSHANK  T.  nebularia  PIBYDD  COESWERDD 

(C)  Locally  common  in  coastal  areas  on  passage,  chiefly  in  autumn.  Small  numbers  over-winter 
on  Anglesey,  Caernarfon,  Glamorgan  and  Pembroke.  It  is  uncommon  inland. 


The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  20  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  below: 
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Pembroke  MP:  1 

18 

12th  Sept. 

Other  large  counts 

were:  FLINT:  50  birds  recorded  at  Connah’s  Quay 

NR  on 

Inland  records  were:  BRECON:  Just  two  records,  both  from  Llangorse,  one  in  each  passage 
period,  involved  singles  on  1 3  April  and  1 7  August. 
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Approximate 

monthly  totals 

were 

* 

J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

S 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

l 

2 

4 

5 

15 

16 

5 

2 

1 

E.  GLAM 

l 

1 

2 

12 

4 

GOWER 

l 

2 

2 

1 

2 

4 

4 

4 

5 

1 

CARM 

28 

24 

2 

3 

1 1 

71 

56 

1 

7 

PEMB 

13 

23 

26 

1 

17 

21 

20 

25 

25 

13 

CERE 

1 

1 

1 

1 

9 

24 

3 

3 

MONT 

3 

2 

2 

8 

2 

2 

BRECON 

1 

1 

RADNOR 

1 

ME1R1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

2 

CAERN 

20 

13 

10 

5 

7 

9 

23 

15 

27 

17 

ANGLESEY 

2 

1 

5 

1 

7 

10 

19 

6 

8 

2 

DENBIGH 

1 

CAER/DEN 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

FLINT 

2 

4 

4 

3 

14 

25 

50 

20 

7 

5 

GREEN  SANDPIPER  T.  ochropus 


(C)  A  regular  passage  migrant 

and 

winter 

visitor 

Approximate  monthly  totals 

were: 

J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

GWENT  5 

1 

2 

5 

2 

7 

E.  GLAM.  13 

9 

10 

5 

5 

GOWER  1 

3 

5 

1 

5 

PEMBROKE  1  + 

3+ 

3+ 

3+ 

1 

3 

CERE  1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

2 

BRECON 

1 

2 

2 

4 

RADNOR 

MONT 

MEIRI 

CAERN 

1 

3 

ANGLESEY 

3 

DENBIGH 

1 

FLINT 

3 

2 

PIBYDD  GWYRDD 
in  small  numbers  to  all  counties. 


A  S  O 

8+  8+  3+ 

5  8  12 

2  2  3 

1  2  5 

4  6  2 


N 

1  + 
10 
3 
5 
1 
1 


1 

1 


D 

2 

13 

1 

1 

1 


CARMARTHEN:  10  wintering  birds  in  the  Tywi  &  Teifi  Valleys.  Largest  count  was  of  1 1  at 
Commissioner’s  Bridge,  Kidweli  on  2nd  Sept.  2  overwintered  Lower  Wye,  RADNOR. 


WOOD  SANDPIPER  T.  glareola  PIBYDD  Y  GRAEAN 

(B)  A  scarce  passage  migrant  recorded  in  eveiy  county,  principally  in  the  autumn  but  with  a 
scattering  of  spring  records. 

All  records  were:  GWENT:  Two  records,  both  of  single  birds  at  Goldcliff  lagoons,  one  was 
seen  on  12th  Aug.  and  the  other  on  23ld  -  24Ih  Aug.;  CARMARTHEN:  a  juv.  at  Coedbach  on 
1 5th  &  1 6th  Aug.  With  2  there  on  3rd  Sept.;  CAERNARFON:  there  was  one  at  Madryn  on  1 8th 
July;  CAERNARFON  /DENBIGH:  One  flew  over  Conwy  RSPB  on  17th  May. 

COMMON  SANDPIPER  Actitis  hypoleucos  PIBYDD  Y DORLAN 

(C)  A  summer  visitor  that  breeds  in  all  counties  except  Pembroke,  albeit  sporadically  on 
Anglesey  and  Flint.  Very  small  numbers  over-winter. 

Records  of  wintering  or  possibly  wintering  birds  were  GWENT:  A  single  on  the  Usk  at  Gobion 
in  Jan.  and  Feb.,  and  again  here  in  Dec.,  two  at  Caerleon  /  The  Moorings  on  the  Usk  in  Jan. 
with  one  in  Feb.  and  one  in  Dec.  one  at  Goldcliff  lagoons  in  Dec.;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  there 
were  overwintering  birds  at  Watermill  Flood  on  17,h  Jan,  one  at  Portobello  in  February  and  the 
Rhymney  Est  on  5th  &  1 1th  Mar.  Birds  lingered  on  into  winter  at  Rhymney  Est  with  singles  on 
27lh  Nov  and  12lh  Dec.;  GOWER:  at  Penclawdd,  River  Afan  and  in  Swansea  during  the  first 
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winter  period  and  at  Cadoxton  &  River  Afan  in  the  second;  CARMARTHEN:  9  wintering 
individuals;  PEMBROKE:  wintering  birds  at  Minwear  (4  on  14th  Feb.),  Aber  Rhigian, 
Fortune’s  Frolic,  Cresswell  River  and  Teifi  Est.,  then  in  the  second  winter  period  at  Blackpool 
Mill,  Teifi  Est.  (also  CEREDIGION),  Fortune’s  Frolic,  Minwear  and  castle  Pill; 
CEREDIGION:  on  the  Dyfi;  MONTGOMERY:  One  at  William  Condry  Reserve  (Morfa  Dyfi) 
on  19th  Feb.  and  one  at  Dolydd  Hafren  on  24th  Feb.,  with  one  on  26th-27th  Dec.; 
CAERNARFON  /DENBIGH:  One  at  the  usual  wintering  site  at  Tal-y-cafn  bridge  on  21st  Jan. 
and  23Ri  Feb.  and  one  at  Conwy  RSPB  on  25Ih  Feb..  ANGLESEY:  Two  over-wintered  at 
Church  Island  and  were  still  there  on  the  16th  March,  and  one  was  at  Porth  Delysg  (nr 
Llanfwrog)  on  the  25th  Jan.;  FLINT:  A  regular  bird  at  Connah’s  Quay  NR  and  up  to  4  birds  on 
the  coastal  fields  at  Point  of  Ayr  on  15th  Jan.  In  the  second  winter  period,  there  was  again  a  bird 
at  Connah’s  Quay  NR  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

Breeding  records  for  this  species  are  incomplete.  GWENT:  There  was  a  single  breeding  record 
of  a  pair  with  four  day-old  chicks  found  at  Gamlydan  Reservoir  on  1st  Jun  and  seen  again  on 
4th;  on  10th  Jun  an  adult  was  seen  calling  persistently  (distraction  display);  E.  GLAMORGAN: 
A  breeding  pair  were  reported  at  Llanilid  but  the  outcome  was  not  confirmed;  GOWER:  bred  at 
Maesgwyn  and  probably  on  the  River  Neath  at  Resolven;  CARMARTHEN:  family  party  at 
Dolgarreg  on  26th  June;  CEREDIGION:  2  pairs  at  Ynyshir  and  single  pairs  at  Llyn  Fyrddon 
Fawr  and  Llyn  Conah;  MONTGOMERY:  2-3  pairs  bred  at  Dolydd  Hafren  and  2  pairs  at  Lake 
Vymwy  RSPB;  BRECON:  18  birds  were  laying  claim  to  shingle  banks  along  the  River  Usk 
between  Llansantffraed  and  Pencelli  on  24th  April,  where  eventually  nine  territories  were 
identified  for  the  last  year  of  the  BTO  Waterways  Bird  Survey.  Fourteen  other  territories  were 
found  at  widespread  locations;  20  pairs  Elan  Valley,  RADNOR;  MEIRIONNYDD:  One  at  the 
southern  end  of  Llyn  Trawsfynydd  on  21st  May  was  probably  breeding,  a  breeding  pair  at  Dol 
Idris  on  the  Dysynni  Est  on  22nd  May  and  one  flying  agitatedly  around  lakeside  buildings  at 
Llyn  Cwmorthin  on  1st  July;  CAERNARFON:  A  pair  near  Coedty  reservoir  on  14th  May. 
Other  birds  in  possible  breeding  locations  were  one  at  Llyn  Ogwen  on  30th  April,  two  in  Nant 
Ffrancon  on  1st  May,  one  at  Llyn  Bodgynydd  on  21st  June  and  one  on  Afon  Conwy  at 
Llanrwst  bridge  on  13th  April;  DENBIGH:  Although  birds  were  seen  at  Llanrwst  and  at  Llyn 
Aled  Isaf  on  Mynydd  Hiraethog,  potential  breeding  areas,  no  breeding  was  confirmed  this  year; 
FLINT:  A  juvenile  was  seen  on  the  bunded  pools  at  Connah’s  Quay  NR  on  11th  July, 
indicating  successful  breeding  nearby. 

Passage  was  recorded  from  20lh  March  and  until  11th  Oct.  GWENT:  a  max  count  of  15  at 
Peterstone  Wentloog  in  July  and  12  here  in  August;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  max  of  1 1  at  Kenfig 
Pool  and  Ogmore  Est  in  July;  PEMBROKE:  22  on  the  Western  Cleddau  by  Little  Milford  and 
20  on  the  Teifi  (PEMB/CERE)  in  August;  14  at  Aberystwyth,  CEREDIGION  on  14th  Oct.; 
MEIRIONNYDD:  Six  birds  through  the  autumn  on  the  Broadwater  up  to  12th  Sept.; 
CAERNARFON:  21  at  Foryd  Bay  on  14th  July  and  13  on  Bardsey  on  8th  Aug; 
CAERNARFON/DENBIGH  7  at  Conwy  RSPB  on  12th  July;  ANGLESEY:  8  at  the  Alaw 
estuary  on  the  7th  July  and  13  there  on  the  18th  July;  FLINT:  23  birds  at  Rhyl  on  the  high  tide  of 
20th  April. 

SPOTTED  SANDPIPER  Actitis  macularius  PIBYDD  BRYCH 

(A)  A  very ?  rare  visitor 

A  f1  W  bird  was  discovered  at  Lisvane  Res.,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  20th  Oct,  and  was  well 
watched  and  photographed  until  the  years  end,  and  stayed  well  into  2008.  Tenth  Welsh  record. 
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TURNSTONE  Arenaria  interpres  CWTIAD  Y  TRAETH 

(C)  An  abundant  wader  on  the  coast,  a  passage  migrant  in  spring  and  autumn  but  most 
numerous  and  widespread  in  winter.  A  few  non-breeding  birds  are  present  throughout  the 
summer.  It  is  rare  inland. 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  50  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  below  as 
available. 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

S 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

Peter/Wentl. 

55 

4 

40 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

7 

10 

E.  GLAM. 

Cardiff  Heliport 

23 

- 

70 

30 

- 

- 

- 

30 

1 

7 

- 

- 

Sker 

30 

15 

4 

20 

- 

- 

- 

6 

32 

20 

86 

- 

GOWER 

Burry  S 

195 

5 

80 

2 

125 

151 

Port  Eynon 

55 

55 

28 

4 

8 

Mumbles 

20 

83 

12 

6 

12 

112 

83 

80 

60 

Blackpill 

95 

55 

39 

2 

1 

25 

76 

146 

32 

Swansea  Docks 

181 

86 

83 

93 

21 

120 

15 

93 

65 

CARM 

Cefn  Padrig 

146 

65 

40 

55 

PEMB 

Cleddau  Est. 

46 

7 

32 

129 

93 

55 

CERE 

Aberaeron 

49 

71 

70 

4 

67 

84 

52 

74 

CAERN. 

Bardsey 

83 

85 

32 

28 

13 

7 

38 

Foryd  Bay 

110 

140 

117 

9 

48 

83 

132 

135 

110 

Traeth  Lafan 

113 

108 

15 

28 

118 

270 

65 

Other  counts  of  50  or  more  were:  61  at  Coedbach  /  Gwendraeth,  CARMARTHEN  on  21s  Feb.; 
ANGLESEY:  60  were  recorded  in  March  in  Trearddur  Bay  and  in  the  second  winter  period.  62 
were  west  of  Wylfa  on  the  29th  September;  DENBIGH:  80+  at  Llanddulas  on  17th  Apr.;  FLINT: 
100  at  Splash  point,  Rhyl,  on  1 1th  Oct.  and  51  on  River  Clwyd,  Rhyl  on  18th  Nov. 

One  at  Dolydd  Hafren,  MONTGOMERY  on  10th  May  was  a  rare  inland  record. 

GREY  PHALAROPE  Phalaropus  fulicarius  LLYDANDROED  LLWYD 

(B)  An  uncommon  and  irregular  passage  migrant,  predominantly  to  coastal  areas  and  in  the 
period  September  -  October. 

All  records  were  of  singles:  E.  GLAMORGAN:  on  the  Ogmore  Est  at  the  waterworks  bridge  on 
11th  Nov  and  presumably  the  same  bird  seen  flying  up-river  at  Ogmore  Est  on  the  15th; 
PEMBROKE:  on  the  Nevem  Est.  30lh  Oct.  and  off  Strumble  Head  8th  &  25th  Sept.,  29th  Oct. 
and  10th  Nov.;  CEREDIGION:  off  Aberystwyth  on  1st  &  2nd  Jan.  and  off  New  Quay  on  9th 
Nov.;  CAERNARFON:  past  the  Little  Orme  on  25th  Sept.;  ANGLESEY:  at  Cemlyn  on  15th- 
17th  Dec. 

POMARINE  SKUA  Stercorarius  pomarinus  SGI  WEE  FRECH 

(B)  A  fairly  common  and  increasing  passage  migrant  to  coastal  areas,  particularly  in  autumn. 
There  was  one  winter  record,  one  close  inshore  off  Penrhyn  Bay,  CAERNARFON  during  a 
NW  gale  on  Jan.  8th.  One  pale  phase  bird  passed  the  Little  Orme,  CAERNARFON  on  18th  Mar. 
The  first  county  record  for  BRECON,  of  one  at  Mynydd  Llangatwg  on  5th  Nov.  (having  been 
seen  earlier  at  Gamlydan  Res.,  GWENT. 
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A  summary  of  monthly  totals  from  the  main  sites  is  tabulated  below: 

May  June  July  Aug.  Sept. 


GWENT 

Goldcliff  1 

E.  GLAM.  2 

GOWER  I 

Port  Eynon  4 

PEMBROKE 

Strumble  Head 
BRECON 

CAENARFON  1 

Criccieth  5 


1 

9 


Little  Orme 

Bardsey  2 

ANGLESEY 

Carmel  Head 
Point  Lynas 

Range/Holyhead  4 

FLINT 


2 

4 


2 


Point  otAir 


Oct. 


Nov.  Dec. 

1 

1 


5 


ARCTIC  SKUA  Stercorarius  parasiticus  SGIWEN  Y  GOGLEDD 

(B)  Passage  bird  off  coastal  counties;  scarce  in  spring ,  more  numerous  in  autumn,  numbers 
recorded  probably  closely  correlated  with  the  intensity  of  effort  in  sea-watching. 

A  summary  of  monthly  autumn  totals  from  the  main  sites  is  tabulated  below: 

Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  0ct.  Nov. 


GWENT 

5 

1 

E.  GLAM. 

1 

1 

Cardiff  fore.  1 

3 

Kenfig 

5 

Porthcawl 

4 

Nash  Pt. 

5 

2 

1 

GOWER  P.  Eynon 

11 

5 

4 

Elsewhere 

3 

1 

CARM.  Cefn  Sidan 

5 

7 

Elsewhere 

2 

1 

PEMB.  Strumble  Hd 

1 

1  2 

39 

135 

Elsewhere 

4 

1  3 

4 

CEREDIGION 

2 

1 

1 

Dyfi/Borth 

3 

4 

1 

New  Quay 

2 

6 

7 

MEIRIONNYDD  1 

8+ 

3  summered 

3 

CAERN.  Bardsey 

4 

1 

5 

81  + 

Little  Orme 

1 

22 

54 

Elsewhere 

5 

1 

1 

8 

ANGLE.  Elsewhere 

4 

1 

5 

14 

Holyhead  /  Range 

2 

1 

4 

23 

Cemlyn  /  Carmel  Head 

1 

2 

4 

16 

DENBIGH  Towyn 

2 

4 

Kinmel  Bay 

1 

3 

FLINT  Point  of 

4 

5 

Highest  daily  counts  were  of  41  past  Strumble  Head  on  17th  Sept,  and  37  off  Bardsey  on  8th 
Sept.,  with  25  on  the  9th. 
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2006  additional  record:  GWENT:  2  off  Goldcliff  on  3rd  Sept. 


LONG-TAILED  SKUA  Stercorarius  longicaudus  SGIWEN LOSTFAIN 

(A)  An  uncommon  visitor  recorded  chiefly  along  the  western  seaboard  during  westerly  gales, 
spring  records  are  very  infrequent. 

All  records  were:  in  PEMBROKE:  a  summer  plumage  adult  on  Skomer  on  the  10lh  May.  In 
autumn  individuals  recorded  passing  Strumble  Head:  an  adult  on  the  3rd  Sept.,  single  juvs.  on 
the  14th  &  16th,  an  adult  and  four  juvs.  on  the  17lh.  Single  juvs.  on  the  29th  Oct.  &  10lh  Nov.;  a 
juvenile  off  New  Quay  Head,  CEREDIGION  on  25th  Sept.;  off  CAERNARFON:  juvs.  off 
Little  Orme  on  20th  Aug.  &  25th  Sept,  and  off  Bardsey  on  19th  Sept.;  off  Cemlyn,  ANGLESEY 
on  1 0th  &  25th  Sept. 


GREAT  SKUA  Catharacta  skua 


SGIWEN  FA  WR 


(B)  Regularly  recorded  on  autumn  passage  along  the  west  coast  where  small  numbers  are 
also  seen  in  winter  and  spring.  Numbers  vary  annually,  the  highest  counts  dependent  on  the 
strength  and  frequency  of  onshore  gales. 

A  summary  of  monthly  autumn  totals  from  the  main  sites  is  tabulated  below: 

Jan.  Feb  Mar  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec 


GWENT 
EAST  GLAM. 

GOWER  Port  Eynon 
PEMBR.  Strumble  Head 
Elsewhere 


3 

4  1  3 

3 

1  18  70 

12  4  3 


1 


CEREDIGION  New  Quay  1 
Aberystwyth  i 
Elsewhere 
MEIRI.  Tonfanau 

CAERN.  Little  Orme 


9 


1  1 


3 


1 

3 


1 

13 


Great  Orme 
Bardsey 

ANGLE.  Point  Lynas 
Range/Holyhead 


? 


5 

1 


1  1 

5+  6+ 

1 

9 


FLINT  Point  of  Air  1 

Max.  daily  count  off  Strumble  Head  was  21  on  26th  Sept. 

On  ANGLESEY,  at  West  of  Wylfa  there  were  a  total  of  14  individuals  seen  on  eight  dates 
recorded  heading  west  offshore  between  the  16th  Aug.  and  the  25th  Sept,  with  a  maximum  of  4 
on  the  1 0th  Sept. 


MEDITERRANEAN  GULL  Larus  melanocephalus  GUTLAN  MOR  Y  CANOLD1R 

(B)  An  increasingly  common  visitor,  chiefly  to  coastal  counties  at  all  times  of  the  year.  Rare 


inland. 

The  table  shows  the  max 
multiple  counts): 


J.  F 

GWENT  1 

E.  GLAM. 

Kenfig  Pool  1  1 

Porthcawl  3  3 

GOWER 

Blackpill  31  33 

Bracelet  B.  24  16 


day  counts  per  month  from  the  main  recording  sites  (those  with 


M  A  M  J 

1+  1 


J 

4 


A 

3 


5 

1 


O  N  D 

2  1  1 


1 

9 


? 

9 


J 

3 


2  4 

6  5 


25  7 

5 


12  76 

15 


52  33  132  43  10 

23  25  16  26  30 


J. 

PEMB 

Fishguard  H  12 

Nevern  Est  1 

Strumble  H  1 

The  Gann  28 

Angle  Bay  1 

CERE  20 

BRECON 
MONT. 

ME1RI 

CAERN 


F 


6 


M  A 


14  1 

5  4 


M  J 

1 


1 


J  A 


S 


O  N  D 


2  3 

2  4 

1  2 

4  3 

40  41 


1  11 

3  2 

2 

2 

7  3 

37  30 


7  5 

1 

1  1 

25  18 

1 

8  5 


2 


1  1 
I 


Conwy 
Glan-y-Mor  E 
Morfa  Aber 
Llyn 
Bardsey 
ANGLE 
DENBIGH 
FLINT 


4 

1 


17 


The  largest  counts  were  from  GOWER:  at  Blackpill,  76  on  29th  July,  47  in  Sept  and 
127  onl4th  Oct.,  30  at  Wemffrwd  on  2nd  Aug.;  CARMARTHEN:  18  different  birds  at 
Penclacwydd,  4  of  which  were  colour-ringed  in  Belgium.  Th3  largest  count  was  of  29 
on  Llanelli  beach  on  27th  Sept.;  28  at  the  Gann,  PEMBROKE  on  25th  Jan.;  20  at 
Llanrhystud,  CEREDIGION  on  15th  Aug.,  and  23  there  on  14th  Sept.,  24  at  Aberaeron 
on  the  same  day  probably  involved  many  of  the  same  birds. 

Colour  ringed  individuals  included:  in  PEMBROKE:  RED-(Hungary/Poland)  L71  Nevern  Est. 
18th  &  21st  Feb.  PHY  1  Fishguard  Harbour  28th  Dec.  WHITE-(Belgium)  3T43  Fishguard 
Harbour  21st  Jan  &  Nevern  Est.  13th  Feb.  30H4  Nevern  Est.  23rd  July  &  3E71  Fishguard 
Harbour  4th  Dec.  Also  Czech  ringed  PRAHA  El 5799  left  Fishguard  Harbour  22nd  Jan  & 
returned  12  Aug  for  the  7  year  in  a  row. 


LITTLE  GULL  Larus  minutus  GWYLAN FECHAN 

(B)  A  fairly  common,  sometimes  common  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor  to  the  coast, 
scarce  inland. 


Summary  of  records  by  month  for  each  county: 

J 

F 

M  A 

M 

J 

J  A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

1 

1 

1 

E.  GLAM. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Cardiff  Bay 

1 

5+  4 

Porthcawl 

1 

1 

Kenfig/Sker 

1 

1 

1 

GOWER 

5 

1 

1 

1 

3 

CARMARTHEN 

7 

2 

1 

1 

PEMB. 

2 

2 

Strumble  Hd. 

2 

2 

10 

11 

5 

1 

CERE. 

1 

1 

1 

'j 

D 
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l 

CAERN. 

4 
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6 
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1 

J 
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1 
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5 

1 
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Influx,  flowing  strong  winds  onto  the  CEREDIGION  coast  in  January,  max.  count  was  of  26  at 
Llanrhystud  on  the  2nd.  One  even  ventured  as  far  inland  as  Cors  Caron  on  the  same  date. 

SABINE’S  GULL  Larus  sabitii  GWYLAN SABINE 

(A)  An  uncommon  visitor  to  the  coast  in  autumn,  numbers  vary  according  to  the  frequency  of 
westerly  gales. 

All  records  were:  a  juv.  at  Kenfig,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  20th  Sept.;  off  PEMBROKE:  pelagic 
trips  to  the  Celtic  Deep  were  rewarded  with  adults  on  the  26th  &  3  El  Aug.  All  other  records 
were  from  Strumble  Head  in  September  where:  single  juvs.  on  the  3rd,  4th,  7th,  13lh,  16th,  21'1  & 
23rd.  Nine  were  counted  on  the  1 1th,  two  on  the  24th  and  three  on  the  25th.  The  only  adult 
recorded  was  on  the  21st;  in  CEREDIGION:  two  juvs.  off  New  Quay  Head  on  25th  Sept,  and 
another  off  Tanybwlch,  Aberystwyth  on  14th  Oct.;  off  CAERNARFON:  an  adult  off  the  Little 
Orme  on  19lh-22nd  Aug.  &  10th  Sept,  with  two  juvs.  there  on  17th  Sept.  A  juv.  was  seen  briefly 
on  Bardsey  in  strong  winds  on  17  Sept.;  off  ANGLESEY:  an  adult  past  Point  Lynas  on  19th 
Aug.  and  juvs.  off  Holyhead  Breakwater  CP.  on  17th  &  20th  Sept. 


BLACK-HEADED  GULL  Larus  ridibundus  GWYLAN  BENDDL 

(C)  A  locally  common  breeding  resident,  scarce  only  in  south  and  south-east  Wales  during  the 


summer  months.  A  common  and 
Amber  listed. 


Monthly  max  at  favoured  sites: 
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Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  2,289  at  Llanrhidian,  GOWER  on  14  July,  2,780  at 
Penclawdd  on  5th  Aug.,  1,350  there  on  15th  Sept.,  1272  at  Upper  Loughor  on  4th  Jan.,  2,191  on 


13th  Dec.;  1,500  at  Llanrhystud,  CEREDIGION  on  29tn  Jan.  and  2,000  on  3ra  Mar.;  1,800  at 


th 


>rd 


Ridleywood,  DENBIGH  on  3rd  Jan.,  3,500  at  Rhuddlan,  FLINT  on  19tn  Jan.,  1,000  near  Mold 


th 


on  16th  Nov. 


Breeding  information:  44  pairs  raised  56y  at  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN:  in 
CEREDIGION:  there  were  five  active  nests  at  Llyn  Fyrddon  Fach  on  1 1th  June  and  c50  pairs 
bred  at  Gors  Goch.  Other  breeding  season  records  from  suitable  locations  came  from  Cors 
Caron  with  four  on  24lh  May  and  14  at  Llyn  Conach  on  29,h  May.  None  bred  at  Llyn  Du  due  to 
low  water  levels;  in  BRECON:  the  Brechfa  Pool  breedng  colony  built  up  from  early  April 
where  80-90  pairs  attempted  to  breed.  On  19lh  July,  20  flying  juvs  were  still  at  this  colony  with 
a  similar  number  of  young  having  already  dispersed.  At  the  other  breeding  site,  Llyn  Login. 
Epynt,  70  breeding  pairs  were  present  with  at  least  14  chicks  on  9th  June,  with  only  one  juvenile 
remaining  there  on  19th  July.  Two  birds  at  Llyn  Traeth  Bach  on  7lh  May  gave  alarm  calls  but 
there  was  no  evidence  birds  bred  at  this  former  breeding  site.  A  nestling  ringed  with  black  on 
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white  Darvic  ring  (2E06)  at  Cerney  Wick,  Gloucs  on  1st  June  2006  was  sighted  at  Llangorse  on 
25th  Sept.;  on  ANGLESEY:  253  pairs  attempted  to  breed  at  Cemlyn  until  the  colony 
abandoned  due  to  large  Gull  and  Grey  Heron  predation. 

RING-BILLED  GULL  Lams  delawarensis  GWYLAN FODRWYBIG 

(B)  An  uncommon  but  regular  visitor  to  coastal  areas,  chiefly  in  the  period  from  mid- 
February  to  the  end  of  May. 

All  records  were  as  follows:  GOWER:  adult  Swansea  Dock  17th  Jan.,  Ist  W  at  Blackpill  on  26'1' 
Feb.,  2nd  W  &  1st  W  there  on  18th  Mar.,  two  adults  &  1st  W  on  31st  Mar.  and  two  adults,  2nd  W 

&  lsl  W  on  3rd  Apr.;  adults  at  Llys  y  fran  Res.  on  17th  Feb.  -  18th  Mar.  and  at  Fishguard 

Harbour  1 st  -  2nd  Dec.;  an  adult  at  Gresford  Flash,  DENBIGH  on  29th  Nov. 

COMMON  GULL  Larus  canus  G  WYLAN  Y  G  WEUNYDD 

(C)  A  numerous  and  widespread  winter  visitor  with  small  numbers  recorded  on  passage. 
Systematic  counts  from  2  siteson  GOWER  give  some  indication  of  the  pattern  of  occurrence  of 
this  common  Welsh  species: 

JFMAMJJ  A  S  O  N  D 

Blackpill  1170  1920  880  125  37  5  50  80  90  360  800  1340 

Burry  (S)  60  570  141  35  2  4  1210  3220  1200  720  150  35 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  GWENT:  250  at  Llandevaud  in  November;  in  GOWER:  310 
at  Penclawdd  on  1st  Feb.,  550  at  Whiteford  on  5th  Feb.,  1,100  at  Hardingsdown  on  1  llh  Feb. ,530 
at  Wemffrwd  on  30th  July,  2,336  at  Llanrhidian  on  24th  Aug.,  1,080  there  on  lsl  Sept.,  700  at 
Weobley  on  12th  Oct.,  300  at  Port  Talbot  Docks  on  30th  Dec.;  1160  at  Cefn  Sidan, 
CARMARTHEN  in  September,  412  in  October  and  950  on  the  Gwendraeth  in  January;  200  on 
Tonfanau  Beach,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  3rd  Aug.;  CAERNARFON:  680  at  Conwy  RSPB  on  7th 
Feb.  and  500+  at  Morfa  Aber  on  2nd  Aug;  3,500  at  Pulford,  DENBIGH  on  18th  Feb.;  5,000  at 
Rhuddlan,  FLINT  on  1 9th  Jan. 


LESSER  BLACK-BACKED  GULL  Larus  fuscus  GWYLAN  GEFNDDU LEIAF 

(C)  Breeding  summer  visitor,  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 
Monthly  max  at  favoured  sites  (200+  at  least  once,  unless  inland): 
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~> 
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Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  in  PEMBROKE:  630  at  Frainslake  on  2nd  Sept,  4,000  at 
Abermawr  on  the  9th  Oct.;  1,000  at  Gresford  Flash,  DENBIGH  on  25th  Sept.,  2nd  Oct.  and  5th 
Nov. 


Reported  breeding  was  as  follows:  GWENT:  at  least  399  apparently  occupied  nests  were 
recorded,  predominantly  in  urban  situations,  mostly  on  the  rooftops  of  industrial  premises  and 
usually  in  mixed  colonies  with  Herring  Gull:  Newport  Docks  held  157,  the  former  Whitehead 
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steelworks  in  Newport  held  84,  Dunlop  Semtex  Pond  held  37  and  the  Tafamaubach  Industrial 
Estate  in  Tredegar  1 8.  Smaller  colonies  were  found  in  other  parts  of  the  heads  of  the  valleys,  on 
the  eastern  bank  of  the  River  Usk  and  at  Chepstow.  In  E.  GLAMORGAN:  3,732  nests  on  Flat 
Holm,  4  pairs  in  Canton,  5  at  University  Hospital,  plus  single  pairs  at  three  other  sites; 
GOWER:  34  nests  on  roofs;  in  PEMBROKE:  48  pairs  bred  along  the  Castlemartin  coast.  On 
Skokholm  the  annual  count  was  2,890  apparently  occupied  nests  (AON’s)  with  a  poor 
productivity  of  0.14  per  pair.  An  estimated  1 1,772  AON’s  on  Skomer  produced  0.30  per  pair, 
marginally  up  on  2006.  The  first  egg  was  noted  on  29  Apr.  Numbers  had  notably  thinned  out 
by  27th  Aug  and  by  the  4th  Sept  only  50  remained.  27  AON’s  were  confirmed  on  Grassholm 
and  281  AON’s  on  Ramsey.  A  bird  ringed  as  a  chick  in  1986  on  Skomer  was  seen  in 
Mauritania  during  the  2007-08  winter.  There  were  350  apparently  occupied  territories  on 
Cardigan  Island,  CEREDIGION  on  10lh  May.  In  CAERNARFON:  8  at  the  breeding  colony  at 
Llyn  Elsi.  There  was  a  very  large  decrease  in  apparently-incubating  adults  on  Bardsey,  with 
only  113  birds  sitting  on  nests  in  May  and  June  compared  with  615  last  year,  a  fall  of  81.6%. 
During  July  just  90  fledged  young  was  counted  in  the  colonies.  No  nesting  attempts  took  place 
this  year  on  Ynysoedd  Gwylan. 

A  single  ‘ intermedins ’  was  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  on  20th  -  25th  Mar.  &  8th  May,  bearing  a 
yellow  wing  tag  ‘JJ’  which  was  fitted  in  Madrid.  A  red  colour-  ringed  34C  bird  was  at  the 
Nevem  Est.  on  19  Apr.  being  ringed  in  June  1997  at  Llyn  Trawsfynydd. 

HERRING  GULL  Larus  argentatus  GWYLAN  Y PENWA1G 

(C)  Formerly  an  abundant  resident  in  coastal  areas ,  now  much  reduced  on  the  islands  and  a 
scarce  breeding  bird  on  the  mainland  coast.  Frequent  in  many  inland  areas,  breeding  on 
several  freshwater  sites.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

Monthly  max  at  favoured  sites: 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

S 

0 

N 

D 

E.  GLAM. 

Rhaslas  P. 

566 

300+ 

241 

340 

Rhymney 

2000 

1000 

1200 

800 

Rumney  G 
GOWER 

80 

400 

1800 

550 

80 

Blackpill 

1174 

1602 

712 

297 

464 

172 

275 

476 

540 

692 

448 

429 

Whiteford 

2252 

81 

399 

40 

561 

141 

1560 

1820 

2020 

337 

2200 

420 

Burry  (S) 

3395 

340 

785 

325 

860 

1615 

1860 

3505 

5005 

3480 

2200 

725 

CARM. 

Pndine 

22 

139 

27 

460 

235 

Taf 

65 

116 

63 

926 

558 

79 

86 

PEMB. 

Cleddau 

162 

480 

316 

502 

399 

562 

182 

BRECON 

Ponsticill 

420 

1109 

800 

228 

950 

806 

410 

Large  counts  elsewhere  (300+)  included:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  600  on  Flat  Holm  on  1 1th  Aug.; 
in  GOWER:  2,360  at  Weobley  4th  Jan.,  1,250  at  Llanrhidian  on  2nd  July,  1,000  at  Scurlageon  on 
20th  Sept.,  2,210  at  Weobley  on  27th  Sept.,  1,790  at  Wernffrwd  on  12th  Oct.;  900  on  the  Nevem 
Est.,  PEMBROKE  on  23rd  Sept.;  950  at  Aberystwyth,  CEREDIGION  on  5,h  Aug.;  5,000  at 
Towyn,  DENBIGH  on  29th  Mar.;  2,500  at  Point  of  Air,  FLINT  on  21st  Jan. 

Breeding  counts  received  were:  GWENT:  a  total  of  192  apparently  occupied  nests  were 
recorded,  predominantly  in  urban  situations,  mostly  on  the  rooftops  of  industrial  premises  and 
usually  in  mixed  colonies  with  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull:  Newport  Docks  held  62,  the  former 
Whitehead  steelworks  in  Newport  held  22,  Dunlop  Semtex  Pond  held  28  and  the  Tafamaubach 
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Industrial  Estate  in  Tredegar  14;  nests  at  each  of  13  other  sites  numbered  fewer  than  ten.  No 
nests  were  found  on  a  visit  to  Denny  Island  in  mid-June;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  353  pairs  on 
Flat  Holm  and  pairs  at  Portobello  Road  and  Nash  Point;  GOWER:  bred  at  Blue  Pool  (3  nests), 
Worm’s  Head  (6  nests),  Thurba  Head  (11  nests).  Devil’s  Truck  (7  nests),  plus  another  7 
locations  and  at  Briton  Ferry  Docks  92  nests).  Port  Talbot  roofs  (39);  PEMBROKE:  340  pairs 
bred  along  the  Castlemartin  coast.  On  Skokholm  the  annual  count  was  320  apparently 
occupied  nests  (AON’s)  and  productivity  from  a  sample  plot  of  134  nests  was  0.60  per  pair. 
430  AON’s  on  Skomer  produced  0.83  per  pair.  The  first  eggs  were  noted  on  25th  Apr.  1 10 
AON’s  on  Middleholm.  27  AON’s  on  Grassholm  and  345  AON’s  on  Ramsey. 

There  were  573  apparently  occupied  territories  on  the  part  of  the  island  visible  from  the 
mainland  at  Cardigan  Island,  CEREDIGION.  2  pairs  nested  on  rooftops  in  the  Newtown  area, 
MONTGOMERY;  a  pair  bred  on  a  warehouse  at  Tywyn,  MEIRIONNYDD;  CAERNARFON: 
c50  at  the  breeding  colony  at  Llyn  Elsi  on  28th  June,  350+  on  the  Little  Orme  on  15th  Oct.  were 
mainly  juveniles.  On  Bardsey,  the  number  of  adults  returning  to  the  colonies  this  year  was 
extraordinarily  poor,  with  172  apparently-incubating  adults  or  nests  located,  compared  with  557 
in  2006,  a  decrease  of  69.1%  in  one  year.  In  late  June  and  early  July  just  177  young  were  seen, 
giving  a  productivity  of  1.03  chicks  per  pair.  Only  34  nests  were  found  on  Ynys  Gwylan  Fawr, 
a  decrease  of  89.2%  compared  to  last  year’s  315  nests,  with  only  22  fledged  young  seen  here  in 
July,  giving  a  productivity  figure  of  0.64.  On  Ynys  Gwylan  Bach  17  nests  were  found, 
compared  with  the  1 74  nests  last  year,  a  decrease  of  90.2%.  Only  7  young  were  counted  here, 
giving  a  productivity  figure  of  0.42;  Bred  at  Towyn,  DENBIGH,  with  10-12  nests;  at  Rhuddlan, 
FLINT. 

YELLOW-LEGGED  GULL  Lams  michahellis  GWYLAN  GOESFELEN 


(A)  An  uncommon  and  irregular  winter  visitor  to  coastal  areas,  formerly  rare. 

Approx,  summary 
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different  ages, 
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ICELAND  GULL  Lams  glaucoides  GWYLAN  YR  ARCTIG 

(A)  An  uncommon  and  irregular  winter  visitor  to  coastal  areas,  formerly  rare. 

Approx,  summary  of  the  different  ages,  in  each  county  (NB.  a  lot  of  crossing  over  of 


individuals): 
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A  1st  W  at  Machine  Pond,  Brynmawr,  GWENT  on  11th  Feb.  thought  to  have  moved  to 
Pontsticll  Res.,  BRECON  seen  there  on  12th  Feb.  was  the  first  Breconshire  record.  What  was 
believed  to  be  the  same  bird  was  seen  arriving  to  roost  on  most  evenings  until  18th  Feb.  when 
three  1  st-winter  birds  were  present.  At  least  one  bird  was  then  seen  almost  nightly  until  the  last 
record  on  26th  Mar. 

GLAUCOUS  GULL  Lcirus  hyperboreus  GWYLAN  Y  GOGLEDD 

(A)  An  uncommon  but  regular  visitor  to  coastal  areas  of  Wales,  chiefly  in  winter  but 
occasionally  in  summer. 

All  records  were:  in  PEMBROKE:  in  February  two  1st  W  at  Llys  y  fran  on  the  2nd,  a  2nd  W  at 
Newgale  Marsh  on  the  17th,  a  3ld  W  at  Simpson  Cross  on  the  21s'  -  25th.  The  only  other  records 
were  of  a  1st  W  at  the  Gann  on  1st  Apr.  and  a  1st  W  off  Strumble  Head  on  27lh  Dec.  There  was 
an  adult  at  Ynyslas,  CEREDIGION  on  12th  Oct.;  1st  w  at  Gresford  Flash,  DENBIGH  on  12th 
Nov. 

GREAT  BLACK-BACKED  GULL  Larus  marinas  GWYLAN  GEFNDDU FWYAF 

(C)  Common  and  widespread  in  coastal  areas  in  winter,  widely  distributed  breeding  bird 


along  rock y  coastlines  in  single  pairs  or  small  colonies.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 
Monthly  max  at  favoured  sites: 
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Largest  post  breeding  counts  were  in  PEMBROKE:  200  at  Skomer  on  21s1  Sept,  50  at  the  Gann 
on  18th  Nov.  and  72  on  the  Teifi  Est.  on  the  22nd  Dec.;  100  at  Oakenholt,  FLINT  on  7th  Jan. 


Breeding  counts  received  were:  GWENT:  70+  adults  and  20  juvs.  at  Denny  Island  on  15th  June; 
in  PEMBROKE:  4  pairs  bred  along  the  Castlemartin  coast.  On  Skokholm  51  apparently 
occupied  nests  (AON’s)  produced  1.02  per  pair.  98  AON’s  on  Skomer  was  14%  down  on 
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2006,  possibly  due  to  a  95%  crash  in  the  rabbit  population  due  to  Myxamotosis,  as  young 
rabbits  are  a  favourite  food  source  in  Spring.  In  the  absence  of  rabbits  they  turned  to  seabirds 
to  a  much  greater  extent  with  regular  observations  of  adult  Guillemots  being  taken. 
Productivity  was  1.04  per  pair.  The  first  eggs  were  noted  on  26lh  Apr.  The  population  on 
Middleholm,  where  there  are  no  rabbits,  was  identical  to  2006  at  27  pairs.  1 1  AON’s  on 
Grassholm  with  40  AON’s  on  Ramsey. 

There  were  eight  apparently  occupied  territories  on  the  part  of  Cardigan  Island,  CEREDIGION; 
a  pair  bred  on  the  Broadwater  Saltings,  MEIRIONNYDD  but  lost  two  nests  to  the  high  tides  in 
May  and  July;  CAERNARFON:  four  pairs  nested  on  Bardsey,  all  fledging  three  young.  The 
productivity  of  3.00  chicks  per  pair  is  the  best  recorded  for  the  island.  On  Ynys  Gwylan  Fawr 
37  nests  were  found  and  52  young  were  counted,  giving  a  productivity  figure  of  1.41  chicks  per 
pair.  None  nested  on  Ynys  Gwylan  Bach  this  year.  ANGLESEY:  on  the  Inland  sea  a  pair 
fledged  3  young  and  pairs  bred  in  July  on  Llyn  Maelog  and  Ynys  Moelfre.  At  least  22  pairs 
bred  on  the  Skerries. 

KITTI WAKE  Rissa  tridactyla  G  WYLAN  GOESDDU 

(C)  A  breeding  species  in  coastal  areas  from  Glamorgan  to  Caernarfon,  except  Meirionnydd. 
Large  numbers  occur  offshore  on  passage.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

Breeding  colony  counts  received  were:  GOWER:  104  nests  on  Mumbles  Pier,  35+  chicks;  in 
PEMBROKE:  28  apparently  occupied  nests  (AON’s)  along  the  Castlemartin  coast  is  another 
significant  decline  &  no  young  were  fledged.  On  Skomer  an  average  of  1,942  AON’s  is  a  6% 
decrease  on  2006.  The  mean  productivity  of  0.39  is  a  slight  improvement  on  2006  but  still  the 
3rd  lowest  on  record.  16%  of  losses  were  caused  by  big  swells  washing  nests  &  chicks  off 
lower  ledges  at  The  Wick  in  July,  with  predation  of  chicks  by  Great  Black-backed  Gulls  also  a 
major  factor.  19  AON’s  were  on  Grassholm  with  186  Aon's  on  Ramsey  with  zero  productivity 
from  a  study  plot,  although  a  handful  did  fledge  from  outside  the  study  plot.  This  is  the  2nd 
lowest  number  of  AON’s  on  record.  Heavy  predation  by  Great  Black-backed  Gulls  &  Herring 
Gulls  was  noted. 

On  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  there  were  346  AON  compared  to  last  year’s  358.  The  total 
number  of  chicks  fledged  was  238  (six  fewer  than  last  year),  giving  a  productivity  figure  of 
0.69. 

Large  or  notable  counts  of  at  least  200  were:  in  PEMBROKE:  200  off  Whitesands  on  2nd  Jan, 
between  5,000  -  10,000  estimated  off  Skomer  on  5th  Oct.  and  200  in  Ramsey  Sound  on  28th 
Dec.;  off  MEIRIONNYDD:  large  numbers  were  seen  along  the  coast  between  Tonfanau  and 
Aberdyfi  in  late  May  to  early  Sept.  Largest  count  in  June  was  2-300  off  the  mouth  of  the  Dyfi 
in  the  evening  of  the  25th.  200  were  off  Tonfanau  on  8th  July,  with  238  on  the  17th,  450-500 
roosting  on  rocks  on  21st  and  at  least  500  offshore  on  the  30th.  600  were  roosting  off  Tonfanau 
on  3ld  Aug.,  with  400  still  lingering  there  on  1st  Sept.  After  this  date  the  numbers  rapidly 
dropped  off;  CAERNARFON:  off  the  Little  Orme  259  on  18th  Mar.  and  350  on  25th  June,  off 
Bardsey  1,200  on  10th  Sept,  with  1,700  the  following  day  and  1,100  on  the  18th.  1,000  were 
seen  on  4th  Oct.  and  5085  on  the  28th.  Off  ANGLESEY:  800  passed  Point  Lynas  on  the  1 1th 
Nov.  and  180  passed  there  on  the  7th  Dec. 

Inland:  in  BRECON:  an  adult  in  winter  plumage  was  at  Llangasty  on  7th  Dec.  after  storms  and 
during  licensed  monitoring  of  Peregrine  roost-sites  in  the  north  of  the  county  on  23rd  Dec.,  fresh 
prey  remains  of  either  this  bird,  or  a  similar  storm-driven  individual,  were  found.  An  adult  in 
the  Elan  Valley,  RADNOR  on  8th  Nov. 
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SANDWICH  TERN  Sterna  sandvicensis  MORWENNOL  BIGDDU 

(C)  A  summer  visitor  and  passage  migrant  to  coastal  areas  in  spring  and  autumn,  scarce 
inland;  it  is  a  regular  breeder  on  Anglesey.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

Overwintering  records  included  a  bird  around  Holyhead  Harbour  on  the  1st  and  2nd  of  Jan. 


Earliest  Site 

Latest 

Site 

E.  GLAM. 

24th  Apr.  3  atCardiff  Heliport 

16th  Nov. 

Cardiff  Bay 

GOWER 

5th  Apr. 

7th  Nov. 

7,  Fall  Bay 

CARM. 

16th  Oct. 

3,  Cefn  Padrig 

PEMB. 

21st  Apr. 

CERE. 

2nd  Apr.  Aberystwyth 

MEIRI. 

12th  Apr. 

8th  Oct. 

8,  Arthro 

CAERN. 

6th  Apr.  Bardsey 

22nd  Oct. 

Penmaenmawr 

ANGLE. 

5th  Apr.  Range 

19th  Oct. 

Penmon  Point 

DENBIGH 

1 1th  Apr.  2  at  Pensam 

14th  Oct. 

Towyn 

FLINT 

12th  Apr.  2  at  Rhyl 

28th  Oct. 

2  at  Point  of  Air 

The  table  below  summarises  dated  records  /  max.  for  some  sites  &  counties: 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept.  Oct. 

GWENT 

2 

E.  GLAM. 

3 

32 

13 

4 

1 

6 

GOWER 

23 

15 

13 

8 

10 

1 

Various  sites  Burry  (S) 

6 

123+  8 

CARMARTHEN 

80+  3 

Cefn  Padrig 

73  3 

Cefn  Sidan 

18 

300 

PEMB. 

39 

14 

64 

24 

65 

55  1 

Strumble  Head 

8 

141 

403 

BRECON 

Llangorse  3+ 

CERE/  MEIRI. 

Dyfi  Est. 

46+ 

60 

205 

200 

250  20 

MEIRI. 

Aberdysynni 

Tonfanau 

5 

20 

500 

31  6 

Artro  /  Llandanwg 

40 

Harlech  30+ 

30 

CAERN. 

Criccieth 

40 

Fort  Belan  /  Foryd 

65 

Mort'a  Nefyn 

75 

Glan-y-Mor  Elias 

350 

Little  Orme 

200+ 

ANGLE. 

Penmon 

43 

60 

268 

DENBIGH 

Towyn 

260 

FLINT 

Point  of  Air  /  Gronant 

515 

Max.  daily  count  of  156  off  Strumble  Head  on  3ld 

Sept. 

Nov 

1 

7 


The  colony  at  Cemlyn,  ANGLESEY:  LI 50  were  at  Cemlyn  on  the  26th  May.  The  Cemlyn 
colony  consisted  of  1212  pairs  but  they  abandoned  due  to  excessive  predation  from  large  gulls 

tE 

and  a  Heron,  resulting  in  only  4  chicks  fledging.  90  were  there  on  the  26  June  with  32  there  on 
the  29th. 


ROSEATE  TERN  Sterna  dougallii  MORWENNOL  WRIDOG 

(B)  Confined  as  a  breeding  species  to  Anglesey,  but  none  bred  in  2007;  elsewhere  it  is 
occasionally  recorded  on  spring  and  autumn  passage  along  the  coasts.  Wales  -  Red  listed. 

All  records  were  of  singles:  in  PEMBROKE:  at  Fishguard  Harbour  24th  Apr.,  and  off 
Strumble  Head  9th,  15th  &  17th  Sept.;  on  ANGLESEY:  off  the  Range  on  28th  May,  at 
Cemlyn  7th  June  and  on  the  Skerries  throughout  the  summer  but  did  not  breed. 


428 


COMMON  TERN  Sterna  hirundo  MORWENNOL  GYFFREDIN 

(C)  A  summer  visitor,  which  breeds  in  Anglesey  and  Flint.  It  is  a  spring  and  autumn  passage 
migrant  to  all  coastal  areas  and  is  the  commonest  of  the  Sterna  species  inland.  Wales  -  Amber 


listed. 

Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

E.  GLAM. 

1 8lh  Oct. 

Cardiff  Bay 

GOWER 

22nd  Apr. 

2,  Caswell  Bay 

22nd  Sept. 

2,  Margam  Sands 

CERE. 

14th  Apr. 

2,  Aberystwyth 

13th  Oct. 

3,  Borth 

MEIRI. 

1 2th  Apr. 

Tywyn 

16th  Sept. 

Llyn  Tegid 

ANGLE. 

30th  Apr. 

Cemlyn 

DENBIGH 

30,h  Sept. 

Towyn 

FLINT 

1 5th  Apr. 

Shotton 

16th  Sept. 

Point  of  Air 

The  table  below  summarises  dated  records  /  max.  for  some  sites  &  counties: 

Mar.  Apr. 

May  June 

July  Aug. 

Sept.  Oct.  Nov 

GWENT 

1 

1 

Llandegfedd  Res. 

9 

E.  GLAM. 

1 

1  3 

5  2 

GOWER 

2 

1  1 

5  6 

14  31 

CARMARTHEN 

12 

PEMB.  Strumble  Head 

71 

146 

CEREDIGION 

2 

10 

1  19 

4  3 

BRECON 

Llangorse 

1 

2  15 

2  1 

FLINT 

Flint 

200 

Point  of  Air 

500 

On  ANGLESEY:  162  pairs  produced  at  least  52  fledglings  on  the  Skerries.  102  pairs 
attempted  to  breed  at  Cemlyn  until  the  colony  abandoned,  with  45  here  on  the  26th  June.  147- 
187  pairs  at  another  site.  In  FLINT:  a  count  of  breeding  birds  at  Shotton  Steeelworks  on  3ld 
June  noted  762  apparently  occupied  nests,  a  new  high:  the  colony  is  around  the  fifth  largest 
colony  in  the  United  Kingdom.  The  colony  recorded  below  average  breeding  success  with 
41.4%  mortality  rate  from  chicks  that  hatched.  A  total  of  81 1  young  were  ringed,  of  which  it 
is  estimated  that  a  minimum  of  690  successfully  fledged  from  the  colony. 

ARCTIC  TERN  Sterna  paradisea  MORWENNOL  Y  GOGLEDD 

(C)  The  commonest  of  the  tern  species  breeding  in  Wales.  It  is  confined  to  the  Anglesey  coast 
for  breeding.  Away  from  there,  it  is  a  regular  passage  migrant  to  coastal  areas,  generally 
scarcer  than  Common.  Scarce  inland.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

4th  May 

Sudbrook 

E.  GLAM. 

6th  May 

3  at  Cardiff  heliport  &  2  Porthcawl 

4th  Oct. 

3,  Cardiff  Bay 

GOWER 

1 0th  May 

Port  Eynon 

22nd  Sept. 

3,  Loughor  Bridge 

CERE. 

1st  May 

Ynyslas 

14th  Oct. 

2,  Borth 

MEIRI. 

4th  Oct. 

2  off  Tonfanau 

CAERN. 

25th  Apr. 

2  off  Criccieth 

28th  Oct. 

Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

30th  Apr. 

Cemlyn 

11th  Nov. 

Point  Lynas 

FLINT 

27th  Oct. 

Point  of  Air 

The  only  large  counts  in  the  spring  were  at  Goldcliff  Point,  GWENT  with  100+  on  5th  May,  74 
there  on  the  7th. 

The  table  below  summarises  dated  records  /  max.  for  some  sites  &  counties: 
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Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

GWENT 

1 

1 

Goldcliff  Point 

105+ 

4 

E.  GLAM. 

9 

28 

4 

GOWER 

1 

1  + 

5 

7 

CARM. 

1 

35 

PEMB.  Strumble 

28 

47 

CEREDIGION 

1 

1 

5+ 

2 

BRECON 

5 

1 

FLINT 

2 

1 

On  ANGLESEY:  29  pairs  attempted  to  breed  at  Cemlyn  until  the  colony  abandoned.  2291  pairs 


were  on  the  Skerries,  the  highest  number  recorded  in  recent  years.  They  fledged  a  minimum  of 
772  young.  473-513  pairs  at  another  site. 


LITTLE  TERN  Sternula  albifrons  MORWENNOL  FECHAN 

(A)  A  summer  resident  which  breeds  only  at  one  colony  in  Flint,  otherwise  a  spring  and 
autumn  passage  migrant  to  other  coastal  areas,  rare  inland.  Wales  -  Red  listed. 

All  records  as  follows:  in  GWENT:  singles  off  Goldcliff  on  7th  May  and  6th  June  (on  the 
lagoons);  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  6  at  Kenfig  Sands  on  23rd  Apr.,  one  at  Kenfig  saltmarsh  on  12lh 
June  and  another  at  Sker  Point  on  the  20  June;  GOWER:  2  at  Blackpill  on  16  Apr.,  singles  at 
Crumlyn  Saltings  &  Port  Eynon  on  3rd  May,  at  Blackpil  on  15th  Sept,  and  4  off  Loughor  Bridge 
on  3rd  Oct.;2  Cefn  Sidan,  CARMARTHEN  on  1st  May;  off  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  on  1st, 
3rd  &  5th  Sept.;  CEREDIGION:  four  at  Ynyshir  on  5th  May,  one  at  Ynyslas  on  15th  &  16th  May 
and  two  at  Borth  on  8th  Sept.;  MEIRIONNYDD:  3  on  the  Dyfi  on  29th  Apr.  and  one  there  on 
23rd  July;  CAERNARFON:  3  past  the  Little  Orme  on  10th  May;  Anglesey:  one  past  Fedw  Fawr 
on  21st  Aug.  and  2  there  on  3'd  Sept.;  103  pairs  bred  at  Gronant,  FLINT  fledging  99y.  Late 
summer  counts  there  included  350  on  18th  July  and  250  at  nearby  Point  of  Air  on  15th  Aug. 


BLACK  TERN  Chlidonias  niger  CORSWENNOL  DDU 

(B)  A  fairly  common  passage  migrant,  chiefly  to  coastal  counties  in  autumn  but  also  recorded 
on  inland  waters;  spring  records  are  usually  fewer  in  number  but  there  are  substantial 
influxes  in  some  years. 

The  table  below  summarises  dated  records  /  max.  for  some  sites  &  counties: 


Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

GWENT 

1 

Goldcliff 

2 

E.  GLAM. 

24 

2 

1 

GOWER 

1 

CARM. 

1 

PEMB. 

Strumble  Head 

2 

2 

CERE. 

1 

1 

BRECON 

3 

MONT. 

1 

CAERN. 

2 

2 

ANGLE. 

24  off  Porthcawl,  E,  GLAMORGAN  on  2nd  May. 


Nov. 


Inland  at  Llandegfedd  Res.,  GWENT  on  20th  July;  juv.  on  Lisvane  Res.,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on 
1st  Oct.;  two  at  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  on  28th  Sept,  and  a  juvenile  on  the  following  day. 
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MORWENNOL  YLFINBRAFF 


GULL-BILLED  TERN  Gelochelidon  nilotica 
(A)  Rare  vagrant. 

One  on  the  Dyfi  estuary  at  Ynyslas  and  Ynyshir,  CEREDIGION  2nd  -  7lh  Aug. 

GUILLEMOT  Uria  aa/ge  GWYLOG 

(C)  Resident  breeding  species  in  south-west  and  north-west  counties,  moving  out  to  sea  to 
moult  after  breeding  and  returning  to  the  vicinity  of  colonies  as  early  as  December. 

Breeding  season  counts  were  received  as  follows:  GOWER:  bred  at  Worms  Head;  in 
PEMBROKE:  500  were  around  the  Stack  Rocks  colony  6th  Jan.  In  the  breeding  season  15,152 
individuals  along  the  Castlemartin  coast  was  an  increase  following  last  year’s  slight  decline. 
On  Skokholm  1,455  individuals  was  also  an  increase  on  previous  years.  A  mean  total  of 
17,544  on  Skomer  was  a  3.3%  increase  on  2006.  189  individuals  were  counted  on 

Middleholm.  The  first  egg  was  noted  on  the  5th  May.  The  mean  productivity  of  0.63  was  an 
improvement  on  2006  but  still  the  equal  second  lowest  on  record.  Predation  of  eggs  and  chicks 
by  Great  Black-backed  Gulls  was  regularly  noted  &  adults  were  also  observed  being  taken  on  a 
number  of  occasions.  Numbers  were  down  to  single  figures  by  27lh  July.  1,094  individuals 

th 

were  counted  on  Grassholm  and  3,438  on  Ramsey.  The  first  egg  was  noted  there  on  the  14 
May. 

In  CEREDIGION:  621  on  New  Quay  Head  and  529  at  Lochtyn. 

On  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON:  646  adults  on  ledges  (13.2%  down  on  last  year).  There  was  a 
large  fall  (60.5%)  in  the  numbers  of  young  raised  on  the  island  this  year  compared  with  last. 
The  202  young  counted  was  41.4%  fewer  than  the  1998-2007  mean  (344.50±s.d.2 1 8.90).  At 
Ynysoedd  Gwylan  there  were  203  adults  on  ledges,  3 1 .0%  down  on  last  year.  On  Ynys  Gwylan 
Fawr  92  young  were  counted,  with  a  further  ten  on  Ynys  Gwylan  Bach,  a  decrease  of  24.4%  on 
last  year’s  total  and  27.6%  lower  than  the  mean  number  of  young  since  1998. 

ANGLESEY:  1,979  birds  were  counted  on  the  cliffs  of  Puffin  Island  on  the  22nd  June  and 
1,500  were  at  South  Stack  on  the  26th  June  with  a  max  of  4,288  birds  counted  on  the  ledges. 

RAZORBILL  Alca  torda  LLURS 

(C)  A  breeding  resident  on  the  cliffs  and  islands  of  north-west  and  south-west  Wales.  Some 
disperse  south  to  the  Portuguese  coasts  in  winter  with  a  proportion  entering  the 
Mediterranean ;  part  of  the  population  remains  in  Welsh  waters. 

Breeding  counts  were  received  as  follows:  GOWER:  bred  Worm’s  Head;  in  PEMBROKE: 
1,033  individuals  bred  along  the  Castlemartin  coast.  On  Skokholm  the  population  again 
declined  slightly  to  812  individuals.  The  mean  total  of  4,847  individuals  on  Skomer  was  a 
6.3%  increase  on  2006.  The  first  egg  was  noted  on  the  1st  May.  The  mean  productivity  of  0.56 
is  an  increase  on  2006  and  just  above  average.  In  CEREDIGION:  156  on  New  Quay  Head  and 
33  on  Lochtyn. 

CAERNARFON:  the  number  of  adult  Razorbills  seen  in  the  colonies  on  Bardsey  was  similar  to 
that  of  2004  to  2006  (c2000),  but  the  numbers  of  young  produced  did  not  reflect  the  number  of 
adults  in  the  colonies.  From  the  same  six  ‘sub-colonies’  where  410  eggs/young  were  found  in 
2006,  only  334  eggs/young  were  found  in  2007.  On  Ynysoedd  Gwylan  38  young  were  found; 
16  fewer  than  last  year’s  count.  300+  passed  the  Great  Orme  on  6  Oct. 

On  Puffin  Island,  ANGLESEY  a  total  of  369  were  counted  on  the  cliffs  of  Puffin  Island  on  the 
22nd  June  and  802  were  counted  on  the  ledges  at  South  Stack. 

The  only  large  count  received  was  of  6-700  off  Tonfanau,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  8th  Oct. 
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BLACK  GUILLEMOT  Cepphus  grylle  GWYLOG  DDU 

(A)  A  very  scarce  breeding  resident  in  Anglesey  and  rarely  elsewhere  in  north  Wales.  Occurs 
sparingly  off  the  coasts  of  Wales  outside  the  breeding  season.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

All  records  were  of  singles:  one  off  the  Outer  Worm’s  Head,  GOWER  on  5th  May;  in 
PEMBROKE  two  birds  in  Fishguard  Harbour  from  1st  June  until  10th  July.  Single  seen  off 
Strumble  Head  15th  July  &  27th  Aug.  1st  W  in  Fishguard  harbour  on  1st  Dec. 

In  CAERNARFON:  was  off  Llanfairfechan  on  6th  &  2El  Jan.  and  4th  Feb.,  on  the  Great  Orme 
on  25th  Apr.,  at  the  Little  Orme  between  1 1th  and  15th  June  and  one  flew  past  Bardsey  on  14th 
Oct.  On  ANGLESEY:  in  Trearddur  Bay  on  the  22nd  Jan.,  with  3  in  Fryars  Bay  on  the  2nd  Jan. 
and  3  at  Gallows  Point  on  the  24th.  Birds  were  recorded  all  year  in  the  Holyhead  harbour  and 
fish  quay  area,  six  there  on  the  24th  Jan.  and  eight  in  Dock  Bach  on  the  17th  Apr.  One  was  seen 
entering  a  presumed  nest  hole  here  on  18th  June.  One  was  in  Beddmanarch  Bay  on  the  26th  Jan., 

2  were  in  Porth  Eilian  on  the  8th  Apr.  and  one  was  at  Ynys  Moelfre  on  the  same  date.  13  were  at 
Glan-yr-Afon  (Fedw  Fawr)  on  the  26th  Apr.  On  the  Skerries,  one  was  there  on  the  13th  May  and 

3  were  there  on  the  10th  June. 

One  at  Lleiniog  on  the  8th  June,  with  2  at  Puffin  Island  on  the  same  date,  and  3  birds  were 
around  Puffin  Island  on  the  22nd  June.  2  off  Cemlyn  on  the  24th  June.  5  were  at  Penmon  Point 
on  the  1 7th  Sept,  with  7  here  on  the  1st  Nov.  8  were  in  Lligwy  Bay  on  the  30th  Dec. 

LITTLE  AUK  A/le  alle  CARFIL  BACH 

(A)  Scarce  winter  visitor  in  irregular  numbers  offshore  on  the  western  seaboard.  Most 
sightings  in  late  autumn  and  early  winter;  often  associated  with  westerly  gales. 

All  records  were:  3  off  Margam  Breakater,  GOWER  on  13th  Nov.;  a  single  off  Strumble  Head 
10th  Nov.;  one  Burry  Port,  CARMARTHEN  30th  Nov.;  one  found  at  Crossgates,  RADNOR  on 
21st  Jan.  was  released  at  Ynyslas,  CEREDIGION;  one  past  the  Little  Orme,  CAERNARFON 
on  1 1th  Nov.;  off  ANGLESEY:  one  off  Point  Lynas  13th  Nov.,  off  Cemlyn  on  11th  &  25th  Nov. 
and  one  washed  up  dead  at  Beddmanarch  Bay  on  17th  Nov. 

PUFFIN  Fratercula  arctica  PAL 

(C)  A  breeding  bird  of  offshore  islands  and  a  few  western  headlands.  Formerly  bred  in  large 
numbers.  Wales  -  Red  listed. 

Counts  from  breeding  colonies  included:  in  PEMBROKE:  6  apparently  occupied  sites  (AOS) 
along  the  Castlemartin  coast.  On  Skokholm  Spring  counts  showed  4,900  AOS.  The  last  bird 
carrying  food  ashore  was  5th  Aug.  The  count  on  Skomer  of  1 1,821  on  the  4th  Apr.  is  the  highest 
breeding  total  on  record  with  productivity  of  0.79  per  pair.  The  first  bird  bringing  food  ashore 
was  seen  on  the  22nd  May.  An  adult  was  noted  carrying  a  Common  Toad  on  the  8th  July.  Last 
recorded  on  the  15th  Aug.  The  max.  Spring  count  on  the  Bishops  &  Clerks  was  30. 
CAERNARFON:  up  to  24  birds  were  seen  regularly  offshore  on  Bardsey,  with  birds  seen 
flying  in  with  food.  On  Ynys  Gwylan  Fawr  467  apparently-occupied  burrows  (AOB)  were 
counted  this  year.  This  is  only  a  partial  count  of  the  colony  as  much  of  the  island  was 
overgrown  with  tall  Tree  Mallow.  There  were  81  AOB  on  Ynys  Gwylan  Bach.  The  combined 
number  of  AOBs  counted  (548)  is  only  12.9%  fewer  than  average  for  the  ten-year  period  1998- 
2007  (629.44±s.d.267.63),  quite  encouraging  considering  that  recent  surveys  have  been 
incomplete.  ANGLESEY;  50  were  around  the  Skerries  on  the  13th  May.  Due  to  problems  with 
access  a  full  count  wasn’t  possible  here.  8  birds  including  a  juvenile  were  on  the  ledges  at 
South  Stack  on  the  28lh  June  with  a  max  count  of  18  birds  here.  Eight  were  around  Puffin 
Island  on  the  10th  June  with  1 7  birds  on  and  around  the  island  on  the  22nd  June. 
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STOCK  DOVE  Columba  oenas  COLO  MEN  WYLL  T 

(C)  Breeding  resident  occurring  widely  but  not  numerously  up  to  approximately  305  m;  most 
common  in  lowland  areas.  Appears  to  be  getting  scarcer  across  most  of  Wales,  probably  as  a 
result  of  a  change  in  farming  practices  and  a  decline  in  arable  land. 

High  winter  counts  were:  in  GWENT:  25  at  Pen-y-lan  on  23rd  Jan.,  80  there  on  the  29th,  30  at 
Uskmouth  on  1st  Nov.  and  32  at  Castleton  on  25th  Dec.;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  80  at  St.  Athan 
on  3rd  Aug.  and  55  at  Laleston  on  29th  Dec.;  26  at  Pwll,  CARMARTHEN  on  1 1th  Dec.,  with  34 
there  on  the  3El;  30  at  Cross  Inn  forest,  CEREDIGION  on  31st  Jan.;  in  BRECON:  20  at  Wem 
Iago  on  30th  Mar.,  40  at  Alltamog  on  22nd  Sept.;  38  at  Dolydd  Hafren,  MONTGOMERY;  33  at 
Trevalyn  Meadows,  DENBIGH  on  20th  Apr.;  1 10  at  Shotwick  Fields,  FLINT  on  29th  Dec. 

WOOD  PIGEON  Columba  palumbus  YSGUTHAN 

(C)  Abundant  breeding  species:  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor. 

Large  counts  (1,000+)  included:  in  GWENT:  1,000  at  Goldcliff  on  17th  Oct.,  1,600  at 
Peterstone  Gout  on  1st  Nov.,  6,000+  at  Pontypool  on  6th  Nov.;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  1,000  at 
Lisvane  Res.  on  29lh  Oct,  2,000  S  at  Nell’s  Pt  -  Barry  on  30lh  Oct,  and  in  November  there  were 
4.385  on  1st,  2,000  at  Pentyrch  on  2nd,  17,391  on  2nd,  and  then  on  3rd,  1,946  at  KNNR,  1,340 
over  Llan/Lis  Res  at  Llanedeym  and  7,336  at  Mynydd  Ty-talwyn,  Maesteg,  2,000  at  Nash 
Point  on  4  and  3,000  feeding  in  harvested  maize  fields  at  Lavernock  Point  on  27  Nov. 

COLLARED  DOVE  Streptopelia  decaocto  TUR TUR  DORCHOG 

(D)  Now  a  widespread  and  common  resident,  having  first  appeared  in  Wales  in  1959. 

TURTLE  DOVE  Streptopelia  turtur  TURTUR 

(B)  Very  rare  summer  visitor  in  eastern  Wales  with  numbers  declining  further;  passage 
migrant,  mainly  spring,  in  small  numbers. 

All  records  were  of  singles  unless  stated:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  at  Cosmeston  on  5th  June  and 
at  St.  Mellons  on  14th  June;  at  Llangadog,  CARMARTHEN  on  1 1th  May;  in  PEMBROKE:  on 
Ramsey  9th  June,  Skomer  18th  June,  Strumble  Head  6th  Sept,  and  near  Ratford  Bridge  on  5th 
Oct.;  at  Penrhiwnewydd,  CEREDIGION  on  15th  May;  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  9th  May 
and  12th  and  18th  June;  one  possible  breeding  pair  in  DENBIGH. 

ROSE-RINGED  PARAKEET  Psittacula  krameri  PARACIT  TORCHOG 

(A)  Feral. 

One  Ynysforgan,  GOWER  on  4th  Apr. 

CUCKOO  Cuculus  canorus  COG 


(C)  Formerly  a  locally  common  breeding  summer  visitor  to  all  counties  but  appears  to  be 
declining  and  far  from  common;  also  recorded  on  passage. 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

18™  Apr. 

Llanddewi  Skirrid  &  St.  Mary’s  Vale 

18th  July 

Brynithel 

E.  GLAM. 

8th  Apr. 

Kenfig 

18th  July 

Colwinston 

GOWER 

14th  Apr. 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

10th  Aug. 

Thurba 

CERE. 

13th  Apr. 

Ystrad  Meurig 

BRECON 

22nd  Apr. 

Llandetty  &  Penrhos 

14th  July 

Llansantffraed 

MONT. 

18th  Apr. 

William  Condry  Reserve 

MEIRI. 

10th  Apr. 

Llanuwchllyn 

CAERN. 

24th  Apr. 

Tanycoed 

ANGLE. 

29th  Apr. 

Llyn  Cefni 

DENBIGH 

15th  Apr. 

Clocaenog 

FLINT 

28th  Apr. 

Moel  y  Parc 
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Reported  from:  32  locations  in  E.  GLAMORGAN,  from  17  sites  in  CARMARTHEN  and  from 
21  sites  in  PEMBROKE.  17  calling  males  on  the  Migneint,  MEIRIONNYDD. 

BARN  OWL  Tyto  alba  TYLLUAN  WEN 

(C)  A  breeding  resident  in  all  counties,  population  appears  to  be  stable  in  many  counties  after 
a  prolonged  period  of  decline. 

Reported  from:  17  locations  in  GWENT;  bred  at  13  sites  in  E.  GLAMORGAN;  bred  at  7  sites 
in  GOWER;  12  sites  in  CARMARTHEN;  16  locations  in  PEMBROKE;  5  locations  in 
CEREDIGION;  at  5+  sites  in  BRECON;  26+  pairs  in  RADNOR;  49  pairs  in  MONTGOMERY 
fledged  174y;  from  5  sites  in  MEIRIONNYDD;  reported  from  9  sites  in  CAERNARFON; 
reported  from  15+  sites  on  ANGLESEY;  21  nesting  attempts  reported  in  CLWYD. 

LITTLE  OWL  Athene  noctua  TYLLUAN  EACH 

(C)  Locally  common  breeding  resident  in  most  eastern  counties,  scarcer  and  probably 
decreasing  in  the  west.  Greatly  under-recorded. 

The  number  of  locations  at  which  this  species  was  reported  in  each  county  were:  GWENT 
(10),  E.  GLAMORGAN  (18),  GOWER  (2),  CARMARTHEN  (1),  PEMBROKE  (4  teritories  on 
Ramsey,  at  least  3  territories  on  Skomer  and  at  one  site  on  the  mainland),  CEREDIGION  (5), 
BRECON  (3),  RADNOR  (3),  MONTGOMERY  (1),  MEIRIONNYDD  (1),  CAERNARFON 
(7),  ANGLESEY  (5),  DENBIGH  ( 1)  and  FLINT  (1). 

TAWNY  OWL  Strix  aluco  TYLL UAN  FRECH 

(D)  A  common  and  widespread  breeding  resident  in  areas  of  woodland  in  all  counties  but 
possibly  declining. 

LONG-EARED  OWL  Asio  otus  TYLLUAN  GORNIOG 

(B)  A  scarce  resident  in  some  counties.  Also  a  scarce  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant. 

The  only  breeding  records  came  from  GWENT  where  4  pairs  bred  and  from  RADNOR  where 
young  were  reported  at  6  sites. 

Otherwise  all  records  received  were:  one  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  on  24  Oct.;  a  dead  juv. 
found  on  Mynydd  Llangynidr,  BRECON  on  1st  Sept.;  no  breeding  this  year  on  Bardsey, 
CAERNARFON  but  birds  present  on  10th  Feb.,  30th  March,  9th,  1 1th  and  25th  May  and  22  Oct.; 
one  found  dead  near  Malltraeth,  ANGLESEY  in  February  /  March;  one  bird  heard  calling  near 
Pendinas  Res.,  DENBIGH  on  1st  Apr. 

SHORT-EARED  OWL  A.  flammeus  TYLLUAN  GLUSTIOG 

(C)  Scarce  breeding  resident.  Winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant  in  small  numbers  to  all 
counties. 


Approximate  monthly  totals  (excluding  the  breeding  pairs)  were: 

J 

F  M  A  M  J  J  A  S 

0 

N 

D 

GWENT 

2  1 

NWR/Uskm 

3 

2  1  1 

1 

1 

1 

E.  GLAM. 

1 

2 

2 

4 

GOWER 

2 

Llanrhidian 

2 

1 

CARM. 

1 

2 

1 

PEMB. 

Skokholm 

2 

1 

Ramsey 

1  1  1 

1 

1 

1 

Dowrog 

3 

.3 
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J  F  M  A 

CERE. 

MONT. 

MEIRI. 

CAERN. 

Bardsey  1 

ANGLE.  "  1 

DENBIGH  3  1  1 

FLINT  1  1 


M  J  J  A  S  O 
1  2 


N 


1 

1  2 


1 


j 


1  3 


D 


1 

1 


Two  pairs  bred  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE,  fledging  2+  young;  4  pairs  found  in  RADNOR:  one 
at  Lake  Vymwy,  MONTGOMERY  in  suitable  habitat.  An  adult  was  observed  feeding  2  young 
on  Mynydd  Hiraethog.  DENBIGH. 

NIGHTJAR  Caprimulgus  europaeus  TROELL  WR  MA  WR 

(C)  Widespread  but  scarce  summer  visitor.  The  breeding  population  has  increased  over  the 
past  ten  years  and  is  now  mainly  dependent  on  clearfell  areas  in  forestry  plantations. 

Breeding  records  were  received  as  follows  (they  do  not  constitute  a  complete  census): 
GWENT:  reported  from  9  sites,  including  up  to  7  in  Wentwood;  at  1 1  sites  in  E. 
GLAMORGAN,  including  6  in  Llanwonno;  at  10  sites  on  GOWER:  2  at  one  site  in 
CARMARTHEN;  13  males  in  CEREDIGION;  at  6  sites  in  BRECON;  at  4  sites  in  RADNOR: 
at  3  sites  in  CAERNARFON,  a  total  of  6  birds;  one  in  DENBIGH;  two  birds  at  Nercwys, 
FLINT. 


435 


SWIFT  A  pus  cipus  GWENNOL  DDU 

(C)  A  widespread  and  plentiful  summer  visitor. 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

19th  Apr. 

Abergavenny 

7th  Sept. 

Ynysyfro  Res. 

E.  GLAM. 

6th  Apr. 

5,  Flatholm 

23rd  Aug. 

Heath  Hospital 

GOWER 

19th  Apr. 

2,  Swansea  Vale 

21st  Aug. 

Manselfield 

CARM. 

16th  Apr. 

Kidweli 

14th  Aug. 

Pwll 

PEMB. 

20th  Apr. 

Pencaman  &  Geliy 

18th  Aug. 

StrumbleHead 

CERE. 

19th  Apr. 

Ynyshir 

BRECON 

21st  Apr. 

Llanwrthwl 

17th  Aug. 

2  at  Llangorse 

RADNOR 

26th  Apr. 

Llandrindod 

MONT. 

27th  Apr. 

William  Condry  Reserve 

CAERN. 

17th  Apr. 

Conwy  RSPB 

13th  Sept. 

Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

20th  Apr. 

Llyn  Traffwll 

18th  Aug. 

5  Llyn  Llewenan 

DENBIGH 

11th  Sept. 

Wrexham 

FLINT 

23rd  Apr. 

Rhuddlan 

2nd  Sept. 

2  at  Shotton 

Large  counts  included:  150-200  at  Llanover,  GWENT  on  13th  June,  100  at  Peterstone  Gout  on 
17th  and  150  at  Goldcliff  on  the  18th;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  500  at  Cardiff  Bay  on  18th  May  and 
1,000  on  25th  June,  500  at  Kenfig  Pool  on  20th  May,  2,500  over  E.  Aberthaw  ash  tip  on  20th 
June  and  200  over  Splott  on  11th  Aug.;  GOWER:  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.,  700  on  16th  May, 
1,000  on  17th,  &  27th,  700  on  7th  June,  500  on  21st  with  200  on  1st  July  and  330  on  26th;  in 
PEMBROKE:  157  over  Skomer  on  1 1th  May,  350  over  Ramsey  on  19th  July. 

KINGFISHER  Alcedo  atthis  GLAS  Y  DORLAN 

(C)  Resident  in  lowland  areas. 

In  BRECON:  in  the  Wye  breeding  was  suspected  at  Llanwrthwl,  Builth,  Ysciog  to  Erwood 
bridge  (2  territories),  Llyswen  STW,  Llyswen  bend,  Glasbury,  Ffordd  Fawr  and  Hay.  On  the 
Usk,  territories  were  found  at  Aberbran,  Brecon  Town,  Peterstone  Court,  Pencelli  to 
Llansantffraed  (3),  and  Crickhowell  (2).  Pairs  may  also  have  bred  on  the  rivers  Dulas  (at 
Llanwrthwl),  Honddu  (at  Llanddew),  Llynfi  (at  Bronllys)  and  the  Caerfanell  (at  Talybont). 

BEE-EATER  Merops  apiaster  GWYBEDOG  Y  GWENYN 

(A)  A  rare  visitor  to  Wales. 

Two  accepted  records,  the  first  of  a  single  at  Treleyddn  Farm,  PEMBROKE  on  2nd  May,  the 
other  a  party  of  five  seen  and  photographed  at  Llanrhaeadr-ym-Mochnant,  MONTGOMERY 
DENBIGH  on  27th  May. 

HOOPOE  Upupa  epops  COPOG 

(A)  An  uncommon  but  regular  passage  migrant  to  Wales. 

All  record  were  of  singles:  at  Coed  Morgan,  Gobion,  GWENT  on  16th  Apr.;  at  Pastoral  Way  / 
Tycoch,  GOWER  on  29th  Apr.;  at  Cilycwm,  CARMARTHEN  on  2nd  -  3,d  May;  on  Ramsey, 
PEMBROKE  on  23rd  -  25th  May;  in  CEREDIGION:  near  the  limekilns  at  Llanrhystud  on  25lh 
Mar.  and  at  Coed  Y  Bryn  near  Newcastle  Emlyn  on  28th  and  29lh  Apr.;  RADNOR:  near 
Knighton  on  20th  Apr. 

ROLLER  Coracias  garru/us  RHOLYDD 

(A)  Rare  vagrant. 

A  second  summer  bird  was  first  found  at  Usk  Res.,  BRECON  /  CARMARTHEN  on  29th  -  3Ll 
July  and  then  at  Bryn  Common,  GOWER  6th  -  7lh  Aug. 
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WRYNECK  Jynx  torquilla  PENG  A  M 

(A)  An  uncommon  but  regular  passage  migrant  in  Wales,  chiefly  to  coastal  counties  in  autumn. 
All  records  were  of  singles:  at  Ty-newydd  Farm,  Pandy,  GWENT  22nd  Sept.  -  3,d  Oct.;  in  E. 
GLAMORGAN:  at  East  Aberthaw  on  28th  Aug.,  at  Hailey  park,  Llandaff  on  5lh  Sept,  and  at 
Lavemock  Point  8th  Sept.;  in  PEMBROKE:  on  Skokholm  15lh  -  16th  Apr.,  near  Mathry  on  2Pl 
Apr.  and  at  Strumble  Head  on  lsl  Sept.;  at  Cors  y  Garnedd,  Dolgellau,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  5dl 
-  6th  June;  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  28th  Sept.;  at  World's  End,  DENBIGH  on  13th  Apr. 

GREEN  WOODPECKER  Picus  viridis  CNOCELL  WERDD 

(C)  Once  a  common  breeding  resident  throughout  lowland  Wales  except  on  Anglesey.  It  now 
appears  to  be  doing  well  in  some  eastern  and  southern  counties  but  declining  in  most  western 
counties,  and  Montgomery  and  Radnor. 

The  number  of  locations  this  species  was  reported  at  in  each  county  were:  GWENT  (59),  E. 
GLAMORGAN  (79),  GOWER  (37),  CARMARTHEN  (12),  PEMBROKE  (5),  CEREDIGION 
(15),  BRECON  (27),  MONTGOMERY  (2),  MEIRIONNYDD  (3),  CAERNARFON  (15)  and 
ANGLESEY  (4). 

GREAT  SPOTTED  WOODPECKER  Dendrocopos  major  CNOCELL  FRAITH  FWYAF 

(D)  A  common  breeding  resident  in  wooded  parts  of  Wales  but  scarce  on  Anglesey  and  the  Llyn 
peninsula. 

LESSER  SPOTTED  WOODPECKER  Dendrocopus  minor  CNOCELL  FRAITH  LEIAF 

(B)  A  scarce  and  local  breeding  resident  in  all  counties,  principally  distributed  in  the  lowlands 
and  along  the  main  river  valleys. 

The  number  of  locations  this  species  was  reported  at  in  each  county  were:  GWENT  (11),  E. 
GLAMORGAN  (9),  GOWER  (2),  CARMARTHEN  (4),  PEMBROKE  (4),  CEREDIGION  (3), 
BRECON  (3),  RADNOR  (8),  MEIRIONNYDD  (3),  CAERNARFON  (2),  DENBIGH  (4). 

WOODLARK  Lullula  arboreci  EHEDYDD  Y  COED 

(A)  Formerly  resident  but  now  extinct  as  a  breeding  species. 

th 

Two  accepted  records  from  CAERNARFON:  one  flew  south  over  Bardsey  on  24 
Oct.  and  there  was  one  feeding  in  a  stubble  field  at  Uwchmynydd  on  29th  Oct. 

SHORT  TOED  LARK  Calendrella  brachydactyla  EHEDYDD  LLWYD 

(A)  Rare  visitor 

tb  tb 

The  first  accepted  record  for  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  was  of  a  single  by  Pigstone  Bay  7  -8 
June. 

SKYLARK  Alauda  arvensis  EHEDYDD 

(C)  A  widespread  but  declining  breeding  species;  abundant  passage  migrant  in  autumn  and 
winter. 

Counts  of  singing  birds  on  territory  in  BRECON:  in  April/May  included  111  on  just  a  small 
section  of  MOD  Epynt  (including  46  in  five  1km  squares),  32  across  two  1km  squares  on 
Fforest  Fach,  13  at  Ysgirfechan  BBS  km  sq,  1 1  at  Llyn  Dwr  BBS  km  sq,  10+  at  Brynhenllys 
reclamation  site,  8+  at  Pantyllyn,  7  on  Cefn  Llechid  and  6  at  the  east  end  of  Waun  Rydd.  50 
pairs  at  Lake  Vymwy,  MONTGOMERY  (5  pairs/square  km).  MEIRIONNYDD:  50  pairs  bred 
in  112  hectares  of  unimproved  grasslands  on  Penllyn  Marsh  between  Penllyn  Farm  and 
Aberdyfi. 
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Autumn  passage  noted:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  51  at  Nash  Point  on  26th  Sept  and  200  there  on 
3rd  Oct,,  in  PEMBROKE:  on  Skomer  in  October:  200+  on  4th,  180  on  12th,  150+  on  1 8th,  250+ 
on  28th,  150  on  29th  and  100  on  30th,  all  moving  west.  At  Ramsey  autumn  passage  of  383+ 
birds  mainly  south  and  west  between  4th  Oct.  and  27th  Nov.  with  a  max  of  120  east  on  12th  Nov. 
Strumble  Head  224  past  over  on  24th  Oct  and  80  on  1 8th  Oct. 

CAERNARFON:  passage  noted  on  the  Great  Orme  with  1 12  recorded  between  2nd  Oct.  and  8th 
Nov.,  There  were  70+  over  Uwchmynydd  on  29th  Oct.  FLINT:  55  at  Shotwich  Fields  on  15th 
Oct.  and  50  at  Point  of  Air  on  12th  Dec.  On  ANGLESEY:  250  were  in  a  stubble  field  at  Hen 
Borth  on  the  2El  Oct.  Passage  noted  West  of  Wylfa  between  mid  September  and  mid 
November,  with  a  total  of  932.  The  maximum  count  was  257  on  the  27  Oct. 

Largest  winter  counts:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  70  at  Ty’n-y-Caeau  Fm  on  25  Jan.,  60  at  former 
Maesteg  Coal  Washery  on  8th  Feb.,  50  at  Gileston  on  1 1th  Feb.,  and  60  at  Gelligaer  Common  on 
14lh  Mar.  102  at  Laleston  on  29th  Dec.;  in  PEMBROKE:  January  counts  included:  100  at 
Castlemartin  on  the  22nd  and  80  at  Abermawr  on  the  14th.  Max.  November  counts  included: 
200+  at  Freshwater  West  on  the  17th  and  150  at  Martins  Haven  on  the  4th.  In  CEREDIGION: 
1,000  at  Llanrhystud  and  1,000  on  stubble  at  Llanon  on  8  Feb.;  130  on  stubble  at  Vale  Farm, 
BRECON  on  17th  Sept. 

SHORELARK  Eremophila  alpestris  EHEDYDD  Y  TRAETH 

(A)  Regular  annually  at  one  North  Wales  site  in  veiy  small  numbers,  otherwise  a  scarce  and 
irregular  winter  visitor  and  scarce  passage  migrant. 

One  on  Bennar  Beach,  Dyffryn  Ardudwy,  MEIRIONNYDD  18th  &  21st  Nov.  was  the  only 
accepted  record. 

SAND  MARTIN  Riparia  riparia  G  WENNOL  Y  GLENNYDD 

(C)  Locally  common  breeding  visitor,  most  numerous  in  eastern  counties,  increasing.  Passage 
migrant  in  spring  and  autumn. 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

14th  Mar. 

Nedem 

30th  Sept. 

Goldcliff 

E.  GLAM. 

8th  Mar. 

2,  Cardiff  Foreshore 

30th  Sept. 

Kenfig 

GOWER 

17th  Apr. 

4,  Port  Talbot 

CARM. 

7th  Mar. 

Llandeilo 

PEMB. 

11th  Mar. 

8  at  Llys  y  fran  Res. 

4th  Oct. 

4  at  Skomer 

CERE. 

6th  Mar. 

Ynyshir 

14th  Sept. 

BRECON 

11th  Mar. 

1 1  at  Llangorse 

120  at  Llangorse 

RADNOR 

11th  Mar. 

3,  Glasbury 

MONT. 

7th  Mar. 

William  Condry  Reserve 

MEIRE 

30th  Mar. 

Aberdyfi 

CAERN. 

23rd  Feb. 

Conwy  RSPB 

4th  Oct. 

Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

12th  March 

3,  South  Stack 

FLINT 

16th  Mar. 

2,  Rhyl 

Largest  flocks  reported  were:  in  GWENT:  250  at  Newport  Wetlands  on  1 8th  July,  300  at 
Goldcliff  on  8th  Aug.,  1,000  there  on  1  1th  &  12th  and  400  on  13th;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN: 
500  at  Cardiff  Bay  Wetland  Reserve  on  29lh  Mar.,  200  at  Cardiff  Bay  on  31st  Mar.  and  180  at 
KNNR  on  24th  Apr.;  250  at  Ynylas,  CEREDIGION  on  1st  Aug.  and  300  on  the  5th;  600  at 
Llangorse,  BRECON  on  23rd  Apr.  and  4-500  there  in  mid-July;  430  in  the  Lower  Wye, 
RADNOR  on  16th  June. 


438 


Counts  of  breeding  colonies  included:  GWENT:  20-30  holes  at  Newbridge,  100  holes  at 
Llangua;  GOWER:  a  total  of  702-703  active  holes  (cf  856-861  in  2006);  in  CARMARTHEN: 
137  nests  on  the  Cothi,  20  at  Dolgarreg  and  40  at  Cwm  Ifor;  BRECON:  an  incomplete  count  of 
nest-holes  in  the  breeding  season  along  the  Wye  found  80  at  Boxbush,  26  at  Pipton  and  10  at 
Glasbury.  On  the  Usk,  55  at  Brecon  by-pass  bridge,  174  at  Scethrog,  and  15  at  Bullpit  meadow 
(Crickhowell).  Elsewhere,  13  on  the  CARMARTHEN  bank  at  Pont-ar-Wysg,  25  at  Talybont 
Reservoir  had  been  dug  out  by  a  mammalian  predator,  and  small  colonies  at  Nantmadog  (Crai) 
and  on  Epynt;  in  MEIRIONNYDD:  cl 00  in  Tonfanau. 


SWALLOW  Hirundo  rustica  GWENNOL 

(C)  A  widely  distributed  and  common  summer  visitor  and  passage  migrant. 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

1 8th  Mar. 

Newport  Wetlands 

25th  Nov. 

Goldcliff 

E.  GLAM. 

23rd  Feb. 

Treforest  Ind.  Est. 

1 1th  Nov. 

2,  Flat  Holm 

GOWER 

29th  Mar. 

Margam 

28th  Oct. 

Bishopston 

CARM. 

14th  Mar. 

8.  Penclacwydd 

1st  Oct. 

Penclacwydd 

PEMB. 

14th  Mar. 

Skomer 

3rd  Nov. 

Neyland 

CERE. 

31stMar. 

Llanrhystud 

BRECON 

31st  Mar. 

Sennybridge 

6,h  Oct. 

3  at  Sennybridge 

MONT. 

29th  Mar. 

William  Condry  Reserve 

MEIRI. 

30th  Mar. 

Aberdyfi 

6th  Oct. 

Tywyn 

CAERN. 

4th  Apr. 

6  on  Bardsey 

31st  Oct. 

Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

29th  Mar. 

Llyn  Alaw  &  Traffwll 

12th  Oct. 

1 3  at  Valley 

DENBIGH 

25th  Mar. 

Worlds  End 

1  1th  Oct. 

Wrexham  Industrial  Estate 

FLINT 

1st  Apr. 

Llanasa 

3rd  Oct. 

Rhuddlan 

Large  spring  counts  (240  +)  included:  350  at  Kenftg,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  23rd  Apr.;  500 
Llanrhidian,  GOWER  on  5th  June;  PEMBROKE:  at  Skomer  3,996+  birds  were  logged  on 
spring  passage  between  14th  Mar.  and  21st  May,  max  500  on  24th  Apr.  and  1,000  west  on  16th 
May.  In  CAERNARFON:  spring  passage  on  Bardsey  were  135  on  3rd  May,  867  on  7th ,  227  on 
8th,  120  on  1 1th,  300  on  15th,  128  on  17th,  100  on  22nd  and  120  on  the  31st  May. 

Autumn  counts  included:  a  massive  migration  was  noted  in  the  Usk  Valley,  GWENT  starting 
on  22nd  Sept,  with  sightings  of  several  thousand  birds  (30-50  every  10-15  minutes)  at 
Abergavenny  and  a  similar  number  within  one  hour  at  Lianwenarth.  The  next  day  there  was  a 
report  ol  'not  quite  so  many'  at  Lianwenarth,  but  20,000  were  seen  streaming  down  the  valley 
from  the  bridge  at  Glangrwyney,  2,000  at  18.30h  and  1,800  at  18.40h  moving  southeast  down 
the  north  side,  while  at  18.45h  half-minute  counts  produced  an  average  of  250  per  minute 
moving  southeast  on  the  south  side.  On  2nd  Oct.  there  were  120+  at  Llanvair  Discoed  and  200- 
250  at  Abergavenny.  Elsewhere:  750  at  Uskmouth  reedbeds  on  12th  Sept.;  300  at  Peterstone 
Gout  on  1st  Oct.,  300-400  on  the  2nd  &  3rd,  1,250  at  Uskmouth  on  3ld.  20,000  at  Glangrwyney;; 
in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  15,000  at  East  Aberthaw  on  29th  Sept.,  3,500  at  Lavemock  Point  on  4th 
Oct.  and  2,000  at  Llanharry  on  22nd  Sept.  ;in  PEMBROKE:  1,000  per  hour  passing  at  Nine 
Wells  and  2,000  in  the  St.  David’s  area  on  30th  Sept.,  400+  at  Cam  Bica,  Preseli  Hills  on  16th 
Sept.,  1,350  were  logged  passing  Strumble  Head  on  22nd  Sept,  and  5,200  on  23rd  Sept.,  all 
moving  south-east.  On  the  islands:  13,565+  passed  through  Skomer,  4th  September— 31st 
October,  peaking  at  10,000  east  on  30th  Sept,  400  south  over  the  trig  point  in  one  hour  on  15th 
Sept,  and  400  east  on  28lh  Sept.  Large  numbers  passed  through  Skokholm  in  September:  over 
2,000  on  the  4th,  300  on  the  6th,  350  on  the  7th  and  400  on  the  1 1th;  in  CEREDIGION:  650  at 
Ynyshir  and  220  south  on  1st  Oct.  In  BRECON:  500  at  Llangorse  on  14th  Aug.,  movement 
appeared  to  peak  through  Llangorse  and  the  Usk  valley  in  drizzle  and  low  cloud  on  23rd 
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September.  3,000  drifted  S-SE  over  Llangorse  between  12  noon  and  3pm,  and  by  late 
afternoon  250/minute  moved  over  Crickhowell;  these  may  have  been  held  up  in  the  conditions 
as  part  of  an  impressive  20,000+  which  passed  into  Gwent  over  Glangrwyney  between  6pm  and 
7pm.  Movement  continued  for  at  least  another  two  days,  as  on  the  25th  an  estimated  3,000 
moved  SE  over  Llangasty  in  ten  minutes.  On  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  280  on  4th  Sept.,  1500 
on  the  5lh  and  350  on  the  22nd,  with  400  on  1st  Oct. 

Winter  records  of  singles  at  Nash  Point,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  11th  Dec.  and  at  Bosherston, 
PEMBROKE  on  7th  Dec. 


HOUSE  MARTIN  Delichon  urbicum  GWENNOL  Y  BONDO 

(C)  Summer  visitor,  well  distributed  and  locally  common.  Increasing. 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

21st  Mar. 

Ynysyfro  Res. 

15th  Oct. 

Uskmouth,  Llanfair  Discoed  & 

Peterstone 

E.  GLAM. 

4th  Apr. 

Mynydd  Bach 

19th  Oct. 

Flat  Holm 

GOWER 

13th  Apr. 

Cwm  Ivy 

6th  Oct. 

6,  Brynau/Cimla 

CARM. 

14th  Mar. 

Penclacwydd 

PEMB. 

7th  Apr. 

9  on  Ramsey  and  one  Pwllderi 

18th  Nov. 

Garron  Pill 

CERE. 

5th  Apr. 

Aberaeron 

BRECON 

14th  Apr. 

Cynala 

3rd  Oct. 

Hay  Bluff 

RADNOR 

12th  Oct. 

Presteigne 

MONT. 

4th  Apr. 

Berriew 

MEIRI. 

14th  Apr. 

Llanuwchllyn 

CAERN. 

10th  Apr. 

Bardsey 

4th  Oct. 

30  on  Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

1 5th  Mar. 

Llyn  Traffwll 

29th  Sept. 

Wylfa 

DENBIGH 

5th  Apr. 

Betws-yn-Rhos 

19th  Oct. 

Rhuddlan 

2  at  New  Quay,  CEREDIGION  on  16th  Jan. 


Large  counts  on  passage  included:  300  at  Llandevaud,  GWENT  on  13th  Sept.,  200  at  Llanfair 
Discoed  on  2nd  Oct.,  100  at  Goldcliff  &  Petersone  Gout  September  &  October;  in  E. 
GLAMORGAN:  125  at  Cardiff  Bay  on  11th  May,  100  at  Cardiff  Bay  on  28th  May,  250  at 
KNNR  on  28th  Sept.,  150  at  Ogmore  Est.  on  14th  Aug.  and  125  at  Cardiff  Bay  on  15th  Aug.;  On 
Skomer  283  birds  passed  over  12th  Apr-1 1th  June.  An  autumn  passage  of  602+  birds  1st  Sept.  - 
14th  Oct,  with  peak  of  300  east  on  30th  Sept.;  in  BRECON:  a  movement  over  Sennybridge  and 
Pentrebach  was  noted  on  8th  September  when  75+  were  present.  A  sandy-coloured  leucistic 
individual  was  among  140  passage  birds  at  Vale  Farm  (Lower  Chapel)  on  12th  Sept,  and  150 
were  over  Llanwrthwl  on  21st  Sept.;  200  at  Llanelwedd,  RADNOR  on  22nd  Aug.;  100  at 
Shotton  Steelworks,  FLINT  on  26th  Aug. 

RICHARD’S  PIPIT  Anthus  richardi  CORHEDYDD  Y RICHARD 

(A)  A  scarce  autumn  passage  migrant. 

All  records  were  of  singles:  at  Point  St.  John  by  Ramsey  Sound,  PEMBROKE  on  1 1th  Oct.;  at 
Tanybwlch,  CEREDIGION  1st  Jan.  -  7th  Feb.;  in  CAERNARFON:  on  Bardsey,  one  flew  south 
on  1st  Oct.,  one  was  seen  over  the  South  End  on  24th  Oct.  and  three  were  seen  (one  at  the  North 
End  and  two  flying  south  together)  on  4th  Nov.  Elsewhere,  there  was  a  1st  winter  bird  at 
Uwchmynydd  on  31st  Oct.  and  on  the  west  shore,  Llandudno  on  16th  Dec.;  on  ANGLESEY:  at 
Cemlyn  and  Carmel  Head  on  the  20th  Oct.,  at  the  Inland  Sea  on  the  24th  Oct.,  at  Holyhead 
Breakwater  Country  Park  on  the  24th  Oct.  and  over  Point  Lynas  on  the  30th  Oct.  West  of  Wylfa 
a  single  headed  west  over  Mynachdy  farm,  the  same  or  another  was  on  Carmel  Head  and 
another  individual  was  feeding  along  the  coast  path  at  Mynachdy,  all  on  the  21st  Oct. 
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TREE  PIPIT  A.  trivia! is  CORHEDYDD  Y  COED 

(C)  A  widely  distributed  and  locally  numerous  summer  visitor,  increasing.  Passage  migrant  in 
fairly  small  numbers,  best  marked  on  the  south  coast  in  autumn. 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

7th  Apr. 

Wentwood 

1 8th  Sept. 

5,  Goldcliff 

E.  GLAM. 

1 1th  Apr. 

Caerphilly  Common 

4th  Oct. 

Lavemock  Point 

PEMB. 

1 5th  Apr. 

Pantmaenog 

7th  Oct. 

Skomer 

CERE. 

13th  Apr. 

Ynyshir 

BRECON 

30th  Mar. 

Bronydd  Mawr 

1st  Sept. 

Llangasty 

RADNOR 

20th  Sept. 

Llyn  Heilyn 

MEIRI. 

30th  Apr. 

Cwm  Bychan 

CAERN. 

12th  Apr. 

Nant  Gwynant 

7th  Oct. 

Bardsey 

DENBIGH 

7th  Apr. 

Dulas  Valley 

FLINT 

14th  Apr. 

2,  Fenn’s  Moss 

Largest  counts  of  migrants  included:  in  GWENT:  44  at  Machen  on  8th  Sept.,  15  were  caught  at 
Goldcliff  in  August  and  10  at  Uskmouth  on  15lh  Sept. 

MEADOW  PIPIT  A.  pratensis  CORHEDYDD  Y  WA  UN 

(C)  A  widespread  and  numerous  breeding  species,  especially  on  moorland.  Winter  visitor  and 
passage  migrant.  Most  breeding  birds  are  summer  visitors. 

Breeding  reports:  in  BRECON:  at  least  92  territories  within  SN92  south-east  of  Sennybridge, 
64  in  a  limited  survey  on  MOD  Epynt  and  60+  within  SN81  in  the  upper  Swansea  valley;  388 
pairs  at  Lake  Vymwy,  MONTGOMERY  (38  pairs  /  square  km). 

Largest  flocks  were:  in  GWENT:  at  Goldcliff  150+  on  22nd  Sept.,  100  birds  on  the  29th,  35-40 
per  hour  moving  east  on  30th  &  100  on  6th  Oct.  and  150  at  Peterstone  Gout  on  2nd  Oct.;  in  E. 
GLAMORGAN:  500  at  East  Aberthaw  on  29lh  Sept.,  290  at  Gileston  on  13th  Sept,  and  245  at 
KNNR  on  30th  Sept.;  200  at  Garreg  Lwyd,CARMARTHEN  on  6th  Sept.;  in  CEREDIGION: 
200+  between  the  Camddwr  and  the  Tywi  on  9th  Sept.;  in  BRECON:  160  at  Llangasty 
meadows  on  26th  Sept.;  220+  on  Ruabon  Moor,  DENBIGH  on  29th  Mar. 

PECHORA  PIPIT  Antlms  gustavi  CORHEDYDD  Y  PECHORA 

(A)  Vagrant 

The  first  accepted  record  for  Wales  was  at  Goodwick  Moor  19th  -23rd  Nov. 
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ROCK  PIPIT  A.  petrosus  CORHEDYDD  Y  GRAIG 

(C)  A  breeding  resident  of  rocky  coastlines  in  all  coastal  counties  except  Flint  and  Gwent. 
Winter  visitor  in  small  numbers. 

In  PEMBROKE  there  were  20  breeding  territories  on  Ramsey  and  3  on  Bishops  and  Clerks.  In 
CAERNARFON  there  were  29  territories  on  Bardsey. 


A  bird  of  the  Scandinavian  race  littoralis  was  seen  on  Bardey  on 


14th  Mar.  and  two  on  21st  Oct. 


WATE R  PIPIT  A.  spinoletta  CORHEDYDD  Y  D WR 

(B)  A  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers,  mainly  recorded  in  coastal  areas  but  also,  less  frequently 
in  Wales,  inland.  Passage  migrant  in  small  numbers. 


GWENT  P/SF 
GOWER 
CARM. 
PEMB. 

CERE. 

MEIRE 

CAERN. 


J  F  M  A  M 

12  until  24th  Mar. 

1 

2  1  2+ 

1 

5  3?  3?  1 

1  1 


S  O  N  D 

1  14  4 

1 


1  3 

1 


Conwy  RSPB 
Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

FLINT  POA 


1 


YELLOW  WAGTAIL  Motacilla  flava 


(B)  A  summer  visitor,  now  breeding  regularly 

in  only  four  counties. 

J  F  M 

A 

M 

J 

J  A 

GWENT 

4 

Goldcliff 

30-40 

Sluice  Farm 

St.  Brides 

Uskmouth 

E.  GLAM. 

1 

1  5 

GOWER 

CARM 

Coedbach 

2 

PEMB. 

1 

3 

Skomer 

4 

2 

Skokholm 

Ramsey 

1 

2 

2 

CERE. 

3 

BRECON 

3 

Llangasty 

8-10  If 

RADNOR 

MONT. 

2 

3 

CAERN. 

Conwy  RSPB 

3 

1 

Great  Orme 

1 

SIGLENFELEN 

SON 

22-50 

15 

10 

15 

41 

1 

4 

8 

4 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 


Bardsey 


ANGLE. 

DENBIGH 

FLINT 


1 

1 

8  1 


The  largest  counts  in  GWENT  were  of  30-40,  mostly  juveniles,  seen  at  Goldclitt  between  29th 
July  and  8th  Aug.,  and  22-50  there  irregularly  between  23ui  Aug.  and  11th  Sept.;  41  and  25 
respectively  at  Rumney  Great  Wharf,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  4th  and  13th  Sept. 


442 


In  BRECON:  Engineering  works  at  both  Bronllys  by-pass  and  the  Transco  gas  pipeline  affected 
traditional  breeding  areas  in  the  Llynfi  and  Wye  valleys.  Consequently,  only  10  pairs  were 
located,  equally  using  potato  and  pasture  fields,  but  most  of  these  pairs  successfully  produced 
at  least  some  young.  A  pair  at  Ffordd  Fawr  in  potatoes  fledged  young.  10  pairs  bred  in 
RADNOR. 

Records  of  races  included: 

M.  f  flava  -  Blue-headed  Wagtail 

A  female  was  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  15th  May  and  one  at  Cemlyn,  ANGLESEY  on 
the  19th  then  2  on  the  20th  May. 

M.  f  thunbergii  -  Grey-headed  Wagtail:  male  at  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  1 1th  May  1987. 

GREY  WAGTAIL  Motacilla  cinerea  SIGLEN  L  WYD 

(C)  Locally  common  breeding  resident,  mainly  along  fast-flowing  streams  in  all  mainland 
counties  of  Wales.  Increasing  but  very  scarce  on  Anglesey.  Most  move  away  from  hills  in  the 
autumn  and  either  emigrate  or  frequent  sites  on  lower  ground. 

In  GWENT:  5  pairs  nested  on  the  Afon  Elonddu,  8  on  the  Monnow,  2  on  the  Trothy  and  5  in 
the  Angidy  Valley.  In  BRECON:  Thirty-two  breeding  pairs  were  located  with,  for  those  where 
the  nest-site  was  located,  a  high  proportion  favouring  bridges  and  river-bank  strengthening 
structures  such  as  gabion  baskets. 

PIED  WAGTAIL  M.  alba  SIGLEN  FRAITH 

(C)  A  common  and  widespread  breeding  resident  in  many  habitats.  Autumn  passage  migrant 
and  winter  visitor.  The  continental  race,  White  Wagtail,  M.a.  alba,  is  a  regular  passage 
migrant,  occasionally  breeding. 

In  GWENT:  a  roost  of  500-750  birds  was  noted  at  Raglan  on  8th  Mar.,  1,000  roosting  at 
Abergavenny  town  centre  on  16th  Dec.;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  350  at  Queen  Street,  Cardiff 
roost  on  5th  Jan.,  100  at  Culverhouse  Cross  on  14th  Feb.  and  100  at  Cilfynydd  on  28lh  Jan.;  in 

4.1.  4.L 

BRECON:  145  at  Brecon  Sewage  Works  on  26  January,  140  on  8  February,  and  150  again 
in  early  December.  The  reedbeds  at  Crannog,  Llangorse  held  a  roost  of  150  birds  on  13th  Sept.; 
in  CAERNARFON:  228  at  the  Gloddaeth  Street  -  Mostyn  Street  roundabout  in  Llandudno  on 
17th  Dec.,  with  237  on  19th  Dec. 


Approx,  county  totals  of  White  Wagtails  M.  a.  alba : 

- 

J 

F  M 

A 

M  J  J 

A 

S 

O 

GWENT 

2 

17+ 

8+ 

4 

6 

E.  GLAM. 

GOWER 

2 

3 

CARM. 

1 

4 

PEMB. 

3 

1 

7+ 

11  + 

1  + 

CERE. 

42+ 

10 

2 

RADNOR 

6 

MEIRE 

5 

CAERN. 

Bardsey 

15 

8  2 

8 

20 

3 

Conwy 

1 

78+ 

ANGLE. 

27+ 

DENBIGH 

1  + 

2+ 

2+ 

6+ 

FLINT 

51  + 

N  D 

9 


1 
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Large  counts  included:  in  CEREDIGION:  15+  at  Llanon  on  10th  Apr.,  20  at  Llanrhystud  28th 
Apr.;  70  at  Glan-y-mor  Elias,  CAERNARFON  on  25th  Apr.;  51  at  Gronant  FLINT  on  24lh  Apr. 

DIPPER  Cinclus  cinclus  BRONWEN  Y DWR 

(D)  Common  resident  of fast  flowing  streams,  particularly  in  hill  areas.  In  winter  some 
individuals  move  into  the  lowlands  and  also  make  use  of  estuaries,  rocky  coasts  and  lake 
edges. 


- •■+ 


WREN  Troglodytes  troglodytes  DRYW 

(C)  Abundant  resident,  found  from  sea-level  to  3,000ft. 

92  territories  on  Skomer,  10+  on  Skokholm  and  40  on  Ramsey,  PEMBROKE;  50  broods  on 
Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  and  102  pairs  at  Malltraeth  Marsh  RSPB,  CAERNARFON. 

Large  counts  included:  100  on  Skomer  on  4th  Oct. 

DUNNOCK  Prunella  modularis  LLYWD  Y  GWRYCH 

(C)  Abundant  breeding  resident.  Passage  migrant  and  possible  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers. 
The  highest  counts  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  were  at  Ystrad/Llwynypia  where  ; 

ROBIN  Erithacus  ru  been  la  ROBIN  GOCH 

(C)  A  common  and  widespread  resident  in  all  counties  and  a  passage  migrant. 

In  autumn  migrant  influxes  resulted  in  high  counts  of:  in  PEMBROKE:  numbers  built  up  in 
autumn  from  July  onwards  on  Ramsey  with  cl 00  in  October,  then  dropping  down  to  around  20- 
30  by  end  of  December.  Similarly  on  Skomer,  50  by  13th  Sept.,  before  a  further  influx  on  the 
morning  of  27th  Sept,  brought  numbers  up  to  100.  Numbers  remained  high  through  October 
and  November.  CAERNARFON:  an  influx  onto  Bardsey  in  Sept,  and  Oct.,  max.  42  on  29th 
Sept.  55  on  16lh  Oct.  and  42  on  19th  Oct. 
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RED-FLANKED  BLUETAIL  Tarsiger  cyanurus  CYNFFONLAS  YSTLYSGOCHS 

(A)  Rare  vagrant. 

First  Welsh  record  of  a  male  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  1st  Oct. 


BLUETHROAT  Luscinia  svecica  BRONLAS 

(A)  A  rare  visitor. 

A  red-spotted  male  at  Arenig  Fawr,  MEIRIONNYDD  10th  -  19th  June. 

BLACK  REDSTART  Phoenicurus  ochruros  TINGOCH  DU 

(C)  Spring  and  autumn  passage  migrant.  Winter  visitor  in  small  numbers. 


Breakdown  of  records  (minima)  by  month  for  each  county: 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

5 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

1 

2 

E.  GLAM. 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

GOWER 

1 

2 

3 

1 

4 

CARM. 

1 

2 

2 

1 

PEMB. 

1 

2 

10 

Skomer 

7 

CERE. 

2 

1 

1 

7 

3 

1 

MEIRI. 

1 

CAERN. 

2 

1 

3 

1 

Bardsey 

1 

1 

13+ 

ANGLE. 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

REDSTART  Phoenicurus  phoenicurus  TINGOCH 

(C)  A  numerous  breeding  species  in  deciduous  woodland  and  ffridd  in  many  parts  of  upland 
Wales.  Locally  common  elsewhere;  scarce  on  Anglesey  and  Pembroke.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 
Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

14th  Apr. 

Graig  Goch 

7th  Sept. 

Langybi 

E.  GLAM. 

20™  Mar. 

Deri 

1 9th  Nov. 

Flat  Holm 

GOWER 

12th  Apr. 

Kitchen  Comer 

23rd  Aug. 

Weobley  Castle 

CARM. 

10th  Apr. 

Cilsan  Bridge 

2 Its  Oct. 

Carmarthen  Bay  CP 

PEMB. 

7th  Apr. 

Deer  Park 

7th  Oct. 

Ramsey 

CERE. 

10th  Apr. 

Hendre  Quarry 

BRECON 

11th  Apr. 

Cynala 

9th  Sept. 

Lloegr 

RADNOR 

4th  Apr. 

Elan  Valley 

19th  Sept. 

Elan  Valley 

MEIRI. 

20™  Apr. 

Tonfana 

10th  Nov. 

Mawddach  Est. 

CAERN. 

14th  Apr. 

Llyn  Cowlyd 

ANGLE. 

29th  Apr. 

Brynteg 

DENBIGH 

8th  Apr. 

Llangollen 

FLINT 

14th  Apr. 

Gronant 

Counts  of  singing  males  included  CEREDIGION:  14  singing  males  at  Cwm  Einion  on  7th  May 
and  20  singing  males  at  Cwm  Doethie  on  12th  June;  in  BRECON:  64+  in  the  west  of  the  county 
(41  territorial  males  were  in  19  of  the  38  1km  squares  within  SN92),  29  on  MOD  Epynt,  and  8- 
10  territories  on  Mynydd  Aberyscir  and  adjoining  hedgerows. 
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WHINCHAT  Saxicola  rubetra  CREC  YR  EITHIN 

(C)  Summer  breeding  visitor;  now  predominantly  a  species  of  upland  areas.  Declining. 


Table  of  earliest  and  latest 

Earliest 

GWENT 

5th  Apr. 

E.  GLAM. 

2nd  Apr. 

GOWER 

1 0th  Apr. 

CARM. 

25th  Apr. 

PEMB. 

12th  Apr. 

CERE. 

18th  Apr. 

BRECON 

14th  Apr. 

CAERN. 

23rd  Apr. 

ANGLE. 

22nd  Apr. 

DENB. 

1st  Apr. 

FLINT 

23rd  Apr. 

reports  in  each  county: 

Site 

Trefil 

Perthcelyn 

Fairwood  Common 

Banc  y  Lord 

Plumstone 

Nant  y  Moch 

Pontsticill 

Great  Orme 

Soldier’s  Point 

Horseshoe  Pass 

Connahs  Quay 


Latest 

Site 

9th  Oct. 

Machen  Mountain 

19th  Oct. 

2,  Kenfig 

21st  Aug. 

Mewslade 

8th  Sept. 

2,  Banc  y  Lord 

10th  Oct. 

Ramsey 

22nd  Sept. 

Ty  Bach 

3rdOct. 

Bardsey 

Counts  included:  in  GWENT:  16  males  at  Cwm  Pysgotwr  /  Doethie,  CEREDIGION  on  12th 
June;  in  BRECON:  increasingly  local  during  the  breeding  season,  with  birds  absent  from  some 
former  sites  in  the  Beacons  and  on  Epynt,  where  only  two  pairs  were  found.  However,  9-10 
pairs  bred  on  the  Elenydd,  two  pairs  at  both  Craig  Cerrig  Gleisiad  and  Glasfynydd  clearfells, 
and  single  pairs  at  Nantyofferiad  (Cwmowen),  Cefn  Cul,  Pantmawr,  Ysgirfechan  BBS  and 
Bwlch.  Nine  pairs  were  noted  on  the  Migneint,  MEIRIONNYDD  (not  a  lull  survey). 

STONECHAT  Saxicola  torquatus  CLOCHDAR  Y  CERRIG 

(C)  Breeding  resident,  locally  common  in  coastal  areas  and  spreading  inland.  Increasing. 
Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

Bred  at  48  localities  on  GOWER;  20  pairs  bred  on  Ramsey,  PEMBROKE  compared  to  7  in 
2006;  in  BRECON:  Sixty-eight  breeding  pairs  were  found,  many  at  regular  sites  on  common- 
land.  The  number  of  family  parties,  and  juveniles  within  them,  were  much  reduced  reflecting  a 
poor  breeding  season;  13  pairs  nested  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON,  fledging  56  young.  The 
overall  productivity  here  was  4.31  chicks  per  pair. 

Largest  count  was  of  25  at  Blaencaerau  Farm,  Maesteg,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  4th  Sept. 

WHEATEAR  Oenanthe  oenanthe  TINWEN  Y  GARN 

(C)  Summer  visitor  and  passage  migrant.  Locally  common,  favouring  upland  areas  with  sheep- 
grazed  turf 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

1  7th  Mar. 

Brynmawr 

30th  Oct. 

Peterstone  Gout 

E.  GLAM. 

17th  Feb. 

3, Flat  Holm 

16th  Nov. 

2,  Flat  Holm 

GOWER 

21st  Mar. 

Wemhalog 

27th  Oct. 

2,  Port  Talbot  Harbour 

CARM. 

10th  Mar. 

Cynghordy 

CERE. 

11th  Mar. 

Tanbwlch 

BRECON 

9th  Mar. 

Pwll  Du 

13th  Oct. 

2  at  Mynydd  Aberyscir 

RADNOR 

29th  mar. 

Elan  Valley 

MONT. 

18th  Apr. 

William  Condry  Reserve 

MEIRI. 

27th  Mar. 

Mochras 

10th  Nov. 

Mawddach 

CAERN. 

12th  Mar. 

Great  Orme  &Conwy  RSPB 

28th  Oct. 

Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

12th  Mar. 

2Holyhead  Breakwater  CP 

22nd  Oct. 

Holyhead  Breakwater  CP 

FLINT 

16th  Mar. 

Rhyl' 

15th  Oct. 

Connahs  Quay 

Counts  in  BRECON  included:  66  territories  were  occupied  at  widespread  locations,  with  10  on 
MOD  Epynt,  7  at  Fan  Gyhirych  (Cnewr),  5  at  both  Gamrhiw  (Llanwrthwl)  and  Penwyllt,  and  4 
at  Creigau  Duon  and  3  at  Cwm  Irfon. 
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Birds  showing  characteristics  of  the  Greenland  race  leucorhoa  were:  5  at  Rumney  Great  Wharf, 
E.  GLAMORGAN  on  lsl  May  and  a  single  there  on  the  21st;  one  at  Mewslade,  4  at  Kitchen 
Comer  and  7  between  Mewslade  and  Rhossili,  all  GOWER  on  2nd  May;  2  at  Garreg  Lwyd, 
CARMARTHEN  on  26th  May;  in  CEREDIGION:  in  late  April/May  with  a  peak  count  of  90  at 
Llanrhystud  on  29th  Apr.  and  43  at  Ynyshir  on  15th  May;  in  CAERNARFON:  on  the  Great 
Orme  between  14th  Apr.  and  1st  June,  with  the  majority  being  of  this  race  throughout  end  of 
April,  May  and  last  bird  on  1st  June.  Many  of  the  birds  on  Bardsey  were  also  of  this  race;  a 
female  at  Alaw  Est.,  ANGLESEY  on  28th  Oct. 

DESERT  WHEATEAR  Oenanthe  deserti  TINWEN  Y  DIFFAETHWCH 

(A)  A  rare  vagrant. 

A  male  at  Towyn,  DENBIGH  on  the  20th  Nov.  was  the  5th  Welsh  record. 

BLUE  ROCK  THRUSH  Monticola  solitarius  BRONFRAITH  LAS  Y  GRAIG 

(A)  A  rare  vagrant. 

A  male  in  the  Elan  Valley,  RADNOR  on  1 1th  Apr.  was  only  the  6th  for  Britain  but  the  2nd  for 
Wales  after  one  at  Moel-y-gest,  Caernarfon  on  4th  June  1987. 

RING  OUZEL  Turdus  torquatus  MWYALCHEN  Y  MYNYDD 

(B)  Summer  visitor  breeding  in  the  uplands  in  decreasing  numbers;  passage  migrant.  Wales  - 
Red  listed. 

Breakdown  of  records  (minima  -  not  including  breeding  records)  by  month  for  each  county: 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M  June  A  S 

O 

N 

GWENT 

2 

1 

2 

E.  GLAM. 

4 

30 

1 

GOWER 

1 

1 

CARM. 

1 

3 

5 

PEMB. 

1 

2 

1 

Skomer 

3 

3 

Ramsey 

3 

CERE. 

3 

2 

1 

BRECON 

1 

3-4 

10+ 

RADNOR 

MEIRI. 

1 

3 

19 

1 

CAERN. 

1 

Great  Orme 

18+ 

2  1 

1 

Bardsey 

6 

1  5+ 

ANGLE. 

DENBIGH 

2 

1 

12  at  Cwm  Cadlanon,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  30th  Sept. 

All  the  breeding  information  received  was:  in  BRECON:  only  four  pairs  could  be  located  at 
three  traditional  breeding  sites,  juveniles  subsequently  seen  with  three  of  these  pairs; 
RADNOR:  7  pairs  at  4  sites.  Earliest  bird  seen  14th  Jan.  and  there  were  17  in  the  Elan  Valley  on 
24th  Oct.  MONTGOMERY:  3  pairs  bred  at  Lake  Vymwy  and  1-2  pairs  at  Llangynog. 
MEIRIONNYDD:  at  Manod  Mawr,  on  Mynydd  Llanbedr,  Nantcol  valley,  Llanbedr,  Aran 
Benllyn,  Aran  Fawddwy,  Craig  Cwm  Du  near  Craiglyn  Dyfi,  in  the  Rhinog  range  at  Moel 
Ysgyfamogod,  in  Cwm  Moch,  at  Llyn  Bodlyn,  at  Cwm  Nantcol  (2),  at  Diffwys,  at  Arenig 
Fawr,  in  Cwm  Cywarch  and  a  male  near  Bwlch  Siglen,  Cwm  Maesglasau.  Three  pairs  on  the 
Migneint  (not  a  full  survey),  one  pair  on  Craig  Nyth  Gigfran,  Rhiwbryfdir  and  at  least  1  pair  at 
the  mouth  of  Cwm  Cwmorthin,  Tanygrisiau. 

CAERNARFON:  on  Moel  Faban  (2),  on  Tal  y  Fan,  below  Foel  Fras,  at  Ysgolion  Duon, 
Bethesda,  at  Pant  y  Griafolen,  near  Pen  y  Gaer,  near  Llyn  Eigiau,  on  Camedd  Dafydd,  near 
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Llyn  Cowlyd  (2),  Dinorwig  Power  (2),  Anafon  valley,  Aber  valley,  Tryfan,  Nant  Peris  (3)  and 
Ffynnon  Llugwy.  On  the  Snowdon  massif,  there  were  two  on  the  lower  slopes  of  Lliwedd  and 
Yr  Aran,  at  Bwlch  Mawr,  Clynnog  (5),  Cwm  Pennant,  Cwm  Trwsgwl,  on  Foel  Lwyd  and  Nant 
Ffrancon.  DENBIGH:  at  World’s  End,  at  Moel  y  Parc  and  at  the  Horseshoe  Pass. 

BLACKBIRD  Turdus  merula  MWYALCHEN 

(D)  Abundant  breeding  resident,  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor. 

FIELDFARE  Turdus  pilaris  SOCAN  EIRA 

(C)  A  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant  in  variable  numbers;  usually  abundant. 

Table  of  latest  and  earliest  reports  in  each  county: 


Latest 

Site 

Earliest 

Site 

GWENT 

8th  Apr. 

Newport  Wetlands 

22nd  Sept. 

Abergavenny 

E.  GLAM. 

5th  May 

Peace  Park,  Mountain  Ash 

29th  Sept. 

Darren  y  Bannau,  Maeteg 

CARM 

8th  Apr. 

Nantgaredig 

PEMB. 

1st  Apr. 

Geliy 

CERE. 

27th  Sept. 

Aberystwyth 

BRECON 

8th  Oct. 

Grwyne  Res. 

MEIRI. 

5th  Apr. 

4,  Penllyn  Marsh 

CAERN. 

13th  Apr. 

Bardsey 

2nd  Oct. 

Great  Orme 

ANGLE. 

1 7th  Apr. 

Brynteg 

7th  Oct. 

Carmel  Head 

DENBIGH 

7th  Apr. 

2,  Foel  Ganol 

4th  Oct. 

25  at  Penycae 

FLINT 

1 st  Apr. 

40  at  Northop  Hall 

11th  Oct. 

1 0  at  Rhuddlan 

Notable  counts:  in  GWENT:  350  at  Goldcliff  on  6th  Feb.  with  250  on  18th,  500  at  Farmland 
Lane  on  10th  Nov.,  250  at  Goldcliff  on  31s1  Oct.  and  300  at  Osbaston  on  17lh  Nov.;  305  at  Y 
Bwlwarcau,  Maesteg,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  24th  Jan.,  1,909  at  Kenfig  on  30th  Oct.  and  2,000  at 
Lavernock  Point  on  5th  Nov.;  400  at  Mewslade,  GOWER  on  3ui  Oct.  with  300  there  on  2nd 
Nov.;  in  PEMBROKE:  750  over  Maes  y  Gam,  Crymych  on  20th  Oct.,  CERDIGION:  Notable 
counts  in  the  first  winter  period  included  250  at  Llanon  and  500  at  Llanrhystud  following  snow 
on  8th  Feb.  In  autumn,  the  first  record  was  one  calling  at  night  over  Aberystwyth  on  27th  Sept, 
with  10-15  at  Trisant  the  next  day.  The  highest  count  in  the  second  winter  period  was  250  at 
Llanfair  Clydogau  on  1 6th  Dec. 

BRECON:  during  January /February  flock-size  was  improved  compared  to  recent  years,  with 
250  roosting  on  Battle  Hill  on  31st  Jan.,  350  feeding  on  Epynt  on  12th  Feb.,  and  250  at  Bronydd 
Mawr  a  week  later.  Birds  moving  through  in  March  included  45  at  Old  Trefil  quarry  on  15th 
and  180  at  Waun  Rydd  the  following  day.  The  last  significant  Bocks  were  60  at  Llwynfynwent 
Woods  on  4lh  Apr.,  and  48  at  Llansantffraed  on  7th.  Return  in  the  autumn  was  earlier,  and 
involved  more  birds  than  for  some  years,  with  the  first  seen  at  Grwyne  Fawr  reservoir  on  8lh 
Oct.  Thereafter,  reported  almost  daily  until  9th  November  when  most  birds  had  gone  through, 
notable  counts  being  200  at  Llangorse  on  14th  Oct.,  400  at  Felincamlais  on  2H',  300  at  Cynala 
on  25th,  400  at  Penrhos  (Llanwrthwl)  on  28th,  and  300  at  Claerwen  two  days  later.  No  flocks 
exceeded  70  birds  after  13th  Nov.  750  at  Hundred  House,  RADNOR  on  1st  Nov.  and  300  in  the 
Elan  Valley  on  19th  Oct.;  5-600  at  William  Condry  Reserve,  MONTGOMERY  in  October. 

SONG  THRUSH  Turdus plulomelos  BRONFRAITH 

(D)  A  widely  distributed  and  fairly  common  resident ,  formerly  abundant.  Increasing.  Winter 
visitor  and  passage  migrant.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 
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REDWING  Turdus  iliacus  COCH  DAN-ADAIN 

(C)  An  abundant  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant;  particularly  numerous  in  severe  winters. 
Table  of  latest  and  earliest  reports  in  each  county: 


Latest 

Site 

Earliest 

Site 

GWENT 

4th  Apr. 

Peterstone  Gout 

27th  Sept. 

Tredegar 

E.  GLAM. 

1 5th  Apr. 

3,  Kenfig 

27th  Sept. 

Barry  Island 

PEMB. 

21st  May 

Skomer 

CERE. 

27th  Sept. 

Aberystwyth 

BRECON 

7th  Apr. 

2,  Llansantffraed 

27th  Sept. 

Goytre 

RADNOR 

27th  Sept. 

3,  Elan  Valley 

MEIRI. 

11th  Oct. 

7,  Mawddach 

CAERN. 

4th  May 

Bardsey 

28th  Sept. 

Rachub 

ANGLE. 

15th  Apr. 

Brynteg 

27th  Sept. 

Llansadwm 

DENBIGH 

30th  Mar. 

20  at  Bontuchel 

27th  Sept. 

World’s  End 

FLINT 

1st  Apr. 

N,.  Hall  &  Rhuddlan 

24th  Sept. 

2,  Connahs  Quay 

Large  counts  included:  in  GWENT:  250  at  Skirrid  Fach  on  1st  Jan.,  3,100  at  Gilwem  on  8th  Feb. 
and  1,500  on  the  10th,  500  at  Caerleon,  450  at  Gilwem,  350  at  Goldcliff,  300  at  Peterstone 
Gout;  in  E.  GFAMORGAN:  120  at  Wern  Tawr  on  5th  Jan.,  12,000  moving  through  Lavemock, 
676  at  Mynydd  Bach,  Maeteg  &  400  at  Cwmbach  all  on  5th  Nov.;  in  PEMBROKE:  1,000  over 
Pen  Anglas  on  15th  Nov.;  CEREDIGION:  300  at  Llanrhystud  and  150  at  Aberaeron  on  8lh  Feb., 
200+  at  Trisant  28  Sept,  and  a  large  movement  was  seen  at  Llanfair  Clydogau  on  15th 
November  with  1,500  to  NE  in  two  hours;  BRECON:  150  at  Llanwrthwl  on  7lh  Janu.,  150  at 
both  Llanwrthwl  on  13th  Oct.  and  Llangasty  on  24th;  400  at  Black  Mixen  on  28th  Sept,  and  800 
at  Llyn  Heilyn  on  7th  Oct.,  RADNOR;  1,000  at  Dolydd  Hafren,  MONTGOMERY  on  25th  Oct.; 
100  at  Tonfanau,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  4th  Nov.;  300  passed  over  Penrhyn  Bay, 
CAERNARFON  in  20,minutes  on  7th  Oct.;  on  ANGLESEY:  870  passed  Trwyn  Du  (Penmon 
Point)  on  the  28th  Sept,  and  1000+  over  Menai  Bridge  on  the  30lh  Oct.;  550  at  Penycae, 
DENBIGH  on  4th  Mar. 

MISTLE  THRUSH  Turdus  viscivorus  BRYCH  Y  COED 

(C)  A  fairly  common  resident;  many  young  birds  emigrate  in  their  first  autumn. 

Largest  counts  were:  70  in  Llanwonno  Forest,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  12th  Aug.;  52  Margam 
Park  /  Cwm  Maelog,  GOWER  on  29th  Sept,  and  79  at  Margam  Abbey  on  7th  Oct.;  a  flock  of  50 
at  Mynydd  Aberyscir,  BRECON  on  19th  Aug.,  50  at  Goytre,  Ystradfellte  on  27th  Oct.;  50+ 
above  Llanfairfechan,  CAERNARFON  on  14lh  July,  52  passed  through  the  Great  Orme 
between  12th  Sept,  and  3rd  Oct.  with  max  of  22  on  30th  Sept. 

CETTES  WARBLER  Cettia  cetti  TELOR  CETTI 

( B )  Scarce  breeding  resident  in  south  Wales  and  Anglesey ,  increasing;  occasionally  recorded 
on  passage. 

All  records  listed,  numbers  refer  to  singing  males:  in  GWENT  36  at  Newport  Wetlands  in  April 
where  a  total  of  44  new  birds  were  ringed  (15  were  re-trapped),  also  at  7  other  sites  on  the 
levels  and  at  Llangedfedd  Res.;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  at  Kenfig  (8)  and  one  or  two  at  7  other 
sites;  GOWER:  Oxwich  (6),  Crymlyn  Bog/Burrows  (7),  Pant-y-Sais  (4),  Eglyws  Nunydd  Res. 
(6),  Margam  Moors  (16),  Kenfig  rivermouth  (3),  Neath  Square  Pond  (3)  and  at  13  other  sites; 
in  CARMARTHEN:  27  singing  birds  at  12  sites;  in  PEMBROKE:  at  Goodwick  (3),  Teifi 
Marshes  (3)  and  Tenby  marsh  (3);  one  at  Ynyshir,  CEREDIGION  on  2nd  July;  in  BRECON  at 
Llangorse:  one  singing  in  February  but  3  juvs.  trapped  on  27  Sept.  4  singing  in  November;  at 
Llyn^Tegid,  MEIRdONNYDD  on  28th  Mar.;  at  Dolgarrog  Station,  CAERNARFON  29th  Apr. 
&  4th  May  -  8th  June;  on  ANGLESEY:  at  Valley  lakes  there  were  3  singing  birds  on  the  20lh 
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Feb.  &  13th  May.  Singles  were  recorded  in  Red  Wharf  Bay  in  early  April  &  12lh  May,  at 
Malltraeth  RSPB  in  early  April  and  at  Cors  Erddreiniog  on  the  19th  Nov. 


GRASSHOPPER  WARBLER  Locustella.  naevia  TROELL  WR  BACH 

(C)  Summer  visitor,  widely  but  thinly  distributed  in  all  counties.  Passage  migrant.  Wales  -  Red 


listed. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

1 5th  Apr. 

Newport  Wetlands 

24th  Aug. 

Newport  Wetlands 

E.  GLAM. 

10th  Apr. 

Kenfig 

8th  Sept. 

Lavemock 

GOWER 

10th  Apr. 

Mynydd  bach 

13th  Aug. 

Oxwich 

CARM. 

1 5th  Apr. 

Penclacwydd 

PEMB. 

12th  Apr. 

Dale 

CERE. 

13th  Apr. 

Cors  Caron  &  Ynyshir 

BRECON 

27th  Apr. 

Y  Gors 

27th  July 

Crai 

MONT. 

20th  Apr. 

William  Condry  Reserve 

MEIRI. 

10th  Apr. 

Harlech 

CAERN. 

1 1th  Apr. 

Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

13th  Apr. 

South  Stack 

DENBIGH 

21st  Apr. 

Worlds  End 

FLINT 

24th  Apr. 

Gronant 

Breeding  information  as 

follows:  17  terriories  on  lowland  Ynyshir, 

CEREDIGION;  6-8  males 

at  William  Condry  Reserve,  MONTGOMERY;  10 

singing  males  at  Malltraeth  Marsh  RSPB, 

CAERNARFON; 

AQUATIC  WARBLER  Acroceplialus  paludicola 

TELOR  YDWR 

(A)  A  rare  visitor. 

One  at  Uskmouth,  GWENT  on  12th  &  13th  Sept,  was 

the  only  record. 

SEDGE  WARBLER  Acroceplialus  schoenobaenus 

TELOR  YR  HESG 

(C)  A  locally  distributed  summer  visitor,  numerous 

in  some  sites,  increasing;  plentiful  passage 

migrant. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 

Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

8th  Apr. 

Newport  Wetlands 

7th  Oct. 

Uskmouth 

E.  GLAM. 

9th  Apr. 

Kenfig 

GOWER 

15th  Apr. 

Pant-y-Sais 

22nd  Sept. 

Kitchen  Corner 

CARM 

14th  Apr. 

Pwll 

PEMB. 

14th  Apr. 

Teifi  Marshes 

27th  Sept. 

Skomer 

CERE. 

13th  Apr. 

Aberystwyth 

BRECON 

17th  Apr. 

Llangasty 

RADNOR 

27th  Apr. 

St.  Harmon 

MEIRI. 

30th  Apr. 

Portmagog  -  Harlech 

CAERN. 

15th  Apr. 

Conwy  RSPB 

2nd  Oct. 

Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

18th  Apr. 

Lin  Penrhyn  &  Dinam 

FLINT 

22nd  Apr. 

2  at  Shotton  Steelworks 

Largest  counts  were:  23  at  Kenfig  on  23ui  Apr.;  28  at  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN  on  29th 
Apr.;  54  territories  Ynyshir,  CEREDIGION. 

44  caught  at  Uskmouth,  GWENT  on  5lh  Aug.  and  85  on  the  13th  (lower  than  in  recent  years). 
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REED  WARBLER  Acrocephalus  scirpaceus  TELOR  Y  CYRS 

(C)  Local  summer  visitor,  breeding  in  reedbeds  in  many  counties,  increasing;  scarce  passage 


migrant. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

14th  Apr. 

Uskmouth 

7th  Oct. 

Uskmouth 

E.  GLAM. 

21st  Apr. 

Kenfig 

12th  Oct. 

Kenfig 

GOWER 

1 8th  Apr. 

Oxwich 

29th  Aug. 

20,  Oxwich 

CARM. 

26th  Apr. 

Carmarthen 

PEMB. 

27th  Apr. 

Teifi  Marshes 

CERE. 

23rd  Apr. 

Ynyshir 

BRECON 

I  5th  Apr. 

Llangasty 

MONT. 

24th  Apr. 

Dolydd  Hafren 

CAERN. 

19th  Apr. 

Conwy  RSPB 

7th  Sept. 

Conwy  RSPB 

ANGLE. 

18th  Apr. 

2  Llyn  Penrhyn 

FLINT 

24th  Apr. 

Gronant 

In  GWENT:  38  the  largest  spring  count  at  Uskmouth,  in  June,  53  in  August.  A  total  of  307 
caught  there  during  the  year,  max.  53  on  5th  Aug.  and  30  on  8th  Sept,  (as  with  the  last  species, 
considerably  down  on  previous  years);  44  at  Cardiff  Bay  Wetlands,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  19  1 
July;  16  singing  at  Oxwich,  GOWER  on  8th  June;  35  at  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN  on  29th 
Apr.;  18  territories  on  lowland  Ynyshir  and  15+  at  Teifi  Marshes,  CEREDIGION;  28  territories 
at  Llangorse,  BRECON. 

BOOTED  WARBLER  Hippolais  caligata  TELOR  BACSIOG 

(A)  A  rare  vagrant. 

The  fourth  accepted  Welsh  record  was  of  one  caught  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  30lh  Aug. 
2005.  The  first  Welsh  record  was  at  Skokholm,  Pembroke,  25th  -  28th  Sept.  1993.  This  was 
followed  by  one  on  Bardsey  25th  -  26th  Sept.  1998  and  one  on  Skomer,  Pembroke,  14th  -  15th 
Sept.  2000. 

MELODIOUS  WARBLER  Hippolais polyglotta  TELOR  PER 

(A)  A  scarce  but  regular  migrant. 

The  only  accepted  record  was  of  one  caught  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  1 8th  June. 

BLACKCAP  Sylvia  atricapilla  TELOR  PENDDU 

(C)  A  plentiful  summer  visitor  throughout  Wales,  increasing;  passage  migrant  and  small-scale 
winter  visitor. 

Only  wintering  records  are  given  for  this  common  breeding  species,  the  table  below  gives  min. 
totals  for  both  winter  periods,  for  each  county,  where  information  available: 


Jan 

Feb 

Nov  Dec 

GWENT 

15 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

17  records 

38  records 

GOWER 

13  birds 

6  birds 

PEMBROKE 

3 

1 

CEREDIGION 

3 

2 

1  4 

BRECON 

3 

2 

6 

RADNOR 

4 

MEIRIONNYDD 

3 

3 

1 

CAERNARFON 

2 

1 

ANGLESEY 

4 

4 

1 
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GARDEN  WARBLER  Sylvia  borin  TELOR  YR  ARDD 

(C)  A  common  and  widely  distributed  summer  visitor.  Regular  passage  migrant. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

13th  Apr. 

Dixton 

30th  Sept. 

Bulmore 

E.  GLAM. 

6th  Apr. 

Flat  Holm 

4th  Oct. 

Lavemock  Point 

GOWER 

26th  Apr. 

2,  Lower  Lliw  Res. 

12th  Sept. 

Mewslade 

CARM. 

1 7th  Apr. 

Cynghordy 

PEMB. 

18th  Apr. 

Angle 

CERE. 

14th  Apr. 

Llanrhystud 

BRECON 

22nd  Apr. 

Llangasty 

6th  Sept. 

Danyfan 

MEIRE 

29th  Apr. 

Coed  Llechwedd 

CAERN. 

23rd  Apr. 

Bardsey 

16th  Oct. 

Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

28™  Apr. 

Menai  Bridge 

23rd  Nov. 

Valley 

DENBIGH 

1 5th  Apr. 

Bwlchgywn 

FLINT 

29th  Apr. 

Buckley 

Largest  count 

was  of  12  at  East  Aberthaw  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  22 

Aug. 

LESSER  WHITETH  ROAT  Sylvia  curruca 

LL  WYDFRON  FA  CH 

(C)  A  summer  visitor,  declining.  Passage  migrant  in 

small  numbers. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 

Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

1 3th  Apr. 

Dixton 

10th  Sept. 

Newport  Wetlands 

E.  GLAM. 

16th  Apr. 

Canton/Leckwith 

4th  Oct. 

Lavemock 

GOWER 

1 1th  Apr. 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

27th  Sept. 

Mewslade 

CARM. 

15th  Apr. 

Coedbach 

PEMB. 

16th  Apr. 

Dale 

11th  Oct. 

Skomer 

CERE. 

14th  Apr. 

Llanrhystud  &  Teifi  Marshes 

BRECON 

19th  Apr. 

Dderw 

MEIRE 

29th  Apr. 

Tonfanau 

CAERN. 

22nd  Apr. 

Conwy  RSPB 

14th  Oct. 

Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

13th  Apr. 

South  Stack 

DENB. 

14th  Apr. 

Holt,  Marford,  Hen  House 

FLINT 

20th  Apr. 

Rhuddlan  &  Pantymwyn 

The  largest  count  was  of  12  at  Pant  Norton,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  17  Aug.  Reported  from  34 

locations  in  that  county. 

WHITETH  RO AT  Sylvia  communis  LL  WYDFRON 

(C)  A  widespread  summer  visitor;  formerly  abundant.  Common  passage  migrant. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

17th  Apr. 

Newport 

16th  Sept. 

Uskmouth 

E.  GLAM. 

14th  Apr. 

Kenfig 

26th  Sept. 

E.  Aberthaw  &  Nash  Point 

GOWER 

14th  Apr. 

Near  Port  Talbot  Station 

22nd  Sept. 

4  Kitchen  Comer 

CARM. 

13th  Apr. 

Burry  Port 

23rd  Sept. 

PEMB. 

1 8th  Apr. 

Gann 

Ramsey  &  Skomer 

CERE. 

1 8th  Apr. 

Ynyshir  &  3,  Penderi 

1 5th  Sept. 

BRECON 

27th  Apr. 

Ty  Mawr 

Mvnydd  Aberyscir 

CAERN. 

17th  Apr. 

Great  Orme 

ANGLE. 

22nd  Apr. 

Llyn  Rhos  Ddu 

DENBIGH 

20th  Apr. 

Trevalyn  Meadows 

FLINT 

1 8th  Apr. 

Connahs  Quay 

The  largest  count  was  of  50  at  Kenfig,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  28th  Apr. 
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DARTFORD  WARBLER  Sylvia  undata  TELOR  DARTFORD 

(B)  A  rare  migrant  to  coastal  areas  of  south  Wales.  Bred  in  1998  and  in  small  numbers 
subsequently,  increasing.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

Reported  from  16  sites  in  E.  GLAMORGAN,  with  breeding  proved  at  3;  in  GOWER:  bred  at  7 
sites,  probably  bred  at  one  more  and  reported  from  a  further  14+  sites;  at  one  site  in 
CARMARTHEN;  in  PEMBROKE:  present  at  5+  sites. 


SUBALPINE  WARBLER  Sylvia  cantillans  TELOR  BRONGOCH 

(A)  Rare  vagrant. 

A  male  was  trapped  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  4  May.  This  bird  was  identified  as 
belonging  to  the  Eastern  race  S.  c.  albistriata.  Another  male  bird  was  trapped  here  on  24th  May, 
and  was  thought  to  be  of  the  same  race. 

BARRED  WARBLER  Sylvia  nisoria  TELOR  RHESOG 

(A)  A  rare  visitor.  . 

The  only  record  was  of  a  lsl  winter  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  14th  Oct. 

YELLOW-BROWED  WARBLER  Phylloscopus  inornatus  TELOR  AELFELYN 

(A)  A  scarce  to  uncommon  but  rapidly  increasing,  autumn  passage  migrant. 

All  records  were  of  singles  in  October  unless  stated:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  at  Kenfig  NNR 
from  10th  Oct.  to  14th  Dec.  2  at  East  Aberthaw  on  12th  Oct,  2  at  Cwm  Nash/Blaen-y-Cwm  on 
13th  Oct.  where  a  single  was  subsequently  recorded  up  to  25th  Oct.,  at  Maesteg  from  24th  Oct.  to 
12th  Nov.  and  at  Ogmore-by-Sea  on  2E1  Nov.;  on  GOWER:  at  Mewslade  on  20th  Oct.,  two 
there  on  the  23rd,  one  on  the  24th  and  2nd  Nov.  One  also  at  Winch  Wen  on  23ld  Oct.;  in 
PEMBROKE:  at  Porth  Clais  on  4th  Oct.,  followed  singles  on  Skomer  on  the  6th,  on  Ramsey  on 
the  7th  -8th,  another  on  Skomer  on  the  1 1th  with  two  others  there  on  the  14th  and  one  at  St. 
Bride’s  on  the  same  day.  Two  were  seen  by  ringers  on  Caldey  on  the  18  and  Skomer’s  fifth 
individual  was  seen  on  29th  Oct.  The  last  of  the  year  was  at  Dale  on  the  4!h  Nov.;  in 
CAERNARFON:  on  the  Great  Orme  on  6th  Oct.,  two  at  Uwchmynydd  on  7th  Oct.  and  two 
Porth  Meudwy  on  the  13th  Oct.  Bardsey  had  an  exceptional  autumn  for  this  species.  The  first 
record  was  a  single  on  30th  Sept.,  followed  by  records  on  18  dates  in  October.  At  least  23  birds 
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were  seen,  with  peaks  of  five  on  9th  and  1 3th.  The  last  record  was  one  on  25th  Oct.  There  were 
only  80  previous  records  of  this  species  here  in  total;  on  ANGLESEY:  at  Carmel  Head  on  the 
2nd  &  6lh  Oct.  and  Soldiers  Point  on  the  8th  &  10lh  Oct. 

Additional  record  for  2006:  one  by  the  Taff  Trail,  Cardiff,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  9th  Jan. 

HUME'S  WARBLER  Phylloscopus  humei  TELOR  HUME 

(A)  Very  rare  vagrant. 

One  at  Penrhyn  Bay,  CAERNARFON  in  gardens  adjacent  to  the  North  Wales  coastal  path  on 
18th  Nov.  was  the  3ld  accepted  Welsh  record. 

RADDE’S  WARBLER  Phylloscopus  scharzi  TELOR  RADDE 

(A)  Rare  autumn  vagrant. 

An  individual  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  on  the  17th  Oct.  was  the  first  record  for  that  island  and 
the  6th  for  Wales. 


WOOD  WARBLER  Phylloscopus  sibilatrix  TELOR  Y  COED 

(C)  A  summer  visitor  to  oak  woods  throughout  most  of  upland  Wales,  declining;  passage 


migrant  in  small  numbers  at  coastal  sites. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


GWENT 

Earliest 

21st  Apr. 

Site  Latest  Site 

Llanishen  &  St.  Mary’s  Vale  25th  Aug.  Goldcliff 

E.  GLAM. 

27th  Apr. 

Cwm  Dimbath  /  Ogmore  Forest 

GOWER 

17th  Apr. 

3,  Cwm  Dyffryn 

CARM 

20th  Apr. 

2,  Pontarllechau 

PEMB 

28th  Apr. 

Canaston  Woods 

CERE. 

15th  Apr. 

Ynyshir 

BRECON 

25th  Apr. 

Cnwch  Wood,  Elan 

RADNOR 

16th  Apr. 

Llandrindod 

MEIRI. 

30th  Apr. 

Coed  Crafnant 

CAERN. 

20th  Apr. 

Gwydyr  Forest 

DENBIGH 

22nd  Apr. 

Eglwyseg 

In  GWENT: 

16  nests  found  in  the  Wentwood  area;  10  at  Pontneddfechan,  E.  GLAMORGAN; 

16  singing  males  at  Cwm  Einion,  CEREDIGION. 

CHIFFCHAFF  Phylloscopus  collybita  SIFE-SIAFF 

(B)  A  locally  common  breeding  visitor  in  most  counties,  declining,  wintering  in  small  numbers. 


Scarce  on  Anglesey. 

Summary  of  wintering  records  by  month  and  county,  where  information  available: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT 

8 

5 

3 

2 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

7 

17 

13 

6 

GOWER 

9 

2 

PEMBROKE 

5 

1 

1 

6 

CEREDIGION 

4 

1 

1 

BRECON 

1 

3 

2 

MEIRIONNYDD 

2 

2 

1 

CAERNARFON 

3 

1 

1 

1 

ANGLESEY 

2 

5 

1 

DENBIGH 

1 

FLINT 

4 

4 

2 

Max.  wintering  counts  were: 

6  at  Cheriton  Sew 

age  Works,  GOWER  on  20th  Jan. 

150  at  Cardiff  heliport,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  3rd  Oct. 
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WILLOW  WARBLER  Phylloscopus  trochilus  TELOR  YR  HELYG 

(C)  The  most  abundant  summer  visitor.  Numerous  in  suitable  habitats  up  to  around  670  m.  Also 
numerous  passage  migrant. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

25th  Mar. 

Sluice  Farm 

14th  Sept. 

Newport 

E.  GLAM. 

14th  Mar. 

Quaker’s  Yard,  Cardiff 

11th  Oct. 

Flat  Holm 

GOWER 

8th  Apr. 

Swansea  Vale,  Lliw  Res.,  Margam 

5th  Oct. 

Nitten  Field 

CARM. 

6th  Apr. 

Carmarthen  Bay  CP 

PEMB. 

6th  Apr. 

Garn  Fawr 

CERE. 

3rd  Apr. 

Ynyshir 

BRECON 

28th  Mar. 

Crychan 

1 2th  Sept. 

Hay  Bridge  &  Danyfan 

MONT. 

10th  Apr. 

Dolydd  Hafren 

CAERN. 

14th  Mar. 

Llanfairfechan 

16th  Oct. 

Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

1 st  Apr. 

Cemlyn 

14th  Oct. 

Llyn  Traffwll 

FLINT 

12th  Mar. 

Connahs  Quay 

Max  Spring  counts:  53  at  Kenfig,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  23,d  Apr.;  100  at  Cynghordy, 
CARMARTHEN  on  26th  Aug.;  66  singing  males  at  Cross  Inn  Forest,  CEREDIGION  on  26th 
Apr.;  BRECON:  systematic  logging  of  territories  within  the  Sennybridge  area,  part  of  SN92, 
gave  a  total  of  81  singing  males  within  28  of  the  total  of  1km  squares  visited  -  this  density 
extrapolated  across  the  whole  10  km  square  would  give  a  figure  of  289  territories.  The  ratio  of 
Willow  Warbler  :  Chiffchaff  within  the  study  area  was  3.5:1.  Counts  of  singing  males 
elsewhere  included  14  at  Llwynfynwent  Woods  on  13th  April,  15  at  Y  Gors  in  late  April,  22  at 
Crai  Reservoir  in  late  May,  and  1 1  around  Ongur  Uchaf  Farm,  Penwyllt  on  16th  June. 
CAERNARFON:  max  counts  on  the  Great  Orme  were  40+  on  14th  Apr.  and  55+  on  25th  Apr. 
Peak  counts  on  Bardsey  were  550  on  10th  Apr.,  150  on  the  1 1th,  130  on  the  12th  and  180  on  22nd 
Apr. 

GOLDCREST  Regains  regains  DRYW EURBEN 

(C)  An  abundant  resident,  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor.  Increasing. 

Widespread  throughout  the  recording  area. 

Autumn  passage  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  was  the  poorest  since  1991,  with  a  max  of  only 
42  in  Sept.  The  only  large  count  was  of  150  in  Gwaelod,  RADNOR  on  25th  Sept. 


FIRECREST  Regains  ignicapilla  DRYW  PENFFLA MGOCH 

(B)  A  scarce  breeding  resident  and  uncommon  passage  migrant.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 


Table  below  summarises  the  monthly  occurrence 

for  each  county. 

J  F  M  A  M  J 

J  A  S 

0 

N 

D 

GWENT 

l 

E.  GLAM. 

1  1  1 

3 

5 

4 

GOWER 

1 

3 

2 

CARM. 

1 

4 

PEMB. 

2  1 

l 

25 

15 

17 

RADNOR 

1 

CAERN. 

2 

2 

1 

Bardsey 

1 

7 

7 

Great  Orme 

1 

4 

3+ 

ANGLE. 

1 

1 

4 

DENBIGH 

1 

A  singing 

male  at  Presteigne,  Radnor  1st 

15th  June  and 

another  at 

Lake 

Vymwy, 

MONTGOMERY  in  the  summer. 

Additional  breeding  record  2006:  3  pairs  bred  at  Lake  Vyrnwy  RSPB. 
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SPOTTED  FLYCATCHER  Muscicapa  striata  GWYBEDOG  MANNOG 

(C)  Once  a  common  summer  visitor,  now  appears  to  be  declining;  passage  migrant,  May  and 
August  /  September.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

15th  May 

Brynmawr 

23rd  Sept. 

Peterstone  Gout 

E.  GLAM. 

28th  Sept. 

Summerhouse  Point 

GOWER 

14th  May 

2,  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

1 1th  Sept. 

2  Upper  Killay 

PEMB. 

2nd  May 

Porth  Clais 

23rd  Sept. 

Pen  Anglas 

CERE. 

1st  May 

Cors  Fochno 

18th  Sept. 

Trisant 

BRECON 

5th  Apr. 

Brecon  Promenade 

1st  Sept. 

Llanwrthwl 

CAERN. 

26th  Apr. 

Bardsey 

4th  Oct. 

Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

1 5th  May 

South  Stack  &  Holyhead 

1st  Oct. 

Holyhead  BW  CP 

DENBIGH 

22nd  May 

Llanfihangel  Glyn  Myfyr 

RED-BREASTED  FLYCATCHER  Ficedula parva  GWYBEDOG  BRONGOCH 

(A )  Rare  vagrant. 

The  only  accepted  records  were:  a  1st  year  male  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  1 1th  June  and 
from  ANGLESEY,  1st  winters  at  Breakwater  CP  on  2nd  &  3rd  Oct.  and  at  Soldier’s  Point  on  the 
20th  Oct. 

PIED  FLYCATCHER  Ficedula  hvpoleuca  GWYBEDOG  BRITH 

(C)  A  numerous  summer  visitor  in  most  mainland  counties,  but  a  rare  breeding  bird  on 


Anglesey.  Now  declining. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

8th  Apr. 

St.  May’s  Vale 

31s1  July 

Goldcliff 

E.  GLAM. 

9th  Apr. 

Garth  Hill,  Maesteg 

GOWER 

20th  Apr. 

Cwm  Clydach 

26th  Aug. 

Crymlyn  Burrows 

CARM 

5th  Apr. 

Cynghordy 

PEMB. 

26th  Apr. 

Ffynonne 

8th  Oct. 

3  on  Skomer 

CERE. 

lOthApr. 

Ynyshir 

15th  Oct. 

Ynyshir 

BRECON 

26th  Mar. 

Bwlch 

3 1st  July 

3  at  Usk  Res. 

MEIRI. 

14th  Apr. 

Carrog 

CAERN. 

12th  Apr. 

Bardsey 

DENBIGH 

1 4th  Apr. 

Llanarmon-yn-Ial 

FLINT 

5th  May 

Rhydymwyn 

Singles  on 

Flat  Holm,  E. 

GLAMORGAN  on  9th 

&  18th  Dec. 

In  CEREDIGION:  46  pairs  nested  in  boxes  at  Ynyshir  rearing  216  young  to  Hedging,  9  males 
at  Ystrad  Fflur;  BRECON:  thirty-nine  territorial  males  were  located  in  the  southern  half  of  the 
county  where  it  tends  to  be  local  in  distribution.  257  were  ringed  in  nest  boxes  at  Lake  Vymwy, 
MONTGOMERY;  CAERNARFON:  a  much  better  season  than  in  recent  years  at  Coedydd 
Aber,  with  eggs  laid  in  29  out  of  a  total  of  99  nest  boxes  here,  well  up  on  the  21  nesting 
attempts  last  year.  There  was  no  evidence  of  significant  predation.  The  total  number  of  young 
reared  was  at  least  1 18  and  could  have  been  as  many  as  148,  as  compared  to  last  year's  total  of 
103-108.  Results  from  survey  in  CLWYD: 

Nesting  attempts  Eggs  Young  Hedged  Young  per  nest 

Clwyd  52  363  166  3.19 


456 


BEARDED  TIT  Panurus  biarmicus  TITW  BARFOG 

(A)  An  erratic  breeding  species  in  one  or  two  locations  in  very  small  numbers  from  the  mid- 
1960 ’s  to  the  late  1980 ’s  and  more  recently  at  Newport  Wetlands;  otherwise  a  rare  autumn  and 
winter  visitor  to  reedbed  areas. 

The  only  records  were  from  GWENT:  up  to  4  noted  at  Uskmouth,  Newport  Wetlands, 
throughout  the  year,  max.  7  on  24th  &  25th  Mar.  Juveniles  were  seen  again  in  July. 

LONG-TAILED  TIT  Aegithalos  caudatus  TITW  CYNFFON-HIR 

(D)  A  relatively  common  resident,  widely  distributed  except  on  parts  of  Anglesey  and  Llyn. 
Numbers  fluctuate  widely  from  year  to  year  in  response  to  the  severity  of  winter  weather. 
Increasing.  Unusual  on  the  islands. 

MARSH  TIT  Poecile  palustris  TITW'R  WERN 

(C)  A  resident  species,  strongly  sedentary,  widespread  but  patchily  distributed  in  the  eastern 
half  of  Wales  and  in  Pembroke.  Scarce  or  absent  in  other  western  and  northern  areas. 
Declining  across  its  range.  Wales  - Red  listed. 

Reported  from:  10  sites  in  E.  GLAMORGAN;  16  sites  in  GOWER;  14  sites  in 
CARMARTHEN;  25  sites  in  PEMBROKE;  13  sites  in  CEREDIGION;  in  BRECON:  only 
twenty-six  pairs  or  territories  were  located  in  the  breeding  season,  some  observers  noting  a 
decline.  However,  6  pairs  were  found  in  the  Llanwrthwl  area,  and  3  pairs  in  the 
Cadwgan/Pantyfithel  area  near  Hay;  3  sites  in  CAERNARFON;  3  sites  in  FLINT. 

WILLOW  TIT  Poecile  montanus  TITW'R  HELYG 

(C)  A  thinly  distributed  resident,  most  frequent  in  south  and  east  Wales  and  absent  from  most 
of  north-west  Wales.  Declining  across  its  range.  Wales  -  Red  listed. 

Reported  from:  5  sites  in  GWENT;  12  sites  in  E.  GLAMORGAN;  4  sites  on  GOWER;  10  sites 
in  CARMARTHEN;  9  sites  in  PEMBROKE;  10  sites  in  CEREDIGION;  in  BRECON: 
Glasfynydd  Forest  (Usk  Reservoir  and  Belfont),  Coed  Ty  Mawr  (Libanus)  and  Talybont 
Reservoir;  2  sites  in  MONTGOMERY;  one  site  in  CAERNARFON;  no  records  on 
ANGLESEY;  3  sites  in  DENBIGH;  one  site  in  FLINT. 

COAL  TIT  Periparus  ater  TITW  PENDDU 

(C)  A  widespread  and  fairly  common  resident.  Most  numerous  in  conifer  woodlands.  Has 
increased  in  the  second  half  of  the  20,h  century  with  the  spread  of  conifer  plantations. 

A  large  count  of  200  in  Llantrisant  Forest,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  30lh  Dec. 

BLUE  TIT  Cyanistes  caeruleus  TITW  TOMAS  LAS 

(D)  An  abundant  resident  species,  most  numerous  in  deciduous  woodland  but  not  restricted  to 
this  preferred  habitat,  especially  in  winter  when  it  is  more  numerous.  Increasing.  Unusual  on 
the  Welsh  islands. 

GREAT  TIT  Parus  major  TITW  MA  WR 

(D)  A  widespread  and  numerous  species  throughout  Wales  up  to  approximately  500m  above 
sea  level.  Increasing.  Unusual  on  the  Welsh  islands. 

NUTHATCH  Sitta  europaea  DELOR  Y  CNAU 

(D)  A  widely  distributed  and  fairly  numerous  resident  of  mature  deciduous  and  mixed 
woodland  throughout  Wales.  Increasing.  Unusual  on  the  Welsh  islands. 
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TREECREEPER  Certhia  familiar  is  DRINGWR  BACH 

(C)  Resident.  Widely  distributed  in  woodlands  throughout  Wales.  Increasing.  Unusual  on  the 
islands. 

One  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  on  29th  Sept. 

GOLDEN  ORIOLE  Oriolus  oriolus  EURYN 

(A)  A  scarce  summer  visitor,  recorded  in  all  counties  and  particularly  in  Pembroke.  Most  of  the 
records  fall  in  May  and  June  as  is  to  be  expected  with  a  species  overshooting  its  continental 
breeding  areas. 

The  only  accepted  record  was  of  a  singing  adult  male  at  Tyn  Llan  Farm,  Cemlyn,  ANGLESEY 
on  the  9th  June,  it  had  been  there  for  a  few  days. 

RED-BACKED  SHRIKE  Lanius  collurio  CIGYDD  CEFNGOCH 

(A)  A  scarce  passage  migrant  in  spring  and  autumn  chiefly  to  coastal  areas,  formerly  a 
widespread  breeding  species  in  small  numbers. 

A  pair  attempted  to  breed  for  the  third  year  running  in  South  Wales,  but  were  unfortunately 
unsuccessful,  presumably  due  to  the  inclement  weather. 

GREAT  GREY  SHRIKE  Lanius  excubitor  CIGYDD  MA  WR 

(A)  A  scarce  but  annual  winter  visitor,  occasionally  recorded  on  passage. 

All  records  were  of  singles  unless  otherwise  stated:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  at  Mynydd  Gelliwion 
on  21st  Jan.,  at  Perthcelyn,  Llanwonnon  17th  Feb.  -  17th  Mar.  and  at  St.  Gwynno  Forest  7th  Oct.; 
at  Fairwood  Common,  GOWER  12th  -  15th  Nov.;  in  CARMARTHEN:  at  Crychan  Forest  12th 
Nov.  and  at  Usk  Res.  14th  Nov.  &  13th  Dec.;  in  CEREDIGION:  near  Llyn  Blaenmelindwr  on 
14th  Oct.  and  19th  &  20th  Nov.  and  near  Llyn  Pendam  on  1st  Dec.,  at  Cross  Inn  forest  on  20th 
Oct.  -  10th  Nov.  and  at  Nant  Brianne,  Tywi  forest  on  23rd  Nov.;  BRECON:  at  Blaenllia 
(Ystradfellte)  from  24th  Oct.  -  7th  Nov.,  then  followed  two  separate  birds  in  Glasfynydd  Forest. 
One  favoured  a  young  larch  plantation  at  Usk  Reservoir  from  1 1th  Nov.  and  the  other  a  clearfell 
at  Castle  Drake  from  25th  Nov.,  both  remaining  into  2008;  at  Radnor  Forest,  RADNOR  22nd  - 
24th  Dec.;  in  CAERNARFON  at  Lon  Goed  on  30th  &  31st  Dec.;  at  Clocaenog  Forest, 
DENBIGH  on  27th  Dec. 
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JAY  Garrulus  glandarius  SGRECH  Y  COED 

(D)  Widespread  resident,  common  in  most  deciduous  woodland  areas,  least  so  in  western 
coastal  fringes;  scarce  in  west  Llyn  and  absent  from  large  parts  of  Anglesey.  Autumn  /  winter 
influxes  from  the  east  occur  irregularly. 

MAGPIE  Pica  pica  PIODEN 

(D)  An  abundant  and  widespread  resident;  numbers  still  increasing. 

CHOUGH  Pyrrhocorax  pyrrhocorax  BRAN  GOESGOCH 

(C)  A  resident  in  small  numbers,  mainly  on  cliff  coasts  of  the  western  seaboard.  Wales  -  Amber 
listed. 

In  E.  GLAMORGAN:  along  the  Heritage  Coast  from  Sker  Point  in  the  west  to  East  Aberthaw 
in  the  east.  For  the  second  year  in  succession  breeding  was  successful,  with  4  young  seen  in 
June.  The  max  count  was  8  at  Southemdown  on  20th  Oct.;  on  GOWER:  4  pairs  in  the  Pennard 
area  (a  total  of  lOy  fledged)  and  3  pairs  in  the  Mewslade  area  (a  total  of  6y  fledged).  2-3  birds 
in  the  Paviland  area  all  year.  The  largest  counts  were  of  17  at  Devil’s  Truck  on  3'd  Jan.,  21  at 
Overton  Cliff  on  11th  Aug.  and  22  at  the  Knave  on  the  following  day;  in  PEMBROKE:  a 
minimum  of  72  occupied  territories  in  the  county  with  47  pairs  proven  to  have  bred.  A  good 
fledgling  rate  (134)  but  survival  may  have  been  poor.  Generally  very  low  numbers  of  non 
breeders  /  juvs.  seen  in  autumn  and  early  winter.  2  pairs  bred  successfully  on  Skokholm,  with  a 
total  of  5  young  raised.  A  high  count  of  26  there  on  1 1th  Sept  .  Three  pairs  attempted  to  breed 
on  Skomer,  with  2  young  fledged  and  a  flock  of  27  was  counted  on  18  Aug.;  the  largest  count 
in  CEREDIGION  was  of  a  flock  of  22  at  Mwnt  on  18th  Feb.;  MEIRIONNYDD:  Present  at  most 
of  its  regular  breeding  sites.  17  were  noted  feeding  on  Tonfanau  beach  and  cliff  top  on  8th  May, 
30-40  were  present  at  the  back  of  the  Broadwater  on  24lh  July;  CAERNARFON:  The  largest 
counts  at  the  main  sites  were  50+  in  the  Anafon  valley  on  14th  Sept,  with  48  here  on  28th  July, 
31  going  to  roost  at  Llanfairfechan  on  13th  Aug.  and  42  here  on  31st  Aug.,  22  at  Trwyn 
Bychestyn,  near  Uwchmynydd,  on  9th  Feb.,  25  on  the  Great  Orme  on  6th  Oct.  There  were  two 
notable  flocks  on  the  Great  Orme  with  25  on  3ld  Oct.  and  33  on  23ld  Oct.  On  Bardsey  there 
were  maxima  of  51  in  January  and  54  in  February,  with  up  to  80  during  October.  Up  to  30  birds 
then  spent  the  winter  months  on  the  island.  Six  pairs  nested  here,  one  pair  fledging  three  young, 
and  all  the  others  four  young,  giving  a  productivity  of  3.83.  ANGLESEY:  A  total  of  32-44 
possibly  occupied  nest  sites  were  recorded  for  Anglesey.  Of  these,  32  were  probable  or 
confirmed,  while  the  remainder  were  possible  or  known  but  unchecked  nest  sites.  The  largest 
counts  were  in  the  South  Stack  area,  with  high  counts  here  including  28  on  the  1st  Mar.  and  24 
on  the  12th  June.  19  were  in  Twr  Quarry  Holyhead  on  the  13th  Apr.,  18  were  at  Carmel  Head  on 
the  2nd  June  with  30+  there  on  27th  Aug.  DENBIGH:  2  near  Llangollen  on  13th  Apr.  and  one 
over  Towyn  on  10th  Sept. 

JACKDAW  Corvus  monedula  JAC-Y-DO 

(C)  An  abundant  and  widespread  resident.  Increasing. 

—  tPi 

Largest  counts  were:  GWENT:  400  at  Brynmawr  throughout  the  year  (1,000  there  on  9  Nov.), 
400  at  Caerleon  on  24th  Oct.,  700  at  Castleton/Marshfield  on  12th  Nov.,  2,000  in  the  Rhymney 
valley  on  20th  Nov.;  in  GOWER:  2,000  over  Neath  &  2,500  over  Giant’s  Grave  in  both  winter 
periods,  1,700  at  Loughor  on  21st  Jan.,  1,400  at  Cheriton  on  22nd  Jan.  and  3,800  at  Briton  Ferry 
Bridge  on  1st  Dec.;  BRECON:  a  flock  of  550  at  Dderw  Pool  fed  on  cultivated  land  on  24lh 
February,  and  a  laid  winter  oat  crop  at  Manest  Court,  Llanhamlach  attracted  700  birds  on  20th 
July;  400  at  Dolydd  Hafren,  MONTGOMERY  on  12th  Nov. 
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ROOK  Corvus  frugilegus  YDFRAN 

(C)  A  plentiful  and  widespread  resident ,  breeding  mainly  below  305m  above  sea  level. 

Rookeries  in  GWENT:  70  at  Dingestow,  87  Whitson,  35  at  Llanwern;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  a 
total  of  241  nests  at  1 1  sites,  including  86  at  Cosmeston;  GOWER:  a  total  of  795  nests  in  46 
sites;  BRECON:  nest  counts  at  Graiggoch  (35),  Ysgirfechan  (27),  Sennybridge  (NE)(14), 
Erwood  bridge  (23),  Scethrog  Wood  (55),  and  Talybont  village  (29)  rookeries  indicate  recent 
expansion. 

CARRION  CROW  Corvus  corone  BRAN  DYDDYN 

(D)  An  abundant  resident  and  partial  migrant  throughout  Wales.  Often  regarded  as  the 
principal  avian  pest  species  in  rural  areas. 

HOODED  CROW  Conms  cornix  BRAN LWYD 

(A)  An  irregular  wanderer  to  Wales,  mainly  in  winter  and  most  frequent  to  coastal  areas. 

Singles  were  recorded:  in  CARMARTHEN:  one  Ferryside  7th  Mar.;  in  PEMBROKE:  on 
Ramsey  29th  Jan.  and  at  Marloes  24th  Apr.;  in  CAERNARFON:  two  at  Foryd  on  13th  Aug.,  on 
Bardsey,  singles  were  seen  on  8th  and  9th  Apr.,  4th,  7th,  16th  &  31st  May,  with  two  here  on  21sl 
May;  on  ANGLESEY:  the  resident  bird  at  South  Stack  was  present  all  year  and  hybridized 
again  with  a  Carrion  Crow  producing  two  young.  Singles  were  also  recorded  elsewhere  at 
Carmel  Head  on  the  7th  Apr.,  at  Malltaeth  Marsh  on  the  11th  Apr.  at  Holyhead  Breakwater 
Country  Park  on  the  29lh  Oct.  and  Rhoscolyn  on  the  20th  Nov. 

Hybrids  were  reported  on  ANGLESEY  at  Malltraeth,  Malltraeth  RSPB,  Penmynydd  and  at 
Ysgol-y-bont,  Llangefni. 

RAVEN  Corvus  corax  CIGFRAN 

(C)  Resident:  distributed  throughout  the  whole  of  Wales.  Numbers  are  very  high  in  many  of  the 
uplands  and  coastal-cliff  areas. 

Max.  counts  from  the  Blaencannaid  roost,  E.  GLAMORGAN  were: 

J  FMAMJ  JASOND 

58  42  90  74  92  170  -  163  158  104  79  46 

14  breeding  pairs  in  an  area  of  Northern  MEIRIONNYDD.  50  at  the  summit  of  Foel  Ganol, 
DENBIGH  on  20th  Feb. 

STARLING  Sturnus  vulgaris  DRUDWEN 

(C)  An  abundant  resident;  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor  in  large  numbers.  Wales  -  Red 
listed. 

Large  winter  flocks  included:  in  GWENT:  30,000  at  Newport  Wetlands  on  15th  Nov.;  12,000  at 
Kenfig,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  5th  Nov.;  8,000  -  10,000  at  Dryslwyn,  CARMARTHEN  on  20th 
Feb.;  90,000  at  Slebech,  PEMBROKE  on  21st  Nov.;  10,000  Rhydlewis,  CEREDIGION  on  29th 
Oct.  and  120,000  roosting  at  Mydroilyn  on  4th  Dec.;  in  BRECON:  at  Llangorse,  4,000  birds  on 
23ld  October  steadily  increased  to  a  peak  of  35,000+  leaving  the  roost  at  dawn  on  8th  December. 
At  least  13,000  entered  a  roost  in  conifers  at  Ammo  Compound,  Epynt  on  the  evening  of  10th 
Dec.;  in  RADNOR:  8,000  Elan  Valley  on  10th  Mar.  and  18,000  at  Llandegley  on  1st  Feb.; 
20,000  at  Dolydd  Hafren,  MONTGOMERY  in  October  and  60,000  in  November;  up  to 
225,000  were  roosting  at  Malltraeth  RSPB,  ANGLESEY  in  the  winter  months;  15,000 
Rhuddlan,  DENBIGH  in  December. 
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ROSE-COLOURED  STARLING  Sturnus  roseus  DRUDWEN  WR1DOG 

(A)  A  rare  visitor,  most  often  recorded  from  Pembroke  and  Caernarfon. 

A  juvenile  at  Kidweli,  CARMARTHEN  from  October  2006  until  March  was  the  only  record 
this  year. 


HOUSE  SPARROW  Passer  domesticus  ADERYN  Y  TO 

(C)  Resident,  breeding  throughout  Wales  in  all  counties.  Not  ubiquitous,  however,  and  absent 
from  many  upland  settlements.  Significant  declines  noted  in  most  areas  during  1970  -1990  but 
this  may  have  been  reversed  by  the  end  of  the  century.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

Large  counts  (over  70)  included:  in  GWENT:  90  at  Sudbrook  on  9th  July,  90  at  Caerleon  on  29th 


Oct.  &  5th  Nov.  and  87  at  Aberbargoed  on  1  lm  Dec.;  in  GOWER:  100  at  Saway  Parade  Baglan 
on  the  9th  Aug.;  in  BRECON:  cereal  fields  attracted  a  ‘large  flock’  to  Talyllyn  in  late  July,  150 
to  Pennorth  in  early  August,  and  70  to  Vale  Farm,  Lower  Chapel  in  September.  At  this  time 
100  at  bird-tables  at  Lower  Brechfa  Farm;  90  at  Towyn,  DENBIGH  on  19th  Aug. 

Max.  monthly  counts  at  Cemlyn,  ANGLESEY: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

Cemlyn 


th 


110  91  115  110 


15 


65  125  142  148  189 


98 


125 


TREE  SPARROW  Passer  montanus  GOLFAN  Y  MYNYDD 

(C)  Breeding  resident  in  small  numbers  with  a  patchy  distribution.  Absent  from  most  western 
areas.  Declining  in  most  areas.  Wales  -  Red  listed. 

A  summary  of  all  records:  GWENT:  4  at  Collister  Pill  on  1 1th  Aug.,  ten  juvs.  fledged  from  3 
pairs  at  Porton  (cf.  32  from  8  pairs  in  2006);  E.  GLAMORGAN:  at  least  4  pairs  bred  at 


Monkton.  Largest  counts  were  of  12  at  Ty’n-y-Caeau  Farm  on  5th  Jan.,  6  there  on  26tn  Oct.  A 
single  at  Lan  Farm  in  June  and  3  at  Wentloog  Levels  on  11th  June;  in  GOWER:  2-3  pairs  at 
Newton  Farm,  where  a  feeding  station  attracted  5  birds  in  October  which  had  increased  to  9  by 
early  December;  in  CARMARTHEN:  61  pairs  in  boxes  in  the  Towy  Valley.  Largest  count  was 
of  30  at  Llanarthne  on  1st  Jan.;  in  PEMBROKE:  a  single  at  Llangloffan  Fen  3rd-  31st  Jan.  and  3 
at  Strumble  Head  24th  Oct;  in  BRECON:  7  visited  bird  tables  in  Pennorth  and  Garthbrengy,  3 
were  at  Wainymynach,  4  at  Tredomen  Chapel,  2  at  Tredomen  village  and  3-4  at  Slwch  Farm. 
Breeding  was  suspected  close  to  all  these  sites,  and  at  Scethrog  and  Tynycoed  (Llanafan). 
Juveniles  were  seen  at  Pennorth,  Scethrog  and  Tynycoed.  In  September,  10-15  birds  fed  in  a 
game  cover  crop  at  Vale  Farm,  Lower  Chapel.  15  at  Clyro,  RADNOR  on  10th  Aug.;  20  at 
Dolydd  Hafren,  MONTGOMERY  in  October.  CAERNARFON:  one  at  Glanwyddan  1 1th  Feb.  - 


1 1  here  on  the  1 5 


th 


3rd  Mar.,  3  over  the  Great  Orme  on  6th  Oct.  with  5  on  7th  Oct.,  2  on  the  14th, 
and  3  on  the  20th  and  5  at  Uwchmynydd  on  29th  Oct. 

In  DENBIGH:  a  single  bird  near  Bryn  Rhyd  yr  Arian  on  28th  Dec.  4  nestlings  were  ringed  at 
Cefn  Meiriadog  (cf.  109  in  2006).  20  near  Bodelwyddan  on  13th  May;  in  FLINT:  3  near 
Trelawnyd  on  15  Jan.,  singles  at  a  garden  feeder  at  Dyserth  on  three  dates  in  December  and  all 
the  other  records  were  from  the  breeding  colony  at  Sandycroft  from  which  came  the  largest 
count  -  35  nestlings  ringed  on  23rd  June. 


Clwyd 


Nesting  attempts 
70 


Eggs  Young  fledged 

348  "  230 


Young  per  nest 
3.29 
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CHAFFINCH  Fringilla  coelebs  JI-BINC 

(C)  An  abundant  resident,  numerous  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor.  Possibly  declining. 
Counts  of  winter  flocks  over  150  included:  in  GWENT:  500  at  Graig  Goch  27th  &  29lh  Nov., 
400  at  Peterstone  Gout  on  23rd  Oct.,  335  at  Newport  Wetlands  on  27lh  Nov.,  250  at  Wentwood 
on  20th  Dec.  and  400  near  Castleton  and  Bassaleg  on  30th  Dec.;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  300  at 
Nash  Point  on  3rd  &  23rd  Oct.,  700  at  Lavernock  Point  on  25th  Oct.  In  November  350  were  at 
Lavemock  Point  on  5th  and  200  at  Craig  Isaf  Mountain  Ash  on  27th.  In  December,  330  were  at 
Castell  Coch  Wood  on  11th,  150  at  Llantrisant  Forest  on  23rd;  on  GOWER:  900  at  Margam 
Orangery  on  5th  Dec.  and  600  at  Little  Reynoldston  on  the  30th;  400  at  Llanfynydd, 
CARMARTHEN  on  16th  Dec.;  750+  on  the  Angle  Peninsula,  PEMBROKE  on  23rd  Dec.; 
CEREDIGION:  880  to  the  south  at  Aberaeron  on  21st  Oct.,  300  in  November  and  December  on 
sacrificial  seed  crops  specifically  planted  for  finches  and  buntings  at  Ynyshir  (RSPB)  and  225 
at  Cwmystwyth  on  25th  Oct.;  200  at  Maesyron,  BRECON  on  19th  Dec.;  200  at  Trelawnyd. 
FLINT  on  15th  Jan. 

th 

Autumn  movements:  in  PEMBROKE:  1,000  were  seen  flying  over  Pen  Anglas  on  the  15  Oct. 
and  1,600  moved  west  over  Strumble  Head  on  the  31st  Oct.  In  CAERNARFON:  max  counts  of 
5,500+  over  the  Great  Orme  on  14th  Oct.  and  6500+  on  4th  Nov.  500  flew  over  Uwchmynydd  on 
4th  Nov.  ANGLESEY:  a  total  of  8,846  headed  south  or  west  over  West  of  Wylfa.  between  the 
6th  Oct.  and  the  3rd  Nov.  on  five  dates.  A  concentrated  movement  of  6,950  birds  over  Carmel 
Head,  ANGLESEY  in  3  hours  on  the  21sl  Oct. 


BRAMBLING  Fringilla  montifringilla  PINCYMYNYDD 

(C)  Winter  visitor  in  variable  numbers;  seldom  numerous  and  usually  locally  distributed. 
Summary  of  records  from  counties: 
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Small  numbers 

2007  saw  the  largest  flocks  ever 

recorded  in  Wales,  with  large 

counts  reported 

over  a  w 

ide  area 

of  South  Wales. 

Large  counts  from  each  county  were:  GWENT:  a  massive 

influx  starting  in 

October  with  100+  at  Brynithel,  but  it  was  not  until  November  that  the  irruption  really  got 
under  way.  The  largest  flock  gathered  at  Pantygasseg,  with  250+  on  14th  Nov.  increasing  to 
300+  on  1 7th  and  over  500  on  the  27th.  This  flock  seemed  to  move  on,  with  no  more  reports  of 
high  counts  until  mid-December  when  200+  were  seen  tl  ying  down  the  Crumlin  to  Pontypool 
road  on  1 8th,  followed  by  200  at  Abersychan  on  26th  and  1,000  back  at  Pantygasseg  on  29th. 
Graig  Goch  was  the  only  other  site  to  hold  a  large  count  in  November  with  up  to  300  in  a  1,000 
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1  h 

strong  mixed  flock  (with  Chaffinches)  on  27  .  The  influx  continued  into  December  with 
1,000+  at  St  James  Forestry  on  16th  (400+  the  next  day),  the  main  location  in  the  second  half  of 

t  H  1 1*^ 

December  was  the  Manmoel  area,  with  more  than  1,000  at  Manmoel  on  16  ,  and  on  the  17 
counts  of  550  at  Treowen,  300  near  Pen-y-fan  Pond  and  400+  at  St.  James  Forestry.  The  next 
day  brought  an  amazing  record:  there  were  possibly  as  many  as  10,000  birds  on  Mynydd 
Manmoel.  A  check  at  Manmoel  on  20th  indicated  that  the  fl  ock  had  split  -  just  415  were 
counted  with  the  largest  group  being  around  200  -  and  by  21st  the  total  had  dropped  to  200  with 
the  biggest  flock  count  standing  at  100.  On  Christmas  Eve  several  ‘small1  groups  of  150+, 
totalling  over  1,000,  were  seen  here  and  on  28th  the  same  total  was  reported  but  this  included  a 
flock  of  800. 

The  biggest  December  record  elsewhere  in  the  northwest  was  from  Carno  Forest  with  2,000+ 
on  19th  but  this  number  dropped  rapidly  to  250+  on  20th  and  130  on  21st.  Other  sites  holding 

j 

Brambling  in  this  part  of  Gwent  were  Cefn  Rhyswg  200  on  22  Dec  and  Cwm  Lasgarn  200  on 
26th.  100  at  Cadira  Beeches,  Wentwood  on  20th,  150+  at  Creigiau  Wood,  Catbrook  on  16lh,  St 
Pierre  held  a  mixed  Chaffinch/Brambling  fl  ock  of  500-1,000  birds  on  24Ih  and  200  Brambling 
on  31  and  Tintern  yielded  a  mixed  fl  ock  of  400  Chaffi  nches  and  Bramblings  on  29  . 

In  E.  GLAMORGAN:  the  largest  Hock  in  the  first  winter  period  was  14  at  Mountain  Ash  on  5th 
Mar.  and  the  last  report  was  of  6  at  Llwyn-on  Res  on  25th  Mar.  December  began  with  40 
reported  at  Quaker’s  Yard  and  Treharris  on  1st.  What  then  followed  was  an  unprecedented 
invasion  between  1st  and  12th  involving  over  a  thousand  birds.  Between  350  and  500  were 
reported  at  Coed-y-Wenallt  and  Fforestganol  on  10th  rising  to  an  estimated  1,000  on  11th. 
Following  this  was  a  report  of  750  at  Garth  Woods  on  12th.  A  further  fourteen  reports  were 
received  of  up  to  30  birds  at  seven  different  sites  mainly  in  the  Cardiff  area  by  the  30lh,  when 
250  were  at  Castell  Coch;  90  at  Margam  Orangery,  GOWER  on  5th  Dec,  with  53  there  on  the 
18th;  in  CARMARTFIEN:  100  at  Rhycymerau  on  7th  Dec.  and  50  at  Llanfynydd  on  16th  Dec.; 
20+  on  the  Angle  Peninsula,  PEMBROKE  on  23rd  Dec.;  CEREDIGION:  in  November  some 
large  flocks  were  seen  with  c2,000  2  miles  west  of  Pontrhydygroes  on  25th,  700  between 
Pontrhydygroes  and  Cwmystwyth  on  24th  and  620  on  Foel  Fach  at  Ynyshir  on  20th.  In 
December  there  were  200  near  Trisant  on  31st  and  100  at  Hafod  Arch  on  15th;  BRECON: 
2,000+  at  Carno  forestry  on  19th  Dec.,  with  many  birds  remaining  into  January  2008.  These 
birds  were  thought  to  be  feeding  in  Gwent  by  day,  returning  to  roost  in  the  forest  by  3.30  pm; 
RADNOR:  150  at  Newbridge  on  1 1th  Nov.  and  100  at  Elan  Valley  on  same  date. 
MEIRIONNYDD:  50  in  the  Dyfi  forest  on  21st  Nov.;  CAERNARFON:  the  first  records  of 
autumn  were  in  September,  when  six  were  seen  on  Bardsey  on  the  30th.  There  were  records 
here  on  18  dates  in  Oct.;  max  29  on  the  19th.  Migration  was  also  recorded  at  Uwchmynydd. 
with  39  on  29th  Oct,  26  on  30th  Oct.,  23  on  31st  Oct.,  15  on  1st  Nov.  Elsewhere  there  was  a  flock 
of  50  over  Mynydd  Mawr  on  4th  Nov. 

DENBIGH:  spring  numbers  reached  a  maximum  of  100+  on  17th  Mar.  at  World’s  End  but 
smaller  flocks  of  20-30  were  seen  at  Cyffylliog  on  14th  Jan.,  Bwlchgwyn  on  25lh  Mar. 

GREENFINCH  Carduelis  chloris  LLINOS  WERDD 

(C)  Common  resident,  increasing;  partial  post-breeding  migrant. 

Winter  counts  of  over  100  were:  in  GWENT:  150  at  Black  Rock  on  1st  Feb.,  250  at  Newport 
Wetlands  on  25th  Oct.  and  300  at  Black  Rock  on  27th  Nov.;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  100  at  County 
Hall,  Cardiff  on  19th  Feb.;  250  at  Clydach,  GOWER  on  29th  Jan.  and  150  at  Mewslade  on  3  f1 
Oct.;  in  PEMBROKE:  230  Furzymount  RSPB  on  23rd  Oct.  and  200+  at  Freshwater  West  on 
17th  Nov.;  100  in  game  cover-crops  at  Vale  Farm,  Lower  Chapel,  BRECON  on  17th  Sept.;  300 
at  Dolydd  Hafren,  MONTGOMERY  in  November;  CAERNARFON:  500+  on  Great  Orme  14th 
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Oct.  and  passage  on  Bardsey  peaked  at  1,500  on  23ld  Oct.;  DENBIGH:  350+  in  a  mixed  flock 
at  Pensarn  on  lsl  Dec. 

GOLDFINCH  Cardue/is  carduelis  >  NICO 

(C)  Resident,  summer  visitor  and  passage  migrant;  possibly  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers. 
Population  is  increasing. 

Flocks  of  over  50  included:  in  GWENT:  55  at  Brynithel  in  March,  60+  at  Sluice  Farm  on  27th 
Aug.,  205  at  Newport  Wetlands  on  27lh  Sept.,  692  there  on  27th  Oct.,  100+  at  Llangedfedd  Res. 
on  10th  Sept.;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  60  at  Ogmore  on  15lh  Jan.,  52  at  Kenfig  on  29lh  Aug., 
September  saw  flocks  of  60  at  Perthcelyn  on  2nd,  50  at  Rumney  Great  Wharf  on  15th  with  125  at 
Lavernock  Point  and  200  at  Ty’n-y-caeau  farm  on  25th.  The  Lavemock  Point  flock  peaked  at 
330  on  4th  Oct.  The  largest  flock  of  the  year  was  one  of  600  flying  east  at  Cardiff  Heliport  on 
6lh  Oct  and  there  were  210  at  Cwm  Nash  on  17th  Oct.  There  were  still  100  there  on  20lh  Nov;  on 
GOWER:  57  at  Mewslade  on  18th  Aug.,  increasing  to  200  on  1 1th  Sept.  &  31st  Oct.,  70  there  in 
November  and  80  at  Margam  Burrows  on  23ld  Sept.;  250  at  the  National  Botanic  Garden, 
CARMARTHEN  on  20th  Sept.;  PEMBROKE:  105  moving  east  on  Skomer  on  5lh  Oct.  and  75 
going  south  over  Ramsey  on  the  evening  of  the  5th  /  6th  Oct.;  CEREDIGION:  250  at  Cae’r 
Meirch  near  Pontrhydygroes  on  22nd  Sept.,  200  near  Ystumtuen  on  10th  Sept,  and  130  at  Cors 
Caron  on  28th  Oct.;  BRECON:  75  at  Aberyscir  on  4th  July,  170  at  Ty  Mawr,  Llangasty  on  7th 
Sept.;  90  at  Franksbridge,  RADNOR  on  22nd  Sept.;  CAERNARFON:  on  passage  at  the  Great 
Orme  throughout  spring  and  autumn,  with  a  max  of  300+  on  14lh  Oct.  On  Bardsey  autumn 
passage  peaked  at  170  on  7th  Oct.;  ANGLESEY:  70  were  at  Ger-y-Parc,  Brynteg  on  the  V1  Jan., 
132  wests  of  Wylfa  on  29th  Sept.;  in  DENBIGH:  50  at  Bwlchgwyn  on  1 1th  Oct.  and  85  near 
Llangollen  on  1st  Sept.;  in  FLINT:  50+  at  Rhydymwyn  on  17dl  Aug.  &  15th  Sept.,  80  at 
Oakenholt  on  9th  Oct.,  200  at  Point  of  Air  on  27th  Sept,  and  200  at  Trelawnyd  on  17th  Oct. 

SISKIN  Carduelis  spinus  PILA  GWYRDD 

(C)  An  increasing  breeding  species;  numerous  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant. 

Large  counts  and  breeding  records  included:  in  GWENT:  37-80  in  Wentwood  in  the  first  winter 
peiod,  60-70  at  Loysey  Wood  on  23ld  Sept.,  82  in  Wentwood  on  25Ih  Oct.,  and  70  in 
Abergavenney  in  November  &  December;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  120  at  Brynmawr  mast  on  4lh 
Jan.,  70  at  at  Cwm  Pit  Woods,  Merthyr  Tydfil  on  16th  Jan.,  70  at  Mountain  Ash  on  8lh  Feb.,  100 
at  Llwyn-on  Res  on  30th  Jan.  and  400  there  on  4th  Mar.  Autumn  flocks  were  reported  from 
September  with  40  at  Blaencanaid  on  9th,  followed  by  50  at  East  Aberthaw  on  26th  and  250 
there  on  29th,  100+  at  Lavernock  Point  on  29th  and  200  at  Dunraven  on  30th.  In  October,  350 
were  recorded  on  passage  in  a  2  hour  period  at  Cardiff  Heliport  on  2nd,  50  at  Dare  Valley  CP  on 
9th  and  60  at  Abercwmboi  on  15lh.  In  the  second  winter  period  100  were  at  Parc  Cwm  Darren 
on  9th  Nov,  50  at  Merthyr  Tydfil  on  3ld  Dec  and  35  at  Forest  Farm  on  19th  Dec.;  on  GOWER: 
50+  at  Rheola  Forest  on  23,d  Mar.;  70  at  Pentre  Felin,  CARMARTHEN  on  2nd  Dec.;  in 
PEMBROKE:  106  between  October  /  November  on  Ramsey,  present  on  Skomer  in  unusually 
high  numbers  -  691  between  September  /  November,  with  a  max  of  100  on  4th  Oct.  On  the 
mainland,  high  counts  included  30+  at  Dinas  Cross  on  9th  Oct.,  30  at  Dale  on  14th  Oct.  and 
100+  at  Minwear  woods  on  27lh  Dec.  CEREDIGION:  34  near  Ystrad  Fflur  on  18th  Feb.,  100  at 
a  feeder  near  Trisant  in  March.  In  autumn  60  flew  south  in  one  hour  at  Aberaeron  on  21sl  Oct. 
and  there  were  30  at  Nanternis  on  18th  Oct.;  in  BRECON:  several  observers  reported  the  return 
of  small  numbers  to  garden  niger  feeders  from  early  February,  remaining  to  July  in  some  areas. 
Also  in  February,  males  in  song  were  among  15  attracted  down  to  water  in  Llaneglwys  Forest 
on  4th  ,  and  100+  were  in  larches  at  Dolygaer.  In  spring,  pairs  were  seen  displaying  in 
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commercial  conifer  forest  at  Trallwm,  Talybont  and  Mynydd  Du,  and  in  amenity  planting  at 
Craig-y-nos.  At  least  6  pairs  bred  in  Llanwrthwl  village,  where  up  to  10  juveniles  were  brought 
to  niger  feeders  from  25th  April,  six  weeks  earlier  than  in  2006.  In  September/October,  flocks 
of  20-30  were  at  Comin  Cefn  Poeth,  Garth  Bank,  Talybont  Forest  and  Llangasty,  and  80  at 
Llanwrthwl.  In  December,  50  remained  around  feeders  at  Llangasty,  24  were  at  Pant-y- 
Clwydau  (Llyn  Brianne)  and  23  at  both  Sennybridge  and  Coed  Ty-mawr,  Libanus. 
MEIRIONNYDD:  30  at  Llyn  Tegid  on  11th  Feb.,  40  at  Llyn  Celyn  on  13th  Oct.  and  40  at 
Abergynolwyn  on  30th  Dec.;  CAERNARFON:  25-50  in  Gwydyr  Forest  on  27lh  Jan.,  30+  at 
Parc  Mawr,  Henryd  on  2Ll  Mar.  There  was  a  massive  movement  past  the  Great  Orme  with 
100+  on  most  days  during  October.  Max  of  250+  on  1 1th  Oct.  Spring  passage  22nd  March  -  29th 
April,  max  of  40+  on  8th  Apr.  There  were  c.  70  over  the  Great  Orme  on  1 1th  Oct.,  35  here  on  the 
15th  and  30  on  the  17th.  Autumn  passage  on  Bardsey  peaked  at  117  on  22nd  Oct.  and  134  on 
23rd  Oct.;  ANGLESEY:  counts  passing  over  Holyhead  Breakwater  Country  Park  in  October 
included  43  on  the  17th,  68  on  the  19th,  and  92  on  the  21bt,  166  Hew  over  Carmel  Head  on  the 
20th  Oct.  The  total  at  West  of  Wylfa  was  1,249  between  mid  Sept,  and  mid  Nov.  with  the 
majority  heading  west/south  west.  The  maximum  count  was  of  1,056  birds  on  the  2Ll  Oct.  over 
Carmel  Head  in  3  hours  with  birds  arriving  from  the  north  west  and  heading  off  south  low  over 
the  plantations. 

DENBIGH:  51  near  Eglwyseg  on  2nd  Mar.,  90  near  the  Britannia  Inn,  Llangollen  on  30th  Jan. 
and  85  on  16th  Mar.,  with  an  exceptional  flock  of  1,000  near  Pendinas  Reservoir  on  22nd  Mar.; 
FLINT:  the  largest  flock  was  of  30  at  Connah  Quay  on  22nd  Oct. 

LINNET  Carduelis  cannabina  LLINOS 

(C)  Breeding  resident,  summer  visitor  and  passage  migrant.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

Counts  of  over  100  included:  in  GWENT:  250  at  West  Pill  on  24th  Aug.,  500  there  on  30th 
Sept.,  214  at  Newport  Wetlands  on  20lh  Dec.,  100  on  the  27th  and  175  on  the  30lh;  E. 
GLAMORGAN:  there  were  several  post-breeding  flocks  of  between  100  and  200  at  Sker  Point, 
Ogmore  estuary,  Marcross,  Rhymney  and  Nash  Point.  Most  notably  750  were  at  Ty’n-y-Caeau 
Farm  on  13th  Sept,  and  a  passage  of  1,500  was  recorded  in  2  hours  at  Cardiff  Heliport  on  2nd 
Oct.;  on  GOWER:  100  at  Nicholaston  and  150  in  another  field  nearby  on  27th  Jan.,  140  at 
Baglan  Bay  on  22nd  Sept.,  200  at  Kitchen  Corner  on  14th  Oct.,  220  at  Weobley  Castle  on  29th 
Nov.  and  500  at  Little  Reynoldston  on  30th  Dec.;  BRECON:  220  on  weedy  cereal  stubbles  at 
Vale  Farm  (Lower  Chapel)  on  17lh  September.  Rapeseed  stubble  held  a  flock  of  100  at 
Llanigon  into  late  October. 

CAERNARFON:  140  at  the  T  junction  before  Mynydd  Mawr  7th  Oct.  On  Bardsey  there  was  a 
minimum  of  150  young  fledged  from  about  30  pairs.  ANGLESEY:  100  were  at  Cemlyn  on  5th 
Aug.,  200  there  on  21sl  Oct.  West  of  Wylfa  they  were  recorded  throughout  with  a  maximum 
count  of  361  on  the  22nd  Sept.  Monthly  maximum  counts,  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  and  West 
of  Wylfa,  ANGLESEY: 

JFMAMJJ  AS  OND 

Bardsey  15  55  73  70  65  220  300  300 

Wylfa  1  43  42  28  32  29  212  228  361  120  203  75 

100+  from  Llanfair  Talhaiam,  DENBIGH  on  30th  June;  FLINT:  150  at  Rhuddlan  on  5th  Apr. 
and  at  Point  of  Air  on  27th  Sept.,  28th  Nov.,  6th  &  19th  Dec. 
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TWITE  Carduelis  flavirostris  LLINOS  Y  MYNYDD 

(A)  Scarce  breeding  species,  presumably  resident,  declining  in  range,  now  apparently  extinct  in 
Meirionnydd,  a  former  stronghold;  scarce  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant  in  very  small 
numbers.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

All  records  were:  in  CAERNARFON:  4  on  Moel  Faban  on  4th  Apr.,  with  30  here  on  the  7lh  and 
3  on  14lh.  There  were  8  in  Nant  Ffrancon  on  4th  May  and  4  at  Llanllechid  on  8th  July. 

In  the  second  winter  period,  there  were  6  at  Glan-y-mor  Elias  on  1 1  Oct.  with  one  also 
reported  at  Foryd  in  October;  on  ANGLESEY:  two  at  the  Alaw  Estuary  on  the  15th  Dec.  with 
one  still  there  on  the  31st;  DENBIGH:  one  at  Pensarn  on  16th  Nov.;  in  FLINT:  seen  at  seven 
sites  (Flint,  POA,  CQNR  (two  sites),  Rhyl,  Rhyl  River  Clwyd  and  Bagillt).  Maximum  count 
was  33+  at  Flint  on  6th  Jan. 

Additional  record  for  2006:  two  singles  along  the  old  road  below  Gallt  yr  Ogof  (SH695594  & 
SH688601 ),  CAERNARFON  on  17th  June. 

LESSER  REDPOLL  Carduelis  cabaret  LLINOS  BENGOCH  LEIAF 

(C)  Partial  migrant,  widely  distributed  as  a  breeding  bird  but  probably  declining.  Passage 
migrant  and  winter  visitor  in  varying  numbers. 

Large  counts  (15+)  and  breeding  records  included:  in  GWENT:  95  in  Wentwood  on  29th  Jan., 
100+  on  2nd  Feb.,  80-100  on  Skirrid  Fach  in  early  February  and  60+  at  Cwmcam  on  17th  Feb. 50 
at  Wentwood  on  27th  Mar..  150  there  in  late  October  &  34  on  18th  Dec.  and  40  at  Mynydd 
Henllys  on  30th  Dec.;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  16  at  Craig  Coed  Ruperra  on  16th  Jan  ,  50  at  Darren 
Las  Mountain  Ash  on  8th  Feb.  and  45  at  Llwyn-on  Res  on  25th  Mar.  In  autumn,  30  at 
Abercwmboi  Lake  on  9th  Oct.  and  15  at  Kenfig  Dunes  on  22nd  Oct.  The  largest  flock  of  the 
second  winter  period  was  50  at  Parc  Cwm  Darren  on  9th  Nov.;  50  at  Cwmavon,  GOWER  on 
19th  Nov.;  30  at  Canaston  Wood,  PEMBROKE  on  27th  Dec.;  23  at  Ynyshir,  CEREDIGION  in 
November;  in  BRECON:  20  were  in  larches  at  Neuadd  Reservoir  on  18th  Feb.  Fifty-five 
territories  identified  during  the  breeding  season  included  four  pairs  on  both  Mynydd  Aberyscir 
and  in  conifer  blocks  on  MOD  Epynt.  Post-breeding,  15  were  in  birches  at  Penrhos 
(Llanwrthwl)  on  8th  July,  and  9  were  on  Mynydd  Aberyscir  on  1 1th.  Singles  at  Brechfa  and 
Mynydd  Illtyd,  and  20  at  Llangasty  on  14th  October  were  the  only  records  for  that  month.  Late 
in  the  year,  9  feeding  on  alders  at  N  Range,  Epynt  on  29th  November,  12  at  Bronllys  on  1 1th 
December,  6  at  Buckland  Hill  on  15th  and  42  in  birch  at  Trembyd  (Llanwrthwl)  on  30th  were  all 
found  during  BTO  Atlas  surveying.  50  in  Elan  Valley,  RADNOR  on  9th  Nov. 

CAERNARFON:  30+  near  Dolgarrog  on  18th  Oct.,  c30  in  birches  near  Llyn  Padarn  on  7th  Nov. 
A  single  pair  fledged  two  young  on  Bardsey,  only  the  seventh  time  this  species  has  nested  on 
the  island.  Spring  passage  on  Bardsey  peaked  at  41  on  12th  Apr.  and  autumn  passage  at  28  on 
4th  Oct.  Migrants  were  recorded  on  the  Great  Orme  15th  Mar.  -  28th  Apr.  max  of  150+  on  6th 
Apr.  Autumn  passage  started  on  22nd  Sept.,  max  45  on  4th  Nov.;  ANGLESEY:  two  pairs  were 
recorded  at  Malltraeth  Marsh  RSPB  in  the  breeding  season.  West  of  Wylfa  they  were  only 
recorded  on  9  dates  between  the  7th  April  and  the  15th  Dec.  with  a  maximum  of  54  birds  on  the 
7th  Apr.  ;  DENBIGH:  flocks  of  50  and  60+  were  seen  on  Ruabon  Moor  in  mid  March  and  100+ 
was  seen  flying  E  at  Llandrillo  yn  Rhos  on  21s1  Oct. 
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CROSSBILL  Loxia  curvirostra  GYLFIN  GROES 

(C)  An  increasing  resident  species  although  numbers  fluctuate;  occasional  irrupt ive  immigrant. 
Large  counts  and  breeding  records  included:  in  GWENT:  bred  in  Wentwood  and  Trellech,  with 
a  max.  of  15  at  Pantygasseg  on  8th  Mar.  10-12  and  15-20  were  noted  in  Wentwood  on  24" 
May,  and  groups  of  eight,  21  and  25-30  were  found  there  on  3rd  &  4,h  June.  Small  groups  of  up 
to  ten  birds  were  seen  or  heard  at  Chepstow  Park,  Wentwood,  Craig-y-trwyn,  Cwmcam, 
Blaenafon  Carno  Forestry,  Treowen,  Pantygasseg,  Cefn  Rhyswg  and  Ochrwyth.  The  largest 
number  recorded  was  32  at  St  James  Forestry  on  17th  Dec.  with  15  seen  there  the  next  day;  in  E. 
GFAMORGAN:  a  pair  with  2  young  at  Cefn  Pennar  on  15  Apr.  and  a  family  party  at  Caerau 
forest  on  3,d  June.  Numbers  at  Blaencanaid  peaked  at  20  on  6th  June  and  family  parties 
continued  to  be  reported  into  the  autumn  at  Craig-yr  Aber  forestry,  Mynydd  Beili-Glas, 
Mynydd  Caerau,  Darren-y-Bannau  and  Wem  Ddu.  Farge  counts  included:  12  east  of  Flwyn-on 
Res  on  14th  Jan.,  20  was  at  Llanwonno  forest  on  7th  Oct.  and  30  were  at  Bryn  Swrnai  on  12th 
Oct.,  25  at  Carn  Castell-y-meibion,  Cwmbach  on  11th  Nov.,  18  at  Mynydd  Beili-Glas  on  13lh 
Dec.  and  18  at  Craig-y-Llyn  on  18  Dec.  In  December  there  were  reports  of  breeding  activity 
commencing  at  Caerau  Forest  (4  pairs)  on  19th,  Cefnpennar  Uchaf  (3  singing  males)  on  19th, 
Abercwmboi  (1  pair)  on  29th  and  Troedrhiw-Llech  Foel  (singing  male)  on  30th. 

GOWER:  reported  from  Rheola  Forest  (up  to  5  in  January  and  12  on  4lh  Nov.  and  40  at  Rheola 
Pond  on  the  19th),  Margam  Forest,  Mynydd  Bach,  Cwm  Nant-y-glo,  Rhigos  Forest,  Pelenna 
Forest  (9  in  January  and  17  in  December),  Seven  Sisters  (10  on  3ld  July),  Mynydd  Beili-Glas 
llyn  fach  (5),  Cwm  Corrwg  (2),  Bryn  Llyden  (3),  Kilvery  Hill  (3),  Upper  Fliw  Res.  (25  on  on 
1 1th  Nov.),  10  Croeserw  on  2nd  Nov.,  Glyncorrwg  Ponds  (6  on  24th  Nov.).  Counts  of  17,  10  and 
6  in  three  BBS  squares  in  Crynant  Forest  in  Decmber.  In  CARMARTHEN:  singing  birds  noted 
at  Taliaris  and  Llyn  Llech  Owain;  in  PEMBROKE:  Two  birds  at  Foel  Drygarn,  Preseli’s  on  5th 
Apr.  The  other  record  was  of  12  at  Puncheston  Common  on  30th  Dec. 

CEREDIGION:  Recorded  in  all  months  of  the  year  with  breeding  probable  at  Nant  yr  Arian 
with  a  female  and  2  juvs  on  19th  June  and  singing  males  at  a  number  of  well-forested  sites 
throughout  the  county.  Numbers  were  higher  from  September  onwards  with  33  at  Hafod  in 
September  and  up  to  52  in  October,  44  at  Pendam  forest  in  December,  17  at  Clywedog 
plantation  near  Flanfair  Clydofau  in  November,  50+  in  the  Forestry  at  the  east  end  of  Cwm 
Einion  in  December  and  at  Llyn  Blaenmelindwr  in  December  with  a  number  of  smaller  flocks 
recorded  in  many  suitable  areas  throughout  the  county. 

BRECON:  A  large  increase  in  records,  particularly  from  June,  for  this  irruptive  species.  The 
only  records  indicative  of  local  breeding  in  2007  were  7  at  both  Comin-y-Rhos  (Ystradfellte) 
and  Glasfynydd  in  February /March,  and  two  males  disputing  territory  at  Trallwm  Forest.  In  a 
normal  breeding  season,  family  parties  would  be  evident  in  local  forests  during  March-May, 
but  the  impression  gained  from  late  May  onwards  was  of  long  distance  arrivals.  These  included 
5  at  Ty’n-y-Pant  (Elan)  on  26  May,  7  in  Scots  Pine  at  Upper  Neuadd  on  6  June,  and  5 
feeding  on  Sycamore  flowers  at  remote  Ffrwdd  Wen,  Epynt  three  days  later.  Up  to  3  were 
noted  at  Usk  Reservoir  and  Wemddu  (Brecon)  in  July,  and  14  in  Cwm  Irfon  on  28  .  At  least  12 
were  on  Battle  Hill  on  6  October,  with  subsequent  records  of  up  to  ten  in  several  conifer 
blocks  around  Ystradfellte,  Glasfynydd.  Pant-y-clwydau  (Llyn  Brianne),  Cefn  Rhosan  wood. 
Coed  Ty-mawr,  Llanilltyd,  Upper  Neuadd  and  Carno  Forest.  The  largest  flock  of  the  year  was 
26  in  Irfon  Forest  on  7th  November.  RADNOR:  20  at  Abbeycwmhir  on  8th  Aug.,  25  at  Cascob 
on  11th  Nov.  and  60  in  Radnor  Forest  on  29th  Nov.;  One  pair  bred  at  Middletown, 
MONTGOMERY;  MEIRIONNYDD:  10  at  Penaran  on  2nd  Jan.,  several  parties  of  up  to  10  in 
Graigddu  Isaf  plantation  east  of  Rhinog  Fawr  on  24th  Oct.  and  1 1  at  Llyn  Celyn  on  16th  Dec.; 
CAERNARFON:  12+  near  Flyn  Elsi  on  29th  Sept.,  36  near  Llyn  Glangors  on  23'd  Nov.,  14  on 
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the  headland  at  Uwchmynydd  on  30lh  June  and  10  west  here  on  4th  Nov.;  ANGLESEY:  21 
were  in  Pentraeth  Forest  on  the  26th  Dec.;  DENBIGH:  1,000  in  Clocaenog  Forest  on  30lh  Dec. 
Juveniles  were  sighted  at  Ruabon  Moor  in  April. 

/ 

COMMON  ROSEFINCH  Carpodacus  erythrinus  LLINOS  GOCH 

(A)  A  scarce  migrant. 

The  only  accepted  records  were:  GOWER:  juv.  /  1st  w  at  Nitten  Field,  Mewslade,  22nd  -28th 
Oct.  &  2nd  Nov.;  male  at  Aberffrwd,  CEREDIGION  on  29lh  May;  juv./  female  on  Bardsey, 
CAERNARFON  on  12th  Sept.  &  13th. 

Additional  record  for  2006:  immature  /  female  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  on  4,h  Nov. 

BULLFINCH  Pyrrhula pyrrhula  COCH  Y  BERLLAN 

(D)  A  fairly  numerous  resident  in  the  lowlands,  patchier  in  its  distribution  in  the  far  west  and 
scarce  in  the  uplands,  other  than  in  some  areas  of  recent  afforestation.  Now  thought  to  be 
declining.  Unusual  on  the  islands.  Wales  —  Red  listed. 

HAWFINCH  Coccothraustes  coccothrcmstes  GYLFINBRAFF 

(C)  Resident  in  small  numbers  in  lowland  areas,  principally  in  east  Wales  and  in  the  Dolgellau 
area  of  Meirionnydd.  Formerly  scarcer.  Some  evidence  of  small-scale  immigration  in  winter. 

All  records  were:  in  GWENT:  2  near  Chepstow  on  1st  Feb.,  2  at  Penallt  in  early  March,  4  in 
Cuckoo  Wood  on  13th  Apr..  6-8  found  in  Highmeadow  Woods  on  the  19th  Apr.,  with  15  ringed 
during  the  next  ten  days  (suggesting  a  population  of  25-30  birds).  A  pair  nested  in  the  Wye 
Valley.  In  the  second  winter  period:  3  in  Itton  Forest,  11th  Oct.  -  23,d  Nov.,  up  to  30  at 
Colonel’s  Park  29lh  Oct.,  4  at  Coed  Beddick  on  29th  Oct.,  2  at  King’s  Wood  31st  Oct.  &  4  on  the 
4th  Dec.,  2  at  Ravensnest  Wood  on  2nd  Nov.,  6  at  Black  Cliff  on  8th  Nov.  with  9  there  on  14th 
Dec.,  2  at  Cuckoo  Wood  on  9th  Nov.  &  3  on  1 1th  Dec.,  2  at  Bargain  Wood  on  17th  Dec.,  2  at 
Penallt  on  31st  Dec.  and  at  Wetmeadow  Wood  on  20th  Nov.;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  singles  were  at 
Fforest  Canal,  Caerphilly  on  2nd  Feb.,  Cosmeston  on  6th  Mar.  and  Tair  Onen  on  9th  Mar.  There 
were  2  reported  at  Lavernock  Point  on  5th  Aug,  at  Brynmenin  on  12th  Nov.  and  on  the  Cefn  Onn 
Ridge,  where  the  highest  count  was  5  on  17th  Dec. 

In  BRECON:  A  pair  regularly  visited  a  bird-table  in  the  north  of  the  county  from  9th  June, 
taking  a  range  of  foods.  Breeding  was  confirmed  on  2nd  July  when  three  Hedged  juveniles  were 
seen  in  trees  nearby,  one  juvenile  making  occasional  visits  to  the  bird-table  until  mid- 
September.  This  is  the  first  confirmed  breeding  record  for  Breconshire  since  1979. 

RADNOR:  at  Rhayader  on  15th  Apr.,  an  adult  +  2  juvs.  at  Penybont  on  1st  June,  single  at 
Knighton  on  5th  June,  a  family  party  at  Elan  Valley  June  /  July  and  one  Rhayader  0-1 5th  Sept.; 
CAERNARFON:,  ones  and  twos  at  Llanbedr-y-cennin  1st  Jan.  -  16th  May  with  a  max  of  5  on 
19th  Jan.,  4  on  2nd  Mar.  and  7  on  25th  Mar.  There  was  also  one  near  here  on  3,d  Dec.  At  Caerhun 
Church,  there  were  two  on  6lh  and  19lh  Jan.  and  4th  Mar.  One  was  seen  flying  over  the 
plantation  on  Bardsey  on  12th  Nov. 

LAPLAND  BUNTING  Calcarius  lapponicus  BR.4S  Y  GOGLEDD 

(A)  An  uncommon  but  regular  passage  migrant  in  small  numbers,  especially  in  autumn,  and  an 
occasional  winter  resident. 

All  records  were  of  singles  unless  stated:  in  PEMBROKE:  a  female  on  Ramsey  on  29th  May 
and  then  a  juvenile  there  6lh  -  9lh  Nov.,  on  Skomer  13lh  Sept.,  8th  Oct.  and  24th  Oct.  and  one  on 
the  mainland  at  Llangloffan  Fen  on  12lh  Nov.;  at  Pendinas,  Aberystwyth,  CEREDIGION  on 
23,dOct.;  in  CAERNARFON:  singles  on  the  Great  Orme  on  29lh  Sept.,  7th,  1 1th  &  27th  Oct.  and 
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4th  Nov.  One  over  Bardsey  on  10th  Sept,  was  the  second  earliest  autumn  record  ever  for  the 
island,  with  one  on  the  28th,  two  on  lsl  Oct.,  three  on  the  2nd,  five  on  the  5th  and  two  on  14  1  and 
17th.  On  ANGLESEY:  at  Holyhead  Breakwater  Country  Park  on  the  22nd  Sept.,  The  Range  on 
the  12th  Oct.  and  Cemlyn  on  the  19lh  Oct.  4  were  in  the  Hen  Borth  and  Cemlyn  stubble  fields  in 
mid  Nov.  and  one  at  the  Alaw  Estuary  on  the  3rd  Nov. 

West  of  Wylfa  they  were  recorded  on  6  dates  between  the  29  Sept,  and  the  17  Nov.  with  a 
maximum  count  of  7  on  the  6th  Oct.  in  the  Hen  Felin  stubble.  Four  at  Point  of  Air,  FLINT  on  3rc 
Oct. 

tki 

A  French-ringed  bird  (SC65063)  was  found  on  1 1  Dec.  by  pupils  from  years  five  and  six  of 
Ysgol  Betws-y-Coed  on  a  visit  to  Nant  BH  Outdoor  Education  Centre  near  Llanrwst, 
CAERNARFON.  It  was  originally  ringed  as  a  first-year  male  on  14  Oct.  over  500  miles  away 
in  Saintes,  southern  France. 

SNOW  BUNTING  Plectrophenax  nivalis  BRAS  YR  EIRA 

(B)  Regular  autumn  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers. 

In  the  first  winter  period:  8  on  Mynydd  Urch,  CAERNARFON  on  3rd  Jan. 

Autumn/2nd  Winter  period,  singles  unless  stated:  at  Nash  Point,  E.  GLAMROGAN  9th  -  21' 
Nov.;  at  Whiteford  Point,  GOWER  on  25th  &  30th  Nov.;  in  PEMBROKE  on  Skomer  28th  Oct. 
and  at  Angle  on  16th  Dec.;  in  CAERNARFON:  on  the  Great  Orme  on  27th  Oct.,  a  female  on 
22nd  Dec.  and  a  female  on  the  Little  Orme  on  20lh  Nov.  One  at  Dinas  Dinlle/Fort  Belan  on  15th 
Nov.,  7  on  Foel  Grach  on  15  Dec.  and  8-  10  between  Foel  Grach  and  Camedd  Llywelyn  on 
16th  Dec.  There  was  one  on  Bardsey  on  23rd  Oct.  with  two  there  on  30th  and  1st  &  25th  Nov.;  on 
ANGLESEY:  at  Carmel  Head  on  the  6lh  Oct.,  at  Soldiers  Point,  near  the  Breakwater  on  the  12tr 
Nov.  and  27th  Nov  -  17th  Dec.,  at  Point  Lynas  on  the  1 1th  Nov.  and  at  Cemlyn  on  the  2511  Dec. 
In  DENBIGH  a  maximum  of  5  birds  seen  at  the  west  end  of  Pensam  beach  on  l':  Dec.;  in 
FLINT:  6  seen  at  Point  of  Air  on  14th  Jan. 

YELLOWHAMMER  Emberiza  citrinella  BRAS  MEL  YN 

(C)  Declining  as  a  resident  breeding  species  over  large  parts  of  Wales.  Wales  -  Red  listed. 
Largest  counts  and  breeding  summaries  (not  full  surveys);  at  31  sites  in  GWENT,  max.  20  at 
Pen-y-Lan  on  23rd  Jan.;  61  at  Nash  Point,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  5th  Jan.  and  50  at  Ty’n-y- 
Caeau  farm  on  7th;  20  at  Hayes  Wood.  GOWER  on  11th  Jan.;  10+  at  Ffynonne,  PEMBROKE; 
CEREDIGION:  20  at  Bontgoch  on  26th  Sept.,  18+  at  Allt  Goch  y  Mynydd  near  Talybont  on 
13th  Oct.  and  16+  near  Ystumtuen  on  17th  Mar.:  BRECON:  Fridd  habitats  on  the  lower  slopes 
of  common  land  hold  the  largest  breeding  populations,  principally  on  MOD  Epvnt  (9  males), 
Mynydd  Aberyscir  (7),  Mynydd  Troed/Llangorse  (3)  and  at  Llanwrthwl  (3)  where  two  males 
sang  at  Ty  Segur  over  400  metres  above  sea-level.  Birds  could  be  found  through  the  autumn 
close  to  breeding  sites,  max.  25  at  Ffostyll  on  20  October.  During  the  winter,  their  distribution 
is  governed  by  seed  supply  on  arable  farms,  or  where  grain/cover  crops  are  provided  for 
pheasants  or  poultry,  max.  20  at  Pennorth  on  2E1  December.  Ten  at  Llanigon  on  16th  November 
was  notable;  26  at  Clyro,  RADNOR  on  16th  Sept.;  90  at  Dolydd  Hafren,  MONTGOMERY  in 
February;  MEIRIONNYDD:  13  around  the  Mawddach  Est  on  10th  Nov.;  CAERNARFON:  at 
least  10  singing  males  above  Llanbedr-y-cennin  on  27th  Mar.  In  the  Uwchmynydd  area  there 
were  10  on  7th  Oct.,  21  over  here  on  29lh  Oct.;  ANGLESEY:  the  largest  counts  were  at  Brynteg, 
where  1 1  in  January,  10  in  February  and  16  in  March. 
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BRAS  Y  GERDDI 


ORTOLAN  BUNTING  Emberiza  hortulana 
(A)  Rave  vagrant. 

The  only  accepted  record  was  of  one  was  seen  very  briefly  on  the  southern  tip  of  Bardsey, 
CAERNARFON  on  13th  Sept. 

REED  BUNTING  Emberiza  schoeniclus  BRAS  Y  CYRS 

(C)  A  fairly  common  resident  breeding  species,  mainly  in  waterside  habitats;  evidence  of  a 
small  autumn  emigration.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

The  only  large  flocks  reported  were:  in  GWENT:  43  at  Uskmouth  on  16th  Jan.,  with  29  there 
on  27th  and  22  on  5th  Feb.,  20  there  on  26th  Dec.,  30  on  the  30th  and  30  at  The  Moorings  on  27th 
Dec.;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  20  at  Ty’n-y-Caeau  Farm  on  7th  Jan.  In  autumn,  there  was  a  post 
breeding  mixed  age  flock  of  35  at  Mynydd  Bach  Maesteg  on  28lh  Sept,  and  in  the  second  winter 
period,  two  flocks  of  20+  were  noted:  25  at  Perthcelyn  on  21st  Oct.  and  38  at  Blaencaerau  farm 
Maesteg  on  30th  Dec.;  on  GOWER:  40+  at  Upper  Forge  Clydach  on  14lh  Jan.  and  120  at 
Mynydd  Gam-Goch  on  12th  Nov.;  in  PEMBROKE:  50+  roosting  in  a  reed  bed  on  Castlemartin 
Corse  on  17th  Nov.  and  between  20  -  30  in  the  Abereiddy/  Portheiddy  area  on  25th  Dec.; 
CEREDIGION:  100  at  Cors  Caron  on  6th  Feb.  and  30+  at  Rhos  Pennar  Fawr  near  Plwmp  on  2nd 
Feb;  20  at  Bronydd,  RADNOR  on  12th  Sept.;  MEIRIONNYDD:  18  singing  males  on  the 
Migneint  (not  a  full  survey).  In  CAERNARFON:  15  on  a  seeded  field  near  Waunfawr  in 
February  and  27  passed  over  Uwchmynydd  on  29th  Oct.  There  was  a  small  passage  at  the  Great 
Orme  from  30th  Sept,  to  4th  Nov  ,  max  of  24  on  14th  Oct.  A  similar  story  on  Bardsey  with  a 
highest  count  of  17  on  17th  Oct.  ANGLESEY:  33  singing  males  were  present  at  Malltraeth 
Marsh  RSPB  in  the  breeding  season. 
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A  report  on  bird  ringing  in  wales  during  2007 

PETER  HOWLETT National  Museum  Wales,  Cathays  Park 

Cardiff.  CF10  3NP 

INTRODUCTION 

This  is  the  20th  annual  report  on  bird  ringing  in  Wales.  The  full  grown  total  shows  a  slight 
increase  on  2006  while  the  pulli  total  drops  back  again  after  last  year’s  rise.  However,  the  total 
is  still  around  the  average  for  the  last  19  years  and  well  above  most  of  the  totals  seen  since 
2000.  Highlights  for  2007  include  the  first  Red-flanked  Bluetail  for  Wales,  a  fine  adult  male 
(only  the  8th  adult  male  out  of  49  records).  Other  ringing  highlights  are  record  totals  for 
Meadow  Pipit,  Cetti’s  Warbler,  Yellow-browed  Warbler,  Goldfinch,  and  Bam  Owl  and  House 
Sparrow  chicks. 

Once  again  the  year  was  generally  milder  than  average  with  no  serious  cold  spells  at  all,  March 
and  April  being  particularly  warm  and  dry  before  things  went  downhill  tor  the  summer  again. 
Following  the  trend  of  recent  summers  May,  June  and  July  were  particularly  wet  before  the 
weather  improved  slightly  in  the  early  autumn.  The  summer  may  have  been  wet  but  judging 
from  the  totals  for  species  which  use  nest  boxes  success  to  hatching  was  quite  good. 

METHOD  OF  ENQUIRY  AND  RESPONSE 

As  usual  this  report  is  based  on  the  information  sent  in  by  ringers  who  responded  to  a  request 
for  information  sent  out  in  2008.  They  were  asked  to  supply  ringing  totals  for  the  year,  indicate 
any  major  changes  in  effort  and  the  details  of  any  interesting  ringing  recoveries  received  during 
the  year.  For  2007  replies  were  received  from  41  ringers  and  10  groups. 

THE  RINGING  TOTALS 

Table  1  shows  the  ringing  totals  for  2007  compared  with  those  for  2006.  The  full  grown  total  ot 
23,060  is  below  the  long-term  average  but  since  1997  has  only  been  bettered  in  2005.  After  the 
concern  last  year  about  population  declines  in  some  common  species  it  is  interesting  to  see  that 
totals  for  species  such  as  Wren,  Dunnock  and  Willow  Warbler  have  all  bounced  back  to 
something  approaching  average.  The  Breeding  Bird  Survey  (BBS)  also  shows  slight  increases 
for  these  three  species  over  2006. 

The  bulk  of  full  grown  birds  ringed,  particularly  the  passerines,  will  be  in  the  autumn  and  are 
on  the  whole  birds  of  the  year.  Any  decrease  in  the  totals  is,  therefore,  likely  to  reflect  a  poor 
breeding  season  as  well  as  any  decline  in  the  adult  population  from  the  year  before.  In  2007 
there  are  several  species  where  the  totals  for  nestlings  show  an  improvement  over  2006  but 
where  the  full  grown  total  is  more  or  less  the  same  or  has  declined.  This  may  show  that 
although  birds  had  a  successful  year  through  to  egg  laying  and  hatching,  survival  of  fledglings 
and  young  birds  may  not  have  been  so  good.  For  instance  the  nestling  total  tor  Blue  Tit  is  27% 
up  on  2006  but  the  full  grown  total  is  17%  down.  Given  the  poor  weather  over  the  summer 
months  when  young  birds  would  be  having  to  tend  tor  themselves  this  may  not  be  that 
surprising. 
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Noteworthy  full  grown  totals  include  records  for  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker  (88),  Meadow 
Pipit  (209),  Cetti’s  Warbler  (91  -  over  100  in  2008?)  and  Goldfinch  (809).  Great  Spotted 
Woodpecker  and  Cetti’s  Warbler  are  still  showing  impressive  population  increases  so  the  year 
on  year  records  are  not  too  surprising.  The  huge  (in  relation  to  any  totals  pre-2005)  increase  in 
Goldfinch  is  largely  down  to  the  planting  of  sunflower  and  other  seed  crops  as  setaside  and 
shows  the  value  ot  doing  so.  The  BBS  also  shows  a  significant  population  increase  for 
Goldfinch  and  it  is  interesting  to  speculate  whether  the  population  was  already  on  the  increase 
or  whether  the  abundance  of  food  in  early  autumn  is  helping  drive  that  increase. 

Other  highs  were  achieved  for  Blackbird  (highest  since  1993),  Song  Thrush  (highest  since 
1994),  House  Sparrow  (second  highest)  and  Linnet  (highest  since  1989).  The  good  numbers  of 
thrushes  probably  represent  a  good  autumn  migration  and  good  numbers  around  over  winter. 
The  other  two  are  a  result  of  targeting  with  the  Linnets  being  caught  in  the  same  fields  as  the 
Goldfinch. 

Noteworthy  totals  for  pulli  include  Red  Kite  (196  ringed  +  another  30  sent  to  Ireland  for  the 
reintroduction  scheme  there),  Barn  Owl  (240)  and  House  Sparrow  (203).  It  is  amazing  to  see 
how  far  Red  Kites  have  come  from  their  nadir  in  the  1930s,  with  the  Welsh  population  now 
strong  enough  to  support  the  removal  of  30  nestlings  for  the  Irish  reintroduction  scheme.  The 
record  Barn  Owl  total  is  presumably  down  to  a  good  season  with  plenty  of  large  clutches. 

There  is  a  notable  reduction  in  the  Whinchat  total  down  to  125  from  the  300  or  so  in  the  past 
which  reflects  a  reduction  in  effort  as  the  project  to  colour  ring  them  winds  down. 

2007  was  a  good  year  for  numbers  of  scarce  migrants,  not  so  much  the  range  of  species  but  for 
the  numbers  of  two  in  particular.  A  total  of  seven  Yellow-browed  Warblers  were  caught  during 
the  autumn,  part  of  large  influx  into  the  UK  (128  were  ringed  altogether)  and  18  Firecrests  were 
caught.  Surprisingly  this  is  only  the  second  highest  total,  28  were  ringed  in  1990.  Other  scarce 
migrants  included  a  Melodious  Warbler,  Barred  Warbler,  two  Subalpine  Warblers  and  two 
Common  Rosefinches.  There  was  one  addition  to  the  list  this  year  with  the  Red-flanked 
Bluetail  caught  on  Bardsey. 


RINGING  PROJECTS 

No  reports  were  received  of  new  projects  this  year.  Other  projects  such  as  those  for  Swallow 
and  Tree  Sparrow  pulli  continued  as  evident  by  the  continued  high  totals  for  these  species. 

PUBLICATIONS  INVOLVING  RINGING  IN  WALES 
Once  again  there  is  rather  a  lack  of  publications: 

Howlett,  P.M.  (2008).  A  report  on  bird  ringing  in  Wales  during  2006.  Welsh  Birds  Vol.  5  No. 3 
2008  250-263.  Welsh  Ornithological  Society. 

Stansfield,  S.  (2008).  Ringing  Report  for  2007.  Bardsey  Observatory  Report  No.  57:  2007.  94- 
101. 
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SELECTED  RINGING  RECOVERIES 


As  is  customary  in  this  report  the  usual  plea  goes  out  for  non-ringers  to  let  me  know  of  any 
recoveries  they  find  (obviously  informing  the  BTO  first),  it  is  very  difficult  to  find  out  about 
interesting  recoveries  found  by  the  general  public  and  the  BTO's  own  ringing  report  is  still 
running  a  few  months  behind  schedule. 

The  recoveries  are  arranged  by  species,  with  ringing  details  on  the  first  line  and  recovery  details 
on  the  second.  The  symbols  and  conventions  used  are  outlined  below;  age  is  given  according 
to  the  Euring  code,  the  figures  DO  NOT  represent  years.  Scientific  names  are  given  in  the 
main  systematic  list. 


Age  when  ringed 

1  pullus  (=  nestling  or  chick) 

2  fully  grown,  year  of  hatching  unknown 

3  hatched  during  calendar  year  of  ringing 

4  hatched  before  calendar  year  of  ringing  but  exact 
year  unknown 

5  hatched  during  previous  calendar  year  fresh 

6  hatched  before  previous  calendar  year  but  exact 
year  unknown 

7  definitely  hatched  2  years  before  year  of  ringing 

8  hatched  more  than  2  calendar  years  before  year 
of  ringing 

Sex 

M  =  male,  F  =  female 


Manner  of  recovery 

X  found  dead 

XF  found  freshly  dead  or  dying 

XL  found  dead  (not  recent) 

+  shot  or  intentionally  killed  by  man 
+F  shot  or  intentionally  killed  by  man- 
I  found  sick  or  injured-not  released 

SR  found  sick  or  injured-released  with  ring 
V  alive  and  probably  healthy,  caught 
and  released  not  by  a  ringer 
VV  as  V  but  sighting  in  field  (includes 
colour  mark  records) 

R  caught  and  released  by  ringer 
B  as  R  -  breeding 

RR  as  VV  but  by  a  ringer 
BB  as  RR  -  nesting 


Mute  Swan 

U6530  5M  30.07.94  Caernarfon,  Gwynedd 

XF  25.09.06  Calow,  Chesterfield,  Derbyshire 

1 94km  E  4440  days 

The  most  distant  recovery  of  a  Mute  Swan  from  Welsh  ringing  reported  during  2007  and  a 
slightly  unusual  direction  for  a  swan  ringed  in  north  Wales. 


Canada  Goose 

5243997  1  03.07.05  Llangorse  Lake,  Powys 

+  19.09.07  Inch  Island,  Alloa,  Scotland 

467km  N  808  days 

The  most  extreme  recovery  for  this  species  reported  from  Wales  in  2007.  Birds  ringed  at 
Llangorse  Lake  rarely  wander  more  than  1 00km  and  southern  birds  tend  not  to  go  very  far 
north  making  this  an  atypical  movement. 
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Cormorant 

L07910 

1 

25.06.94 

Puffin  Island,  Gwynedd 

XL 

10.04.07 

East  Wittering,  Sussex 

358km  SE  4672  days 

5235792 

1 

25.06.05 

Puffin  Island,  Gwynedd 

XL 

17.06.07 

Boyne  River,  nr  Drogheda,  EIRE 

169km  W  722  days 

5250012 

1 

24.06.06 

Puffin  Island,  Gwynedd 

vv 

18.02.07 

Tay  Estuary,  Fife 

356km  NE  239  days 

5350050 

1 

24.06.06 

Puffin  Island,  Gwynedd 

vv 

05.09.06 

Merville-Franceville-Plage,  Calvados,  FRANCE 
520km  SE  73  days 

A  small  selection 

of  the  23  recoveries 

of  Puffin  Island  Cormorants  reported  during  2007. 

Shag 

1159829  4 

04.06.82 

Ynysoedd  Gwylan,  Gwynedd 

XL 

21.01.06 

Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd 

10km  SW  8632  days 

The  oldest  Shag  reported 
of  30  years  6  months. 

during  2007 

from  those  ringed  in  Wales.  Still  some  way  off  the  record 

Little  Egret 

GC31905  1 

13.06.06 

Gwent 

VV 

04.10.06 

Radipole,  Weymouth,  Dorset 

GN53638  1 

04.06.06 

Gwent 

VV 

28.08.06 

Dormon’s  Pool,  Teesmouth,  Cleveland 

The  Little  Egrets  ringed  in  Gwent  are 
movements  of  young  birds. 

also  colour-ringed.  A  valuable  exercise  as  shown  by  these 

Merlin 

EL56616  IF 

18.06.07 

Breconshire 

XF 

13.10.07 

Santander,  SPAIN 

947km  S  117  days 

British  Merlins  can  disperse  quite  widely,  perhaps  this  bird  overshot  Brittany  and  found  itself 
over  the  Bay  of  Biscay.  If  that  is  the  case  it  was  sad  that  having  crossed  the  Bay  it  should  then 
be  killed  by  a  car. 
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Oystercatcher 

FA03062 

1 

08.06.04 

Wethersta,  Brae,  Shetland 

R 

13.10.07 

Llanfairfechan,  Gwynedd 

807km  S  1222  days 

FA12580 

8 

07.08.83 

Ogwen  Estuary,  Gwynedd 

XF 

31.03.07 

Easter  Migvie,  Tarland.  Grampian 

442km  N  8637  days 

FA20175 

3 

19.10.86 

Penrhyn  Bay,  Anglesey 

30’W 

V 

24.06.07 

Thingeyri,  Dyrafjordur,  ICELAND.  65°  52’N  23° 

1773km  NW  7553  days 

FP30582 

5 

12.11.00 

Wig,  Gwynedd 

XF 

17.07.07 

Eday,  Orkney 

663km  N  2438  days 

FP30980 

4 

17.09.01 

Abergwyngregyn,  Gwynedd 

48’E 

R 

14.04.07 

Echtelerfeld,  Weser-Ems,  GERMANY.  52°  34'N  6 

730km  E  2035  days 

FV87444 

1 

11.06.06 

Martin  Mere,  Lancashire 

R 

13.10.07 

Llanfairfechan,  Gwynedd 

85km  SW  489  days 

A  selection  from  the  20  recoveries  for  this  species  recorded  by  SCAN  ringing  group  during 
2007.  They  show  the  typical  range  of  breeding  areas  for  the  birds  found  wintering  in  Wales. 


Redshank 


DN54994 

6 

20.01.99 

Rumney  Great  Wharf,  Glamorgan 

VV 

01.06.99 

Stokkseyri,  ICELAND. 63°  49’N  20°  59'W 

RR 

15.06.05 

Skipar,  Arne,  ICELAND.  63°  50’N  21°  l’W 

VV 

26.05.06 

Stokkseyri.  ICELAND. 63°  49’N  20°  59’W 
1728km"  NW  2683  days 

DR96467 

4 

21.09.94 

Taff  Estuary,  Glamorgan 

RR 

26.07.07 

Leighton  Moss,  Lancashire. 

303km  N  4691  days. 

A  nice  selection  of  colour-ring  sightings  from  Iceland  and  an  indication  that  the  birds  seen  in 
the  Severn  estuary  are  British  breeding  birds  as  well  as  those  from  further  north. 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

GK80213  3  23.07.79  Bardsey  Island.  Gwynedd 

XL  01.12.06  Grangemill.  Derbyshire 

216km  ENE  9993  days 

Adult  Lessers  normally  stay  around  the  breeding  area  or  move  south,  so  it  is  quite  possible  that 
this  bird  was  breeding  in  Derbyshire. 
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Great  Black-backed  Gull 

MA06057  1  04.06.06  Ynysoedd  Gwylan,  Gwynedd 

VV  01.11.06  Matosinhos,  Doura  Litoral,  PORTUGAL 

1324km  SSW  150  days 

An  exceptional  movement  for  this  species,  most  recoveries  of  first  year  birds  are  within  100km 
or  so  of  where  they  fledged.  This  is  only  the  second  British-ringed  Great  Black-backed  Gull  to 
be  recovered  in  Portugal. 

Arctic  Tern 

4390791  1  19.06.01  Fudehallen,  Figeholm,  SWEDEN  57°  22'N  16"  38'E 

VV  05.08.06  The  Skerries,  Anglesey 

1410km  WSW  1873  days 

As  with  many  species  of  birds  it  is  not  unusual  for  a  bird  to  breed  some  distance  from  its  natal 
area,  this  is  a  slightly  more  extreme  example. 


Razorbill 

K10127 

1 

14.06.03 

Great  Saltee,  Wexford,  EIRE 

R 

23.06.07 

Puffin  Island,  Gwynedd 

M75744 

1 

18.06.93 

220km  NE  1470  days 

Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd 

XF 

25.02.06 

Punta  la  Banya,  Tarragona,  SPAIN 

M95747 

1 

21.06.99 

1407km  SE  4635  days 

Sanda  Island,  Strathclyde 

R 

23.06.07 

Puffin  Island,  Gwynedd 

239km  SE  2924  days 

Another  couple  of  birds  showing  substantial  movements  from  natal  area  to  breeding  colony.  It 
is  always  interesting  to  get  recoveries  ol  auks  in  the  Mediterranean  as  it  seems  such  a  stark 
contrast  to  the  waters  around  the  coast  of  the  UK. 


Sand  Martin 

49899473  12.08.05  Massereau,  Loire-Atlantique,  FRANCE 

R  06.09.06  Llangorse  Lake,  Powys 

530  km  NNW  390  days 

It  is  interesting  to  see  that  this  bird  was  still  in  Wales  a  month  later  than  the  previous  year, 
showing  that  the  timing  of  migration  can  vary  considerably  from  year  to  year. 


Pied  Wagtail 

V395901  3  17.11.06  Slapton  Ley,  Devon 

VV  00.04.07  Rhoscolyn,  Anglesey 

335km  N  c.  135  days 

This  bird  was  perhaps  on  its  way  back  to  a  more  northerly  breeding  territory. 
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Wheatear 

V682070  3  08.08.07  Fair  Isle,  Shetland 

RR  11.10.07  Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd 

779km  SSW  64  days 

There  has  been  a  project  colour-ringing  Wheatears  running  on  Fair  Isle  for  a  couple  of  years. 
This  is  a  good  reward  for  the  effort,  most  Wheatears  are  further  south  by  October  so  it  is  getting 
late  for  one  to  still  be  this  far  north. 


Sedge  Warbler 

R647203  4  17.05.05  Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd 

R  24.01.07  Parc  National  du  Djoudj,  SENEGAL 

4383km  S  617  days 

This  national  park  in  Senegal  is  a  major  wintering  area  for  British  Sedge  Warblers. 
Reed  Warbler 

V161582  3  07.09.06  Llangorse  Lake,  Powys 

R  03.10.06  Icklesham,  Sussex 

296km  ESE  26  days 

A  fairly  typical  autumn  movement  for  this  species,  although  getting  a  little  late. 


Willow  Warbler 

AKR839  4  29.03.05  Bardsey  Island 

R  23.08.06  Le  Braud,  Vendee,  FRANCE 

751km  SE  512  days 

BLH328  4  24.04.06  Nanjizal,  Cornwall 

R  28.04.06  Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd 

307km  NNE  4  days 

Hundreds  of  Willow  Warblers  are  ringed  each  year  in  Wales  but  very  few  get  recovered.  In  fact 
the  number  ringed  is  a  fraction  of  what  it  was  in  the  1980s  w  hich  reflects  the  steep  population 
decline.  So  to  get  two  birds  in  one  year  is  particularly  good. 


Goldcrest 

R75296  3  05.10.04  Parc  du  Marquentere,  Somme,  FRANCE 

R  15.09.05  Bardsey  Island.  Gwynedd 

526km  WNW  345  days 

The  seventh  French-ringed  Goldcrest  recovered  in  the  UK. 

Pied  Flycatcher 

T748377  1  02.06.07  Coed  Crafnant,  Harlech,  Meirionnydd 

R  07.08.07  Salburua-Betono,  Vitoria,  SPAIN 

1109km  S  66  days 

It  is  well  known  that  Pied  Flycatchers  winter  in  Africa  but  it  is  equally  important  to  get  an  idea 
as  to  which  areas  are  important  to  them  on  migration. 
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Blue  Tit 

T384047  1  22.05.05  Tring,  Hertfordshire 

XL  19.04.07  Pant-y-mwyn,  Clwyd 

230km  NW  697  days 

Movements  over  1 00km  are  quite  rare  so  a  noteworthy  occurrence. 

Chough 

ED80133  1  29.05.07  nr  Llanfaethlu,  Anglesey 

RR  18.09.07  Heysham,  Lancashire 

130km  NE  112  days 

This  is  only  the  second  ringed  Chough  reported  from  northern  England.  It  would  be  nice  to 
think  this  was  a  sign  of  some  sort  of  expansion  to  the  north. 

Raven 

HT52133  1  25.04.95  nr  Abergwynant,  Dolgellau,  Gwynedd 

RR  08.12.06  Aberdesach,  Gwynedd 

43km  NW  4245  days 

Ravens  are  largely  sedentary  so  any  movement  of  more  than  a  tew  kilometres  is  noteworthy. 
Hawfinch 

NW31516  3M  23.06.06  Brierley,  Gloucestershire 

R  23.04.07  Highmeadow  Woods,  Monmouth 

10km  WSW  365  days 

Only  50-60  Hawfinch  are  ringed  in  the  UK  each  year  so  to  catch  one  again  is  quite  an 
achievement.  British  Hawfinch  are  largely  sedentary  so  the  short  distance  travelled  is  par  for 
the  course. 

Lapland  Bunting 


SC65063 

38'W 

3M 

14.10.07 

Saintes,  Charente-Maritime,  FRANCE  45°  44'N  0 

XF 

11.12.07 

Pen-y-Gwyryd,  Gwynedd 

853km  NNW  58  days 

The  first  international  recovery  ot  this  species  in  the  UK.  Very  tew  Lapland  Bunting  are  ringed 
so  to  get  a  recovery  like  this  is  extraordinary,  even  more  so  as  this  is  a  rare  record  so  tar  south 
in  France.  The  bird  was  possibly  re-orientating  having  been  displaced  further  south  than 
normal. 
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Table  1 :  Systematic  list  of  birds  ringed  in  Wales  during  2006  and  2007 


Species 

2006 

FG 

Pull 

2007 

FG 

Pull 

Species 

2006 

FG 

Pull 

2007 

FG 

Pull 

Mute  Swan 

34 

63 

19 

47 

Black-headed  Gull 

31 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Greylag  Goose 

17 

- 

- 

32 

Less.  Black-backed  Gull 

17 

536 

3 

408 

Canada  Goose 

250 

- 

250 

- 

Herring  Gull 

31 

628 

8 

373 

Barnacle  Goose 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Gt.  Black-backed  Gull 

_ 

132 

_ 

1 19 

Shelduck 

5 

- 

3 

- 

Kittiwake 

53 

98 

64 

150 

Wigeon 

22 

- 

1 

- 

Sandwich  Tern 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Teal 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Common  Tern 

1 

1423 

_ 

899 

Shoveler 

1 

- 

- 

Arctic  Tern 

- 

204 

- 

62 

Mallard 

3 

3 

4 

- 

Roseate  Tern 

_ 

1 

_ 

Fulmar 

1 

- 

2 

- 

Little  Tern 

- 

13 

- 

_ 

Manx  Shearwater 

794 

163 

858 

112 

Guillemot 

21 

367 

318 

168 

Storm  Petrel 

1 17 

- 

34 

- 

Razorbill 

65 

314 

45 

351 

Cormorant 

- 

441 

- 

469 

Puffin 

33 

56 

21 

86 

Shag 

15 

356 

2 

346 

Stock  Dove 

- 

19 

2 

16 

Little  Egret 

- 

10 

- 

5 

Woodpigeon 

12 

- 

12 

_ 

Grey  Heron 

2 

6 

- 

- 

Collared  Dove 

11 

- 

4 

- 

Honey  Buzzard 

- 

9 

- 

6 

Turtle  Dove 

1 

_ 

_ 

. 

Red  Kite 

1 

197 

1 

196 

Cuckoo 

1 

- 

_ 

_ 

Hen  Harrier 

- 

1 1 

- 

28 

Bam  Owl 

12 

117 

13 

240 

Goshawk 

- 

39 

2 

26 

Tawny  Owl 

6 

1 

7 

15 

Sparrowhawk 

14 

7 

18 

- 

Long-eared  Owl 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Buzzard 

11 

5 

3 

60 

Little  Owl 

- 

1 

1 

_ 

Osprey 

- 

3 

- 

2 

Nightjar 

14 

2 

5 

. 

Kestrel 

1 

11 

- 

33 

Swift 

9 

- 

4 

_ 

Merlin 

- 

14 

- 

8 

Kingfisher 

14 

_ 

16 

_ 

Hobby 

- 

- 

- 

9 

Wryneck 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Peregrine 

1 

31 

- 

17 

Green  Woodpecker 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Water  Rail 

2 

- 

6 

- 

Gt  Sp.  Woodpecker 

72 

- 

88 

_ 

Moorhen 

9 

- 

18 

Skylark 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Oystercatcher 

577 

14 

582 

12 

Woodlark 

_ 

4 

. 

Little  Ringed 

Plover 

_ 

1  1 

_ 

. 

Sand  Martin 

96 

29 

Ringed  Plover 

16 

5 

69 

- 

Swallow 

475 

645 

737 

410 

Lapwing 

- 

38 

- 

14 

House  Martin 

9 

8 

6 

6 

Knot 

37 

- 

17 

- 

Rock  Pipit 

1 

_ 

21 

_ 

Purple  Sandpiper 

4 

- 

- 

- 

Tree  Pipit 

5 

5 

2 

- 

Curlew  Sandpiper 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Meadow  Pipit 

110 

13 

209 

6 

Dunlin 

168 

- 

1053 

- 

Yellow  Wagtail 

9 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Ruff 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Grey  Wagtail 

3 

52 

12 

73 

Jack  Snipe 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Pied  Wagtail 

57 

8 

17 

18 

Snipe 

14 

- 

10 

- 

Dipper 

27 

185 

37 

144 

Woodcock 

2 

- 

2 

- 

Wren 

365 

- 

487 

36 

Whimbrel 

1 

- 

2 

- 

Dunnock 

416 

9 

409 

7 

Curlew 

167 

- 

72 

2 

Robin 

620 

6 

794 

22 

Bar-tailed  Godwit 

2 

- 

1 

- 

Red-Flanked  Bluetail 

- 

- 

1 

_ 

Redshank 

280 

- 

304 

- 

Black  Redstart 

_ 

_ 

1 

Turnstone 

216 

- 

85 

- 

Redstart 

36 

158 

22 

149 
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2006 

2007 

2006 

2007 

Species 

FG 

Pull 

FG 

Pull 

Species 

FG 

Pull 

FG 

Pull 

Whinchat 

1 

308 

14 

125 

Pied  Flycatcher 

308 

3815 

445 

3203 

Stonechat 

16 

12 

27 

13 

Long-tailed  Tit 

279 

-  ' 

376 

- 

Wheatear 

17 

- 

13 

- 

Marsh  Tit 

7 

- 

11 

- 

Ring  Ouzel 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Willow  Tit 

6 

- 

7 

- 

Blackbird 

660 

10 

739 

41 

Coal  Tit 

250 

8 

226 

16 

Fieldfare 

1 

_ 

2 

- 

Blue  Tit 

2522 

2111 

2152 

2687 

Song  Thrush 

196 

1 1 

272 

16 

Great  Tit 

1007 

1290 

1005 

1870 

Redwing 

246 

- 

228 

- 

Nuthatch 

57 

83 

82 

167 

Mistle  Thrush 

4 

- 

6 

3 

Treecreeper 

29 

- 

24 

- 

Cetti's  Warbler 

39 

- 

91 

- 

Red-backed  Shrike 

- 

4 

- 

- 

Grasshopper  W. 

32 

- 

14 

6 

Jay 

10 

- 

27 

- 

Aquatic  Warbler 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Magpie 

24 

1 

9 

" 

Sedge  Warbler 

1050 

4 

934 

3 

Chough 

1 

257 

3 

191 

Marsh  Warbler 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Jackdaw 

35 

59 

15 

57 

Reed  Warbler 

1402 

27 

1024 

13 

Rook 

4 

- 

4 

- 

Icterine  Warbler 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Carrion  Crow 

7 

- 

2 

- 

Melodious 

Warbler 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Raven 

- 

16 

- 

1 3 

Blackcap 

743 

4 

739 

5 

Starling 

93 

4 

100 

8 

Garden  Warbler 

101 

- 

82 

4 

House  Sparrow- 

439 

147 

481 

203 

Barred  Warbler 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Tree  Sparrow 

16 

634 

15 

536 

Lesser 

Whitethroat 

23 

- 

24 

- 

Chaffinch 

1106 

- 

1256 

7 

Whitethroat 

272 

2 

216 

1 

Brambling 

3 

- 

14 

- 

Subalpine  Warbler 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Greenfinch 

1265 

- 

1181 

- 

Dartford  Warbler 

- 

10 

- 

- 

Goldfinch 

532 

1 

809 

2 

Yellow-browed 

Warbler 

1 

- 

7 

- 

Siskin 

689 

1 

366 

- 

Radde's  Warbler 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Linnet 

19 

- 

136 

- 

Western  Bonelli’s 

Warbler 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Common  Redpoll 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Wood  Warbler 

6 

57 

8 

57 

Lesser  Redpoll 

94 

- 

37 

1 

Chiffchaff 

586 

6 

888 

13 

Redpoll  sp. 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Willow  Warbler 

595 

11 

1028 

7 

Common  Rosefinch 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Goldcrest 

505 

- 

475 

- 

Bullfinch 

173 

- 

196 

- 

Firecrest 

4 

- 

18 

- 

Hawfinch 

3 

13 

- 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

27 

35 

50 

19 

Yellow-hammer 

83 

- 

40 

- 

Red-breasted 

Flycatcher 

1 

“ 

“ 

' 

Reed  Bunting 

203 

300 

4 

Totals 

21219 

15371 

23060 

14477 
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WELSH  BIRDS 


'Welsh  Birds'  is  the  journal  of  the  Welsh  Ornithological  Society  and  is  published  thrice 
annually,  in  June,  November  (Rarities  edition)  and  January  (Welsh  Bird  Report  and  the  Ringing 
Report).  Papers  for  Welsh  Birds  are  welcomed  by  the  Editor  on  any  aspect  of  Welsh 
Ornithology.  The  Society  is  anxious  that  the  journal  should  accurately  reflect  present 
ornithological  activity  in  Wales.  Thus  we  hope  that  all  workers,  professional  or  amateur,  with 
results  of  bird  studies  in  Wales,  will  always  consider  publishing  information  about  these  here. 
All  papers  will  be  reviewed  by  the  Editor  and  an  independent  referee.  Authors  should  follow 
the  format  of  papers  published  in  the  journal  and  guidelines  for  authors  have  been  drawn  up  and 
are  available  from  the  Editor  (address  inside  front  cover).  Papers  are  accepted  and  published  in 
either  Welsh  or  English.  Papers  in  Welsh  should  be  supplied  with  captions  to  tables  and  figures 
in  both  Welsh  and  English  and  with  an  English  summary.  This  follows  standard  international 
practice. 

Short  notes  on  interesting  or  unusual  features  of  behaviour  recorded  in  Wales  are  also 
welcome.  An  accumulation  of  such  items  is  of  considerable  value.  Notes  should  be  short  and 
succinct,  ideally  of  not  more  than  half  a  page  in  length.  Notes  may  also  be  submitted  in  either 
Welsh  or  English. 
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Above:  Grasshopper  Warbler,  Treffeiddan,  Pembrokeshire. 
Below:  Iceland  Gull,  Fishguard  Harbour,  Pembrokeshire. 
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